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J. HE narrative and ob^isrvatibns now pre-' 
sented to the public, were the fruits of a voyage 
undertaken solely with commercial views. TTicy 
were written without any, expectation of their be- 
ing copied, and without the remotest tliought of 
publication^ But f^ltirg accidentally under the 
moticfi of tht Edftot, he was pleased witk pjeilising 
ihem) and. bdie:ved, that,, if printed, they would 
also he agreeable to many othecs* He accordiogly 
comnuinicated this idea to. the writer, who^ after 
considering die subject, with, a proper degree o| 
Biodeslry, consented, to the prx)posaL 

•IF the reader should derive amusement or 
instrucdcm from this work, he will naturally wisK 
to know something respecting the author. He 13 
the second son of the late Doctor Abraham Sutcliff^ 
who practised, with much skill and reputatioui aff 
a physician, iu Sheffield, and who died there aboul 
twelve year^ since. At Sheffield, the author, who 
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was born and educated in the religious Society of^ 
Friends, served his apprenticeship; and afterwards^ 
settled there in business as^ a merchant. In this 
line he continued for several years, and dealt ex- 
tensively with transatlantic connexions; which^ 
after some time, rendered' it expedient for him to 
make two voyages to America, for the settlements 



of his affairs. The latter voyage and the travelst 
subsequent to it, comprise the transactions which 
ai^ now offered to ibe public^ 

In the year 1806, the author returned t^ 
England, and continued there till the year 1811; 
when he conceived that a residence in America; 
might' prove more advantageous to him. He ac« 
cordingly, with his wife and one daughter, the only 
surviving child of a very numerous family, em- 
barked for New- York, in the sixth month ^last^ 
^wid% the view of settling in that country^ 

WHilst the author was in America, he had' 
frequent intervals of leisure, which the nature of 
his mercantile concerns rendered unavoidable. Of 
some of these opportunities he a:vailed himself, to 
visit his connexions and friends in various parts of 
the country ; having also the view of gratifying hia^ 
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curiosity, and enlarging the sphere of his inf<mna? 
lion. Being a man of observation, of a strong 
memory and benevolent disposition, and having 
formed an extensive accjuantance widi respectable 
persons in America, by whom he was treated with 
kindness and attention; he seems to have been 
quaBfied to render an aceomt of his trav^b both 
'pleasbg and interesting. The Editor therefore 
ventures to presuiae, that many of the. remark^ 
wad occtiri«neca coQtianfid in tkis> little volume;^ 
-will prove useful as.weii as amnring to juvenile 
j«iukvs; afod th»t tbey will not be destitute of 
information to persons of matore years* The 
narrative appears to be judicious^, and is given 
with great simplicity; and the Editor haa not the 
least doubt of its strict veracity. The anecdotea 
rise naturaHy from the subject, and are generally 
of a curiousi^ nevel, and instmct^ve nature.. They 
are numerous, and form a peculiar an4 striking 
feature of the work. On the whole, the Editor 
persuades himself, that tfaes^e travels will not be 
. vAacceptable to the generality of readers* 

' &h Month, 1811. 
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J. HE chasms which sometinres appear in the 
dates of these Travels, ,arise from a wish to avoid the 
repetition of engagements, or of circumstances similar 
to what have been already described; or from the re- 
spective periods^ notftimishing any thing sufficiently 
interesting to meet the public eye. 

The Prints which accompany the work, are taken 
from sketches ^rawn by the author bigiself, when or 
his travels.-r-As they were not executed in time for a 
description of them to be incorporated ili the body of 
the work; it seems proper here to offer the following*^ 

EXPLANATION of the PLATES:.. 

t 

Plate I.— Frontispiece. 
M Farm- House in the Genessee Country. 

4L Thf- stumps that remain of trees which have been 
girdled. This operation consists in taking off 2 or 3 
inches of the bark all round the trees ; in consequence 
of which they die and are blown down by the wind, leav-> 
iag stumps remaining below the girdled part 4df the tree. 

b, A Worm Fence, This construction, likethe opera- 
tion jpst descfibedy.is a proof of the little yalue of^ 
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timber in the parts ivhere these fences are commonly 
found. It consists of piles of rough rails, the ends of 
iiFhich cross each other at irregular angles, as obtuse as 
tUe requisite stability of the fence will allow;. forming 
a-zig-aa^line of .division. The fence is supported at the 
angles by stakes driven into the ground,, and fastened 
to the upper timbers or rails. 

Plate II.— Pflge 76^. 

American Friends going to Meeting in a settled Fn^t, 

With their carriages placed on sledges, as described 
p. 70. This practice obtains not only in the beaten 
roads round the cities; but in country places also, as 
the plate exhibits. 

Plate llL-^Page 111. 

Friends Meeting-House at Merion, 

With horses and carriages fastened to trees, &c* during 

the time of Meeting. 

Plate W.^Page 154. 
The Falls of Niagara* 

To do JPnll justice to this amazing cataract, ^ould 
fequirc a much larger plate than can be given in this 
little volume. If the reader consults the description 
and dink^nsions given at p. 154, &c. it will scarcely be. 
aeedfal to make further obseivatioi^ 
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Plate Vw— Pffg« 205. 

An Indian Family on a Journey. 

This i^ate may compensate for the omission of the 
sneedotes) which the author has alluded tfi^. but not 
glyeiii in page 205. 

Plate VI.— Page 255. 

American Friends going to Meeting in Summer. 

The open carriages descrihed in this plate, aire ealTtd 
waggons, and the best of them Jersey waggons. They 
are made very light, hung on springs with leather 
braces, and travel very pleasantly. They are covered 
at the top with canvas painted. On the sides there are 
three rows of curtains, and those in the outer row are 
likewise of canvas painted. Those of the middle row ' 
are made of linen, and the inside curtains are greea 
baize« The season, and weather regulate the use o£ 
them* 
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CHAPTER I. 

The OMtlior leaves home. Peak in Derbj/thire-^MancheS' 
ter—Uverpool— Transaction* before the voyage-'—Sete 

m 

joU from that port,~^Occunxnccs on the voyage.-^ 

» 

Arrival at New-York. 

22d qf the 5th * Month, 1804. 



A 



FTER having taken leave of my relations and 

ffiends in Sheffield, I left honie with my wife and 

children*. As our road' lay through' Casdeton, we 

yi«ted Peak's Hole, which was a great gratification 

* To those nvho may oot be accnstomed* to designate the 
Bfentte Iby thair mmiericfil oames^ tbe fMiowing Table may 
hemekAi 

^'Xbet l8t is coBdvoaly catted Jannsry 

2d • • • • ■* • • . FebriiBiy. 

3di March. 

4* *, .-•April. 

5th....- »... Mayi 

6tb June, 

7ik»>' Jaly. 

6th ....»" • August. 

9th • September. 

lOUi.. October. 

l'l*fc> ••; November. 

t2th , . December. 
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to the Gliildi'en, M'ho had never before seen a*na(tara3 
xuriosity of equal interest. TTie habitations within 
the cavern, M'ith the manufactory of pack-thread 
that was carrying on there> had a very singular and 
striking effect, which had something in it more like 
.a dreaip or « vision, than a transaction of real life* 
Yet I did not perceive on the. countenances of 
those M'ho were employed in this subterraneous 
abode, less appearance of being happy or cheerful, 
than we see upon the faces we meet in tlie 
crowded streets of towns and cities :— -Such is ^the 
/orceof habit. 

After taking some refreshment, we set out upon 
Qur next stage; and, believing it would be some 
relief to the horses, I walked up the Winyards, 
which, though a laborious w{Jk, is far from being 
an unpleasaQt..o;Q^ Xhis is, perhaps, one of the 
most romaptic roads in this xountry^ on account of 
tl\^ stQep a^nd lofty ;mountains through which it 
winds its way ; and, after having ascended tlie 
summit, a very diffeveiit scenery is presented to 
the view : The nj^ost fruitful and populous part of 
the counties .of Lancaster and Chester lying in. 
full prospect before the eye of the traveller, pre- 
sents something like the appearance -of one vast 
^city intermixed with fields and woods^ 

In the evening, we arrived safe at Manchester* 
There we were hospitably. entertained at ike hou§6 
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trf T. H. jun. and were kindly showft thWiigh hi» 
bleaching, dying, and printing works^- We were 
also shown a beautiful collection of diyed speci- 
mens of herbs^ ilowers; &e. the production of 
Botany Bay. These he bad received from an 
ingenious young man who had been- transported 
into that country when but a- boy, on a charge 
of pilfering ; of which^ I understood^ it was ge- 
nerally believed he was innocent. • His habits of 
industry and care did not forsake liim> although 
thrown amongst such a ^^et of companions as Botany 
Bay and a Transport Ship may be supposed to 
furnish ; and, in a few years^ he had acq^ired 
property, to a considerable amoimt* 

■ 

Sfh Month, 23di Having concluded to take our 
passage in one of the packet-boats which go be- 
tween Manchester and "Warrington, T. H. khidly 
accommodated us with fiis sociable to the water- 
side. We got into the packet^ and had a pleasant 
sail nearly to Wan-ington,. where we dined, being 
about 1 8 miles. Tliis is an easy mode of travelling 
both as to expense and fatigue; and when upon a 
canal like diat of the Duke of Bridge water's, and 
in sucH- a country as that through which we 
sailed this day, the weather at the same time being 
fine and clear, it could scarcely be otherwise than 
very pleasant. In the evening we arrived at 
Liverpool,, and took up our quarters at our cousin 

T. B.'s, A a 



5ih Month, Mth and Q5th, iivere spent at liver- 
pool, in preparation for my intended voyage to 
America. 

5th Month, 26th. Being the first day of the week^ 
we attended the meetings at Liverpool; and spent 
the rest of the day at our cousin A. 1B\ at Mile- 
end, near Liverpool; where we had the company of 
Captain R. B. of the Romulus, an agreeable, con- 
sistent friend, from Hudson City, in the State of 
New-York. 

5th Month, Q!7th. In the morning cousin T. B'.. 
kindly conducted me to &e Lyceum; a splendid 
public establishment of the nature of a news-room 
or coffee-house, and library. Afterwards, accom- 
panied by my wife and children, we paid a visit to 
the Asylum for the Blind ; an institution well worthy 
tlie support of the wealthy^ where many persona 
who have lost their sight, are instructed in various 
branches of business, by which they are enabled to 
pass their time usefully, and agreeably to them- 
ivelves. After visitir\g this institution, we walked 
to the Botanic Garden. Our relation being a sub- 
scriber, ' had the priviledge of introducing us a» 
strangers ; and we spent a pleasant hour or two, 
having, in the compass of a few acres of land, aa 
opportunity of seeing a vast variety of plants, flowers, 
shrubs, and trees, natives of every quarter of the 
world, alive and flourishing as in the counti*iea 
from which they are brought. Amongst theiA I 
jE&otiCcd the banana and the sugar cane. 
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After visiting these noble institutions, . our feel- 
ings were harrowed by seeing an unfeeling press-- 
gang dragging along a friendless poor man, whom 
they had just hunted down in the streets. 

5th Month, 9Sth/ This day! paid a visit to 
Captain N. on board his ship called the Laura; 
and, after some conversation with him and his 
agent, J. C. concluded to take my passage in her 
to Nev^York y for which I paid 55 guineas. 

5th Month, QQth. In the afternoon of this day, 
I was requested by the Captain to be in readiness 
to go on board hi the evening; accordingly) after 
taking leave of my wife> children, and hospitable 
relations, I went on board, accompanied by my 
fellow-passengers, who were J. W. jun. and J. L. 
both of Philadelphia; J. F. of Leeds,.and W. W. 
of New Orleans. After sleeping that night oii 
board, the wind pro^ng contrary, andHhere bein<y 
no appearance of a change, we all came on shore 
in the morning^ and I returned to my wife and 
children. This was, I believe, an agreeable disap- 
pointment to all- of us,, as the prospect of so long a 
voyage, and the probability that we might never 
see each other more, on this side the grave, had sat 
rather heavihy upon some of our minds at parting 
&e evening before; and now, to have almost a 
certainty of spending another day with my wife, 

A 3 
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children, and near relatives, seemed to me a priT^ 
lege almost invaluable. 

5th Mimih, SOih, I spent this day vriii my wife 
and children, in the family of my kind relatives; 
and so pleasant it was to me, that it was like the 
addition of one day to my being in the world. 

5th Monihj Slst. This morning my wife and 
children, with part of cousin B.'s family, and 
M. M. of Rochdale, accompanied me on board 
the Laula, then lying about a hiile from Liverpool,, 
near the Cheshire shore. As our boat passed by 
the Princess, a ship of war, diien lying in the 
Mersey, we were a little entertained by the i^iip's 
crew being ordered to man the rigging, just as we 
were along^de of them. In a few moments after 
the word of command was given, the shrowds of 
#very mast appeared covered with seamen, from the 
deck to the heads of the masts ; having the ap- 
pearance of three lofty pyrluuids ; each beginnii^ 
with a file of men at the bottom, and finishing at 
the top with a single individual. After spending 
;ibout an hour, and taking some refreshment on, 
board the Laura, we all returned safe to Liverpool^ 
where I slept this night. 

1st of 6th Monthy 1804. The wind becoming 
more favourable, we received orders tb be ready 
to go on board again in the evening ; so I ag^itv 
took leave of my wife and children; but as I h^d 
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t)eft)re to retnm on diore, and the i^rinds con- 
tmued variable, there '^vas a probability that I 
might have to return to them again in the mom-« 
ing. These circumstances took away a little of dm 
edge of our anxiety at parting, aiid rendered it not 
quite so formidable as onriirst taking leave on the 
29th ult. My cousin T. B. and W. B. accom-^ 
panied us to Ae water-side,' where a boat waa 
-waiting for us. We got safe to the vessel, which 
lay at anchor the whole of this mght. The next 
morning, being 6tlr Month, 2A, as die seamen 
were raising the anchor, we were visited by R. B, 
who kindly came at six o^clock in the morning 
to inquire after our welfare* What little wind 
we had was favourable ; and it being a clear and 
beautiful summer^s day, the town of Liverpool, 
and country on both sides the Mer«ey, a|9pearedl 
to great advimlage as we sailsd 4own the river^ 

V 

After passing a little way into the Irish Channel ' 
our Captain sent away the Pilot. On the Pilot*» 
leaving our idiip, the Captain requested that ^hen 
'he got to his own vessel he would not presetit ottf- 
•seamen with a bottle of spirits as w?is commonly 
done in sudi eases, alleging that his men weire 
idready so intoxicated they were -scarcely able 
to work Ae ship, lliis circumstance, though 
seemingly of small importance, had nearly been of 
«erious consequence to us ; and, for a time, Aer6 
seemed some danger of a mutiny uucMisst the 
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men. Such was the sourness which it produccKl, 
that, during the whole voyage, they sullenly re- 
fused the customary allowance from the Captain, 
of a bottle of bram^at the end of every week; 
and, at one time, a ringleader in the business, who 
had formerly served on board a ship of war, 
broke out into very, abusive language to the Cap* 
tain, and treated him in such a manner that there 
was some dai^er of the Captain firing his pistol 
at him. I was sorry to find that this man had 
been favoured with an education in our Society.;, 
and that his mother was a valuable friend. Not- 
withstanding hb bad conduct towards the Captain,* 
he always behaved with kindness and attentic^ 
to me whenever I came, in, his way, and when I 
spoke to him, which- 1 did, several times, endesK 
vouring to convince him of the impropriety of 
his conduct, in thus doing his utmost to break ia 
upon that subordination which was necessary to 
be mamtained in eveiy ship. 

After the pilot had left us, we proceeded alMg 
Ae Welch coast, having the mountains of North 
Wales in full view during the whole of the day. 
The weather being calm and clear, it is scarcely 
in the power of words to describe the gran*- 
deur of the prospect,, which indeed was such 
that we could hardly regret the slow progress 
we made. In the afternoon, when opposite one 
ol the highest mountain^; we were alarmed by 
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the tuxiMe itl akeavj dwciuupge of oMnon, from 
one or two v(»elt %Udi were soaie dktance 
a-kead of «b. At fint -we m^pposect h to be an 
engagement between an %glMi rard ^ French 
privateer ; but^ on coming nearer^ we 'had reasoo 
to beUeve they were two slave Bhips, which had left 
Ziverpool a little before us, and had taken the 
c^iportunity of scaling th^r great guns, and exer* 
fusing their men, when in a situation that would 
produce the greatest echo and noise; a disposition 
▼eiy prevalent in the worid. 

« 

* The night coming on, die beautiful and romantic 
Welch scenery was hid from us, and, next nioming^ 
having made but little progress during <the night, 
we found ourselves nearly opposite to Holyheadr 
Having been favoured with a smooth sea^ we 
escaped sickness, and sat down to breakfiast wi^ 
aome appetite* Before we rose from ttfble, a ship 
that was coming up the Channel, put out ber boat 
and niade a signal to i^eak with us. Our vessel 
was accordingly managed in a way to put diem 
to as little trouble as pos»ble ; and &ey soon, 
reachedus. On their comng on board, we found-the 
ship was the Liverpool, from New-York to Livep* 
pool; and the Captain being an cdd ao^aintaaoo 
of the Master of our ship, they were rejoioed to 
see each other. After an exchange of kitelligenee 
and news papers, we parted from her, uad sailed 
slowly round the head of Holy-^head, and soon bad 
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a fine pBoq>eet of Caernarvon Bay ; .but before the* 
evemng closed, the sky wasovercast, and the wind 
got up, so that we were under the necessity^ of' 
taking in a great part of our sails ;. and several of* 
us began to b^ very sick. 

In- the course of the night, whidf was very dark'^ 
the wind 'became contrary; and it was with great" 
difficulty we got through the narrow part of Aer 
Channel, near St. David's Head, without fairly" 
putting back towards Liverpool. The passage- 
was not accomplished, "without several times tatk- 
ing from one coast to the other; and, could I have" 
had the management, I would gladly Hkve put thfe- 
ship into Milford Haven, and did advise the Capt^n 
to do it. However, we had cause to be tM'ankftil* 
that we got well out of this narrow sea> akhough' 
not without' imminent' danger of losing our caKn-^ 
boy, who-was M^ashed overboard as he was carry* 
ing the- knives and forks ffoni the caboose to the 
cabin ; but, in passing through the railings he got* 
entangled amongst some ropes which hung from* 
the rail, and was thus providentially preserved. 
Nearly, our whole stock of table knives and forks' 
were lost, which was a great inconveniency to us^- 
espeeially being just at the commencement of our 
voyage; however I did not regret the loss of the 
knives and forks> seeing the boy's life was preserved. 
This accident made so strong an impression upon- 
die poor lad, that he never recovered his spirits- 
boring the voyager , . 
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Oar 'first mate being an active man, made us a 
few table forks from an old barreMioqp, using the 
•anchor as an anvil. These, with our pocket- 
knives, served as a substitute ^or those we had lost. 
This little occurrence manifests &e propriety of 
passengers providing themselves each with aa 
extra knife and fork. 

About two days, after this, we got clear of both 
the English and Irish coast, and made a rapid 

_progress on our way across the Atlantic. There 
seemed every probability of our being favoured 
with a short passage ; but, in a voyage at sea, as 

Jn the voyage pf life, it often happens that our 

jirospects are not realized. 

After about two weeks of fair wind in the gene- 
>ral, we began to experience hard gales, and from . 
unfavourable quarters.; so that for a week or ten 
days, we made but little way. The patience of our 
vCaptain being a good deal tried, and his temper 
somewhat soured, he was liable to use harsh Ian- 
guage to Tiis people, and particularly to a black 
man who was steward of the shipu On one occasion, 
the ship had laid to for several Tiours, not being 
able to carry any sail, excepting a single one to 
steady her. . In this state . she was left to drift be- 
fpre the wind, which was then, to use the Captain's 
expression, blowing a hurricane, and slie was of . 
c^^urse a good de^l agitated, The waves, according 
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.ta the seam^aV phrase, nvere ruonii^ iilDiiiiCaiii» 
hi^h. It, happfined^ under thesetcincmnafaoceB^ thai; 
oii« of the paBiengQNs hjr a sudden foil of the veas* 
sell waa near beitig: thFown^oMiithe ataifs into, the 
cabini; hut,, catching heldf of the mahogany hand 
nul, he saved himself at the expense- of breaking 
the rail. This the Captain did not observe till night 
when we were all seated in the cabin. Then 
he fell uponi the poor black man, with vio^ 
lent and abusive language^ charging him- with 
breaking the rail. After his passion was somewhat 
subsided, I told him that I was a witnesis that the 
black man was innocent of what be had charged 
him witk; that, considering the kind of day we had 
passed over, there was great cause to be thankful no 
other damage had been sustained than the breaking 
of the hand Kail, and that, so far from giving way 
pas^n at trifliagrthingn in such a time as this, oux. 
minds ought rather to* be impressed with gratitudej^ 
that we had been providentially preserved through 
jdie storm* 

At firsts the Captain seemed ofiendedat my free- 
dom, and turnedxfromrme in displeasure. Nothing, 
more was said r.t that time ; however, after we were 
fdl in bed, and the. passengers mostly asleep, he 
called to me,. and, on my answering him, he said, 
that he was convinced of the justice of my obser-* 
\ations ; was obliged to me for the hints I had 
dropped;, and that he waa sorry for his haying. 
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givea-wajr to passiou, when far other sentimeHts 
ought to have possessed his mind. This acknow* 
ledgement was ingenuous on the part of the Cap- 
tain; and I believe he slept no worse for it. 

In the course of the day^ when die weather had 
cleared up, altho* the wind still blew very hard, and 
the Waves were rolling along in awful grandeur; 
while the ship was yet lying to and drifting before 
the wind; the other passengers and myself went lipon 
&e upper part of the quarter deck, that we might 
have a full view ofUie sea when thus agitated, and 
appearing in all its majesty. There is something in 
such a scene exceedingTy humilmting. The most 
powerful of men, when thus bafiled, and riding on 
the waves, eveiy moment in danger of being swal** 
lowed upj are indeed but '^ as die small dust of the 
balance." £very sensible mind, when placed in 
situations like diase, must be alive to die senti- 
ment which that expression conveys. As we dius 
stood admiring how every wave, after rolling 
along in majestic greatness, seemed to Ibi^ak at 
tnir feet before it reached the ship, the first i]^atey 
who was on the watch, called out aloud, for eveiy 
one to take care of himself> Observing that he ran 
atid placed himself under the quarter boards, near 
one of the stansions, I immediately followed his 
example, and, taking fast hold of the ropes, sat 
down by him ; which I had iscar cely done before one 

9 
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of dies^ huge waves rolled completely over tlie sEip ; 
and we were> for a ishort time, overwhelmed by it. 
Suth wa9 die force widi which it struck the ship, 
. that she reeled to the other side, and really trembled 
tipder the stroke. One of the passengers having his 
bfick towards it, and not hearing the miite's warning, 
was struck down with so jnuch violence, and pre- 
cipitated to the otjier sMe of the vessel with so much 
force, that his hesul, striking against one of the 
quarter boards, broke the -board in pieces ; and a 
pair of cloth panti^oons which he held in his hands 
. at the time were washed overboard. Indeed we had 
great cau§e to be thankful to Divine Providence, that 
.\|'e escaped without further loss or damage; and it 
.was matter of admiration to me, that, whilst buried 
in the wave, my mind was preserved from any con- 
siderable fear or anxiety as to the consequences. 

At this time, we were, 1 believe, in tlie gulf 
stream; for as the water passed over us it felt as 
warm as new milk.. The ship reeled so much to 
one side, at the stroke of the sea, that we had a 
second immersion as she righted, aft^r recovering 

from the shock- As it bad blown a hard gale all 
the preceding night, the ocean was become so very 
rough pretty early in the mornings fliat a heavy sea 
bi'oke through the cabin windows, and rolled into 
die beds on one side of the ship; which occasioned 
it great alarm ; and I have seldom seen men rise 
jpaore quickly firon) their beds than our compaoioQ^ 
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did on that side of the cabin. A little-time after the 
storm had subsided, and the sea was become calm, 
we were entertained with the sight of a number of 
flying fish; which, from time to time, continued' 
to rise out of the sea, and after taking short flighls,^ 
dropped again into the water. These flying fish ap- 
peared to be p^^ued by a number of dolphins, 
which, for a considerable time, kept company with 
the ahip,^ so as to give us a fufl opportunity of ob- 
serving their beautiful colours, continually changing 
ta the varioius tint;3 of azure, green and gold. The 
, gpli^Aea, which we see confined in glass jars, are 
very beautiful; but not at all to be compared with 
tbe dolphin, which is, besides, a much larger fish ; 
l^eraUy weighing 8 or 10 pounda. Our seamen 
caught several of- them, and we found them v(Hy 
good eating. Although the colours of the dolpbia 
are exceedingly beautiful while alive and in motion* 
in the sea, yet they are still more extraordinary when 
the fish is taken out of the water, and is in the 
agomes of death; -displaying then> every colour of 
the rainbow, changing in rapid succession as long 
as-life remains. A» the dolphins were in pursuit 
ef the flying fish, so the dolphins in their turn were 
pursued by the sharks ; ^nd such is the activity .of 
these vpracioua. animals in seizing their prey, that, 
Kliilst one of our people was dragging up a dolphin, 
aff'^uickly as he possibly could, a huge shark put up 
his monstrous jaws and snatched the fisli from 
tbeliOok« ne 
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The voracious shark sjso l^ad lus^ epemies; for 
the sailors, by throwing out pieces of meat, enticed 
him to come so near the ship, that one of die com- 
pany Mvho stood upon the maisrchains had an op- 
portunity of casting the noose of a strong rope over 
his head ; and the other end of the rope being 
passed through a block, he was quickly hoisted upon 
deck, where he lay some time striking die boards 
with his tail with great violence. It was curious to 
see the agitation of the little pilot fidies, which 
accompanied the shark; and when he was dragged 
^out of the water, they seemed to use their b^st 
endeavours to follow himt 

The pilot fish is somediing like the mackerd ; 
but of a smaller size. On the sfaark^s being tfavown 
upon the deck, several sucking iish fell from him 
about 8 or 10 inches in length. These fishes, I 
should suppose, arie a consider^tUe annoyance to the- 
shark, sticking close to various parts of his body 
like a leech. The Captain not being willing that he 
should be killed, on account of the dirt and disagree- 
able smell that he would make; and die sailors not 
being willing that he should escape punidmient, 
wantonly tied a piece of wood about the size of a 
common oar to his tail, and then hoisted him again 
and let him into the sea. Notwithstanding he had 
been out of the water more than a quarter of an 
hour, die. moment he readied the sea, he dived 
into the deep with the incumbrs^ice at his tail^ 
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appttrciiitly with the greatest ease, and was out of 
. sight itt a few seconds* 

' Of the various kind»of fishes we saw on our pas^ 
^^S^9 porpoises were the most common^ They are 
large, weighing fronr 20 to SO stone; yet we fre- 
quently saw laige shoals of them extending as far 
Bs the^eye could rei^ch,''' and all ^driving along ia. 
one direction): frequently' leaping^quite •out of die 
neater; and ofteii»pasnng close by*die ship, 'so as to 
afford- tfaesailors an opporiumty of stiPikiag^ them 
"widi the harpoon^ and dragging them* on board. 
Some of the people,* I obsewred, 'were partial to 
the heart *and liver of* this fish when fried, as^ 
sertmg that they were scarcely to be distinguished 
from those of a hog when dressed in the same 
way. At one time we were entertained by the 
flight of several whales; five of which passed close 
to^ thd ship, sporting and rollings along within a 
few yards of us^; making a loud noise *in snorting 
and spouting up the water from a hc4e in their 
forehi^ads!; - These creatures were of large bulk, 
and appeared exceedingly fat and sleek; their 

skins shining as if varnished./ 

• 

- Although there does not appear any place of 
rest for fowls in the wide ocean, yet numbers of 
them are daily seen riding like pieces of cork on. 
the loftiest waves, arid in the most tenipcstuous 

B 3 
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metLihtr. IWse are ncMlly of the petal isilNBt 
although sea-gulls are often aeen.atjt great ^^ 
tance from land, especiidly on die banks of NetiH 
ifouodbiid and ai approadBDg ^Nm. 

In passing tittae hanks it iswandecfiil to- see the 
thick fog.iifiachgenerBlfypre»b,»&^ 
ii^) the rigf^ng andsaibof theshiii trouU Wdripr 
pbg wet, as^ though thej had beeBia a heavy ihxmmr 
during the night. In additical, Ae weather was ao 
cold that it wat very escoaiifertabie t» be wUioi^ 
fire, alih^ni^ it was the naddle a£ enmaMV aosl 
we were naay iegmoB more te the southward 
than lEngland. These heavy fa«s, when se^ at a 
Stance had many times niiieh the appearance -of 
land; and about the time of the setting sua, diey 
presented a great variety of af^pearaoces. Some- 
times we might imagine we had the nght of a 
splendid city, widi towers, domes, and steej^es^ 
rising before us ; and, in a while, the whole woidd 
entirely vanish, and leave nothing to be seen bnt 
the >vide extended ocean, bounded by the horizon. 

Being detained nearly two weeks in the gulf 
stream, by light and contrary winds, our Captain 
ibegan to be anxious about the provisions and water, 
in consequence of which he put the men upon theiii 
atlowance of beef and pork, which were now 
handed to them by weight; and we ourselves were 
prohibited the use of fresh water^ in vrashing our 



wtaTf, iilikh k iiur from lieiiig pleMttt^ BstideSy 
lUnni^faad.aeQMMkfablekM I19 ^ ii9«lMfga of 
aie and porter botdes, owing to their having been 
put vpwkeii the liqwur wn new^ Ae pMMigers 
jMd €fic«i» :ol dtt flUp «e» obMgad 'to sidMnit -to 
m*€aaABm dfemnee of these wtkles; and vveimtr 
tegaa to) ke ntore frugal ^ imr heAfxmmnk 
4faan1iaiet9lBra 



'WUieauff time mmr'tlittf'paaiiag.eti aAegiikf 
"wieweBe ttildef aosieBppriahcnaioiiS'af 1n^ 
JBg carriBd otil of MnrcoMtie bif tfaa «Hnpaat; and 
Aeaaahdng ofttawaiMotbaa a^.tifhr^pond, ^e 
.•ecasiomdly hoirtad^at ibe baal^ aad taking «a 
jvoB pat^ lat it down into tte $e% by whiek niaa«i 
4he ditadian of tbe cmreiit waa aacertnined. 
Some of us were.at the tcoaUe of sedtng up a 
bottle, inclosing a paper containing the latitude 
aBdloiigitiule; and, adding our names and places 
sf abode, we requested that the penton who 
jB%ht pick it up would inform any of die pu-tics. 
iUthottgh we had no ^eat expectation of hearkig 
more of this bottle after it was tlffown into the 
aea, yet I had not been long in America before 
die paper was handed to me, having been picked 
np on die sands near Newport, in Rhode Island* 
Thus, contrary to the received opinion reqsectiog 
tiie current of the gulf stream, it had been carried 
in a nortk-^Yesterly di^ction* There seemed no 
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'way of accounitiiig for this' circumstiAnce, but hf 
aapposing that the action of the wind had made 
the bottle deviate from the course of^the stream. 

Having considerable time on ou? hmids^ we 
amused ourselves in iittk experiments of this sort- 
Several times we sunk well^corked empty bottles 
to a cemsiderable depth into Aesea; and although 
great car« was taken to have the eorks tight and 
sealed, yet it was invariably the case, when drawn 
tqp again, that the corks were found pushed into 
^e bottles, or that the bottles had filled with water 
lyits passing ibrou^hthepores of the ctek. I have 
already observed that the water in the gulf stream 
ivas warm as new milk; 'but on sinking a ther- 
mometer some depth in the sea, and hastily draw- 
ing it up again, we found' that Ae water below 
was as cold as in any other part. 

After a tedious time spent in the gulf stream, we 
at lei^th arrived on the coast of North America; 
and on 1st day morning, the 29th of the 7th Montk^ 
we were favoured- with the sight of Long Island. 
A little after noon, we ran close in shore, so much 
«o that the ship was hastily put about, or she 
would have touched the bottom in a few minutes-; 
for, in turning round, she raked up t}^e muiI 
60 much as to discolour the water to a con- 
siderable degree : howeiver we were soon in d^ep 
vater again, Tbus; after having been for 8^ weeks 
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«( sea^ ivliepe the «ye liad been ifflsotft wrtatied 
wtfi a contmued maseness ef pro9p«Gts> and after 
having had, for several hours, the d^htful pto- 
ispiect of farm^ioiises and plantations, we -again 
launched iptp the wide ocean. To ht thus 
aoalxbed frctm green fields and woodsi^ and cheer- 
fiU habitations, was a trial of patience to aonoye of 
9m COTvpsnioni; and, all the afternoon, I noticed 
aa waoms looking towafds the landyio mpst of ips. 

The Jtext morning, about four o'clock, 7th 
JiSofitby 30tb/ I was waked by the report of. a 
gp'eat guiv "which was followed by considerable 
hurtle upon deck* After getting U{^ I undenttood 
lh$t a shot had been fired over us by an English 
frigal^-oaUad the JBostoiiy which, in company with 
the Leandenaod Camjirian men of virar^ «ad Primer 
^Qop of war, was then cruizing near us; a|id 
as the cannon-ball that was fired over us, was an 
jeamest^ of what we nught eXpeet if we did not 
atop to receive aa officer from Uie frigate, the 
topsasls waoe immedialelj back^ and we short- 
«ned aaU that thcgr might have an opportunity /of 
coming to ns.- A Lieuleaant and Midshipman 
were sent on board. A£ler spending abaut half 
an hour in conversation with us, and exdianging 
intdligence and newspapers, they left the ship; 
and, at parting, obaarvedlhat they believed all «ir 
seamen were CitiMns of die Ihailnd States, and 
^lOiefave did not widi to 'OKimine than ; but 
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&at di^ ]io})ed we woiild not hoist otir ssuk imdbl 
vre had a signal from tHe frigate; which was xrom-^ 
. plied with. . . 

We were now again in sight offend, being near 
Sandyhook. Raving a fine view of the Jersfey 
Mountains, and it being a clear summer's morn- 
ing, Ae country before us appeared exceedingly 
' beautiful. In approaching the shore, we observed ' 
' an appearance not less- beautifiil in^what I believe 

is called a land-loom. The whole country ap-- 

• • • • 

peared to be reflected in the atmosphere; some- ^* 
' thing Jike what We 'see from the banks of rivers, . 
when t>bjects are reflected in the water.- But > 
here/ instead bf 'the images appearing" in the water 
united at bottom to the objtects, th^y weretall fe- 
fleeted in the air, with their tops downwardis; a^d ^ 
' each reflection seeming to touch .^ top iyi die^ 
objeet reflated. "^ 

« 

The diffsrent ships^of w«if, which^l have just 
mentioned, made - a vei^: gay appearance ; for 
• the weather-' bemg fine and clear, and but little 
^vind, they had most of their sails spread, and 
continued sailing to and fro before Sandyhook; 
the Never*sink Mountains- being, in -die back 
ground. Their object was to watch t^'o French 
frigates then lying in*New-York, as the lieutenant 
of the Boston informed us^ and, at the same time, 
to examine all American ships in order to discover ^ 
if there were any of the sul^ects of Great Britain 
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•serving on board, with a view to impress them. 
It appeared to be ^n arduous and delicate situa* 
tion Jn which the Conmiander of these ships way / 
placed. Having to fulfil the orders of his.Xjroveni- 
ment on the> one hand, and being in danger of 
giving offence to the Americans on the other, it 
seemed impossible for him to steer clear, unless 
possessed of a verj.uncommon.8hare.of prudence 
and discretion. ^ 

In 9ailing up to New-York,' we passed •fey^lfae 
-two French frigates, called the Didon and the 
Sjbille. They appeared to be very full of- men* 
Soon aftei* four o'clock in the afternoon, we ar- 
rived at that .city; idnd on.coming along-side the 
wharf, we were handed on ttbore-'by- Ji. W. who 
kindly conducted us to our quarters, and we were 
soon after joined by A. B. who drank tea and 
^ent the. evening with^us. Thus, after a passage 
of 58 days, we were favoured to land -safe in 
America, for which we have abundant cause to be 
thankful. In passing through the streets 4o our 
lodgings, JL was struck with the gi«at variety 
of fruit exposed for sale; suchas pine^^apples, 
melons of various kinds, peaches, .&c.^c. Me* 
Jons and pincrapples I bought for 3d. or 4d. each, 
and other fruit in proportion. On gping to bed 
• this evening, I found .that. after being so long 
habituated to the motion of the ship, I could 
get scarcely any sleep. ^ 
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CHAPTER H. 

tteW'Yorlij^l^KliMphkL.'^ Account of the Mammoth.^^ 
Norm T&tm.'^Spmg MiU Ferry. -^Philadelphid.'^ 

ington.^'AksMtndria. 

fthi HbnA, aw,. 1804. Tba momng I wa» 
conducted by my cbmp^ons to one of Ai^ Pttblie 
Baths kept in tbe city of New- York. These 
BMfas. are «po& a plaal bad not seen before. On 
each side cf & long and spaeions pa^sage^ is^ a 
T0t^e at small i«ooms> in eaeb of wiiieh is & Batit 
sufficient to accommodate owe person ; with suit- 
vMt conv«iietfces for dressing atid undressing. Chi 
the side ot emh Ba& are two bmss cocks, Ae 
on^ fiimislnng -wwem and t&e odier cold water-; stf 
that' the bather may h«ve &e water at wfaat.tntt'- 
peratiur« h€ pleases. Tliere is also a vaNe, by 
mesms of wliieh, if there is more wat^ tiMtt id 
' pleasant, he may let psnt of it out. Some of tfirese 
Baih? are made- of yHikte iharble- and' are s6 con- 
structed iaaXit person may lie down or sit ia them. 
So grateful it is to remain aconndenMe dme in 
diem, in the wMi«a season of the year, that it 
is a common practice for ba^rs to ta&e books 
\9iA them to read while they thus indulge them- 
selves in the Bath. There are also Baths in a 
ciffercnt part of the bouse set apart for females. 
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After spending a little time at the'Batli, we re- 
turned to breakfast. . On sitting clown to it, I 
could not avoid noticing the difference there was 
betwixt an American and an English breakfast 
table ; and I took out my pencil and put down the 
different articles that were on the table before me, 
which were intended for four persons only. The 
articles were as follows :— coffee and tea, with rolls, 
and bread and butter, broiled fish, Veal cutlets^ 
hung beef, boiled eggs, a small species of lobster, 
radishes, and black-^berries. The butter brought 
upon the table, had a piece of ice placed upon it^ 
which is a general practice in this country, during 
die summer. This keeps the butter as cool and 
hard as in winter. Most of this day was spent in 
jpassing our luggage through the <;uston>-house ; 
and, it is but justice to the revenue officers m 
this country to notice, that they are very obliging 
in their behaviour; and, being allowed handsome 
salaries, they are not in the practice of taking 
fees or bribes. 

Sth Month, Ut Being invited by F. T. I ac- 
companied him to his country-house, about tw#. 
miles above New-York, on the East River, where 
I spent the evening and slept. Being in the heat 
of summer, and near the tide waters, I was con- 
siderably iripoyed with musquitoes. I returned 
with F. T' to New-York the next morning, and, 
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/after attending the mowflily meeting there, dme3 
^t J. B.'s. The next day J set out in the 
ffliail stage for Philadelphia, in con»pa^ with 
J. L. and J. F. On our way, we dined atNewari^, 
at Archibald Gilford's Taverp, and reached 
Prince Town to supper. The country we passed 
through was pleasantly diversified with hill and 
dale ; and the luxuriant appeafatiqe -of the fields 
of Indian corn, had a very striking efiect upon one 
who has not been much oi^t of England. Thq 
situations and appearances of N.ewark and Prince 
Town, are particularly blJaUtifiil: *Siit it was 
quite dark-before we reached Trenton, so dial our 
coachman was unable to see his way, in driving 
ip^o the ferry- boat 4 ;uid the wheels on oiia 
side of the carriage passing into the boat whilst 
those on the other side went into the Delaware, we 
narrowly escaped a plunge into the W^ter. TTiia 
passengers usually keep their seats, in die carriage 
while it is fei^ied over the rivers in this country ; 
and, in general, the hor^s are ^o well trained, that 
they are driven in and out vOf ^the boats without 
any difficulty. ,On findiif^g ourselves in diis peril(»i8 
situation, w;e all got out of the caitiag^. into the 
})oat as well as we could; which was no very easy 
task, as it was quite dark, and we were without 
lamp or xandle. The driver putting back his 
hprs^s, got clear of the boat, and in ^s second 
attempt drove fairly into it, and we crossed the 
fiver wijhouj furtber accid^t, 
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The next morning, the 4th of 8tli Month, we 
got safe to Philadelphia to breakfast. Here I 
met widi my brother J. S. and cousin T.W. whom 
X accompanied to S. B/s, in Arch-atreet, where 
I took up my lodgings. The streets of Philadel- 
phia all run parallel, or cross each other at right 
aj^gles, and many of them are planted with a row 
ef tree* on each side. In walking along them, i 
M as a good deal entertained with the loud, and 
almost incessant chirping which is heard from the 
trees in the eveniii^, after sun-set; and which I un- 
derstood was chiefly, occasioned/by the tree frog* 
This species of frog makes its abode amongst the 
branches of Uie trees,, and makes a very considera*' 
ble noise in the evening; 

9th Months 5th. I attended the North Division 
9ionthly meeting; and, being kindly invited, I 
dined and drank tea at J. W.'s, where I met with 
R. J.— M, R.— S> S. and T. S» The company of 
ao many friends^ whoiii I had seen and known ia 
England^ .vKas very pleasant. 

On the 6th of the 8di Month, I attended the 
quarterly meeting for Philadelphia, which, though 
one of the largest in America, did not continue 
more than one hour and a half, there being but 
little business before it, besides answering the 
queries. As thi» was likely to be a very abundaiit 

c 2 
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fruit year, and many friends had large orchards^ 
jBome individuals very pressingly cautioned them 
against suffering their cyder to be distilled. The 
concern of friends, in this countrj*, against the fre- 
quent use of spirituous liquors in their families, is 
^very great; and probably it is not without just 
cause. The trouble attendant on brewing and pile- 
serving malt liquor in warm climates is great; and, 
on the contrary, spirituous liquors are preseiTed 
witli so little difficulty, in so little room, and at so 
easy an expense, that most families, especially in 
the country, give them the preference as; a com- 
mon' beverage throughout the- year, when diluted 
with water. It is not from cyder alone they pro- 
cure spirits. Large quantities are also distilled 
from the juice of peaches. This is called peach 
brandy, and possesses a peculiar flavour and colour, 
obtained from the kernels. The general price of 
brandies of these kinds is about 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. 
sterling per gallon';, and they are, when kept an 
equal age, but little inferior to French brandy. 
After the quarterly meeting, I dined with T. S.'s 
family, being invited by him ; and, after dinner, 
look a walk with him tlirough his tan-yard. I ob- 
served that they did not confine themselves to oat 
bark; but made use of bark from otlier trees also, 
the particular kinds of which I do not recollect ; 
J)ut I think a species of pine; and the walnut are 
of the number. 
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Sth Month, Itlu In the afternoon I accom* 
panied some friends to take aview of the skeleton 
of a Mammoth; which was carefully put together 
and set up in a convenient room in the city. When 
clothed with flesh, this animal must have been of 
enormous bulk. The tusks were upwards of six 
feet in length, and the leg bones appeared about 
Uie thickness of the waist of a middle-sized person* 
In comparing the bones of this animal with those 
of an eleph2uit,.a considerable difference is: observed^ 
particularly about the feet; those of the. Mammoth 
resembling the feet of a beast of prey more than'the- 
elephant, appearing tO' be armed with sharp claw s; 
One of the claws, about eight inches in length, whicl^ 
was- found near the skeleton, I bad in my hands. 
An animal of such bulk, so armed, must have been- 
very destructive to the creatures around him. The 
Indians have a tradition, that on this account the 
Great Spirit directed that the whole species should 
become extinct.^ Near the bank^ of die larg^ 
rivers in this couutry, and generally near the salt 
springs, the bones- of tliese animals are found. In 
the inland parts of America all kinds of cattle are 
excessively fond of s^lt, and, as in other parts of 
the world, there are here many springs whose 
waters are brackish. Contiguous to these springs, 
the clay and earth, over which the waters have 
nm, are impjegnated with salt ; and to these- 
places, all kinds of wild cattle frequeutly resort^ 
and are seen licking the earth with great eagerness 

c 3 
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These places are called Salt Licks, by the inhabt* 
tantSy and; on the banks of the Ohio, is a place of 
this sort^t called the Bigbone lick, on account of 
the gi'eat numbers of Mammoth bones Mvhich are 
found buried in it& vicinity. From this it seems a» 
if these enormous creatures stationed themselves 
near the salt springs, that they might make a prey 
of the animals which resorted to them ; and, it !» 
very probable, that the old Mammoths^ in particu- 
lai*, might station themselves in places like thesej^ 
where, at last, they would die of old age^ 

Tlie 8tli and Qth were spent in Philadelphia^ 
•The next day, accompanied by my brother J. S^ 
and T. W. I paid a visit to a relation at his estate 
above Norristown, being about 20 miles front 
Philadelphia. This plantation^, coni^ists of SOO' 
acres of good land, 200 of which are cleared^ 
and 100 covered with wood^ ^ The wood land is 
the most valuable, being so convenient for the 
Philadelpliia' carpenters, &c. On the estate is a 
well finished square stone house, about 15 yards ia 
length, with a wide boarded floor piazza, both io. 
l>ack and front. These aiford excellent accom* 
modation during' the summer season, which con- 
tinues much longer, and in general is much wanner 
Ikere than in England ^ as, in these piazzas, they 
frequently take tea and spend their evenings. 
Besides the dwelling-house there is an excellent 
kitcb^; 9ad offi9^9 adjoioing ; rfith a large bam^ 
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«md stables sufficient to accommodate 40 horses 
and cows; all well built of stone. The estate 
extends the whole breadth betwixt die SchuilkiU 
and Perkiomy. On the former river there is a 
Shad Fishery which is of considerable value ; and, 
if prosecuted with spirit, might supply many fa- 
milies with fish for the whole year. The house is 
so situated that it conunands one of the finest pro- 
spects in Pennsylvania, and, being on a rising ground, 
k dry and healthy. The whole together forms 
one of the most beautiful spots I have seen in the 
United States. Tliis estate, mth all its appendages, 
cost about 56O0L sterlmg, which is but 121. per 
acre, die buildings included. There is also an ex- 
cellent orchard of about 10 acres planted with die 
choicest fruit-trees, which are just in their prime. 

This plantation was formerly in the possession 
of a friend from London, of the name of Vaux, 
who built the house and made the improvements 
upon it. When he resided there with his family, 
during the American war,^ being in full view of 
the great American encampment at Valley Foi^e, 
and on the opposite side of the river SchuilkiU, 
lie had frequently the company of General Howe, 
and the other British Commanders. One day it 
happened that he had Howe to breakfast and 
Washington to tea; and beii^ a friend who wished 
well to all men, he made no distinction between 
the contending parties; but left his house open to 
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all. This was die general practice of friends dur- 
ing the war^ particularly 'with those who stood 
true to die principles of theif profession,: and this 
proved the best policy; for. although attended with 
some. loss of provisions at the time^ yet th^y. were 
generally preserved from, any serious suffering i|t 
their pcrsQiis, by. their hospi|abI«L coi%dui$t». 

8M Monihf, I2th. TUs being the Ut d^y of tEe^ 
week> Quri relation, condiicted 113 to Providence 
n^ejbng^ a few. miles distmii bom hi$ house. After 
nneeting we were kindly inyit^: to dinner, by a 
firiend wbp was af stranger to ur. We felt an4- 
acknowledge his' kindiaess^ but. retiiumc^. with.our 
relation, in* whose family we spent the remainder 
of tfae.day* Notwithstanding this .was the hottest; 
reason of the year, we had a very liberal supply of 
ice upon the tab)e; which I found ti^ relation had. 
themesins of psocurii^g without trouble ere;i«pence^ 
lo himself. Amoiigst the buildings in hiapurchase- 
was an ice-hoose, which, every, winter, i& replo* 
nished.by soine of. his neighbour^ for. the privilege 
pf. supplying themaelvesf in the fiuni'mer/ Lnoticed* 
^at the two female servants employed in the fa«r 
milyi had, both of them, been lately hired fcomt caii;^ 
board aif vessel Iyit)g in the Delaware; andwliicii; 
had recently Arrived from Amsterdam with* several 
hundred Germans, men, women, and children, of 
that description of people called; in America^ Ilo*^ 
'^emptionerti l^ese are people in low oiitamii* 
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stances^ viho, being desirous of settling in America, 
and not having money to pay their passage^ agree 
with the American Captains of vessels to be taken 
over on condition of hiring for a term of years, on 
their arrival inAmerica, to masters who are willing 
to advance 10 or 12 guineas to be deducted out of 
their wages ; and it not unfrequently happens that 
they agree to serve two, three, or four years for 
meat and clothes only, on condition of their pas- 
sage being paid. Yet, as wages, in the general, 
are rather high in America, it will easily be sup- 
posed diat an active clever person, conversant in 
some business, will make much better terms on 
landing, than the old and infirm ; or than those who 
come over ignorant of any business. 

The two female servants I have just mentioned 
were both widows; and one of them had two chil* 
dren wiUi her in the family, who were quite; young. 
This woman had lost her husband about the time 
of their arrival on the American coast ; and the 
husband of the other, being a sea-faring man be- 
longing to Holland, had, as I understood, lost 
his life and property by an English diip of wat. 
Although these two females had obtained a settle- 
ment in a country enjoying many privileges beyond 
that which they had left ; yet, I think, no feeling 
mind could behold them thus circumstanced, 
placed amongst strangers of whose language they 
were almost wholly ignorant; and habituated to 
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customs very diS^T&at from tKoae to vrhicb^ tbej^ 
had pow to conform^ without sensatioBS o£ com?- 
passion ;, and it was very pleasant to m.e to 
observe diat the general deportment of my rela*- 
tions towards them was re3pectfuL 

I noticed nuu^y families^, p^ulicul&rly in Peun* 
sylvania, of great respectability both in our^ 
Society and amongst others^ who had themselves 
come over to this country as Bedemptioners ; op 
were the children of such. An4 it is remarkable^, 
that the Germaa residents in' this country,, have, 
a character for greater industry and stability th^^B^ 
tho3e of any other nation.^ 

In the plantation adjoiiiing to my relation's; wef 
visited a lead mine on the banks of the Perkio^ 
mih, which was then workad by a Frenchman. He; 
invited us to go down ioto il^ whea^, at the depdi 
of about 12 feel; I saw a vein of lead one 1.8 inches 
in thickness; and.a^ it i/» wmught at a very easy 
expensoi there was^a great probability of it$ being 
a very valu{(ble acqpii^tion. But these things, like 
many others in the w(»'ld, have the stamp of gneat 
uncertainty upon them* 

8^4 Mouthy \Sth We returned this day to 
Philadelphia. In our way, we stopped at thq Buck 
Tavern, where we supped s^lld bi*eak&sted; After, 
breakfast we croiss^d th^ SchuilkiU^ at Spring Mill 



1 ifi'* 



\ y- 



NOlrttt AMBUlCA. 55 

IPerry, and had a sight of a -vineyard of about fiyje 
.ftcfres, under die management of a Trcnchman. 
As ifae tines ^ete hot suffered to grow more than 
liiree feet in height, it had something the appear- 
^n«e of a field of raspberries. By thus pruning 
down the Tines, the fimit> generally, becomes much 
finer thvi "v^cM^ufifered .to spread, as is commonly 
the case in England. TTiis day Sie thermometeir 
^ood at 76, in the sivade> at t^o o'clock in. the 
.afte^6on. I believe that we have sometimes as 
chot days in England, lihiring'tii^ sutnmer month's, 
.as are commonly felt in America; but there be- 
ing a much longer continuance t>f hot weather 
in the latter country, it is, of course, more fa- 
^rourable for ripening ^various Jcinds of fruit. 
Having beestk v^ .kn^dly invited, I dined at 
E. Ij's, \h^ fiitfcet «rf on^e of our companions on 
Jixe voyage from Liverj)OQl. The generous atten- 
rtions I experienced in this family, 1 trust, I shall 
,not sooii foi^get. On silting down to dinner, I 
.found mysdf in company with three other English- 
onen, whom &is kind family hiad also invited : they 
Mrere J. S. of MancbifisCek'; J. N. of Wakefield; 
jand J. F. of Leeds, 

*Stk Morithy 14fA, was employed in Philadd- 
|)hia ; and> after business, I drank tea and spent 
the evening at B. J.*s. He was one of that little 
band of friends who visited tiie South of France a 
few years ago. 
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.Bth Month, 1 5th. Spent part of diis day at 
J. W.% where I had the company of R. J. and 
M. R. The lively and cheerful flow of R. J/s spirits 
remains with her in old age; no doubt, in a great 
measure, the result of a well-spent life ; and she 
enjoys, in a remarkable degree, the love and esteem 
of her neighbours and friends. In the evening I 
called on Wm. Savery's widow, who appeared to 
be dejected, on account of ihe recent loss of a 
beloved husband. Few men have finished their 
course, in the possession of more esteem and regard 
from mankind in general ; and his mind dwelling 
near to the Foimtain of Life and Love, his charity 
was unbounded. Exclusive of the testimony of 
the meeting to which he belonged, I noticed a 
number of tributes to his memory, in a variety of 
periodical publications, both in prose and verse. 

Sth Month, \^h. Spent a pleasant evening at 
D. Bacon's. He, like the last-mentioned friend, 
was a man highly esteemed in the circle of his 
acquaintance ; and, being of a sweet disposition, 
bad great place amongst young friends, when his 
advice >vas wanted. He is since deceased. 

8M Month, VJth. I dined and spent a part of 
the day at James Pembeiton's, a kind and- 
hospitable friend of this meeting. Although - 
approaching to his QOth year, he was then of 
considerable activity in offices of kindness to his 
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friends. Having lived nearly all his time in this 
city, he has had the opportunity of observing its 
regular, although rapid progress, from a small 
town to a great commercial city. Amongst 
odier things, he mentioned to me that he well 
remembered the time when there was but one 
ironmonger's shop in the place; and when there 
was only one ship in the trade between Philadel- 
phia and London ; and the arrival of this vessel 
used to be of so much importance, that marriages 
were sometimes delayed until its return. Such is 
the great increase of this city, that it is now said 
to contain 106,000 inhabitants; more than 1000, 
families of whom are of our society. 

Bth Month, 1 Sth. Being the first day of the week, 
I attended Frankfort meeting; afterwards dined at 
N. W.'s, and in the afternoon drank tea at A. G.'s, 
where I slept. And the next day I returned to 
Philadelphia, A. G. kindly giving me a seat in his 
carriage. 

Qth Month, SO/A. Most part of this day was 
employed at Philadelphia, in writing to my family 
in England. Having an opportunity of noticing 
a thermometer, I observed that it stood at 82 in 
the shade. The next day was employed in business 
at Philadelphia; and I supped and spent tlie even- 
ii^ at J. W.'s. 

3> 
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Sth Month, Q2d. I set out for New-York is 
the packet-boat, by way of Burlington, and had a 
pleasant sail up the Delaware, being about 20' 
miles. The fare I paid was 13|^d. to Burlington. 
The next day I attended Burlington meeting, and 
on the 24th, set out in the public stage for Am- 
boy, passing through a great part of West Jersey^ 
In our way we breakfasted at Croswick's, where I 
noticed a noble meeting-house and school, which 
friends have built there, with spacious grounds 
about them, all in neat order. Tliis night I lodged 
at the inn at Amboy, and was pleasantly lulled to 
rest by the plaintive notes of the Whippoorwill. 
This bird is often heard in the dead of the night, 
in the summer season, in America. Its song is an 
unceasing repetition of the three syllables of its 
;iame, " Whip-poor-will," in soft and plaintive 
accents. 

8/A Month, Q>5th. This morning I went on 
board the packet for New-York, and in the passage 
w^e passed by the Romulus, Capt. R. B. from Liver- 
pool. By this vessel I had the pleasure of receiv- 
ing letters from my friends in England, and also 
agreeable accounts of my wife and children, who 
w ere at Liverpool when she left that port. 

I staid at New-York till after the 11th of the 9tfi 
xnonth. • In this city I once dined at the house of 
•; in company with several English friendy. 
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This individual is a remarkable instance of the 
instability of human things* A very short time 
since he was one of the most wealthy merchants 

in this city, and stood high in the estimation of 
friends, and that deservedly. By the Indians who 
visited New- York, he was looked up to as a father; 
and his house was always open to them. When 
by a sudden reverse, arising from circumstances 
which he could not controul^ his property wa» 
dissipated and lostr 

9th Monthy Sdciid 4th, were employed in busi- 
ness. One day, in passing along the streets, I was 
entertained with the sight of two Indian young 
men, with each a bow and arrow in his band, trip- 
ping nimbly along, like two wild animals yet un- 
broken to the yoke. I also attended the sale of a 
forg« and saw mill, with four dwelling-houses, and 
^0 acres of land, distant 40 miles from New- 
York, and 10 miles from Hudson's River. Tlie 
whole sold for 2701. sterling. Before I left this 
city, I wrote several letters to my family and friends -; 
in England, by the Josiah,, Collins. 

9th Month, l2tL I left New-York in the, stage, 
for Philadelphia, arrived there the next day; 
and, after staying one night, set out for Baltimore 
in. the stage, by way of Derby, Chester, \Mhning- 
ton. Head of Elk; and Havre-de-Grace. Here 1 
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6rossed the Susquehanna, a noble river, being 
about one mile over. Ilience I proceeded to the 
Gunpowder Falls, where I saw some considerable 
iron wprks. 

Qth Month f J5tk. I came to Baltimore, and 
being pressingly invited by J. T. I took up my 
quaiters at his house. As I was a stranger in 
Baltimore, and had no acquaintance with him, bctt 
liad accidentally met with him mt a fnend^i itome, 
as I was delivering a letter, I felt the greater obli« 
gation to him for his generous attention. 



QtJi Month, l6th. After beii^ employed the fere^ 
part of die day in business, I was invited to dftiraer 
by G. M. an open4iearted old omn, and fatber- 
in-law to J. T. with whom I spent part of the day. 
In the afternoon I called upon G. M. who, a consi- 
derable time back, had emigrated with his father^ 
of the same name, and several branches of die 
family, into this country, out <ji the noithem parts 
of Yorkshire. 

Qth Month, 17 th, I left BadtinKMre, aad, in the. 
evening, came to Washington City; or rather to 
the scite on which the Metropolis of the United 
States is intended to be built ; for, as yet, little k 
done towards the foundation of a city, exoeptng 
the public offices, and houses for the atcommeda- 
tion of the officers and clerks iii -the various 4e- 
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partments of the State, and a few inns and taverns; 
but, as George Town is adjoining to it, they to^ 
gether make up a population of about 8000 inha* 
bitants. The capitol will be a noble building 
when finished ; and is beautifuHy situated on a 
commanding eminence ; whence every part of the 
city may be seen ; and whence also is a fine pro- 
spect of the Navy Yard, and of the Potowmack as* ' 
far down as to Alexandria; being a distance of 6 or 
7 miles. Upon the whok, the situation is one of 
the most eligible spot& for a city that I have ever 
seen ; and the plan being deliberately drawn out, 
and every thing done with regularity and order, it 
bids fair, at some future day, to be one of the 
most elegant and regularly built cities in the world; 
and, what is of more consequence, the situation is- 
dry and healthy. To a contemplative mind, there 
is something very interesting in the consideration 
of the representatives of an extensive empire, like 
that of the United States, thus joliitly fixing 
upon the most eligible situation for their chief 
«ity. 

After taking tea at George Town, I crossed the 
Potowmack, and went down that everiing to 
Alexandria, a beautiful little city, situated on that 
river, at a spot where it is about one mile over,. 
and so deep diat ships of war ride at anchor 

before the town* 

D 3 ' 
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A wortby friend, of this city, mentioned to me 
a remarkable preservation experienced ih&re duiinf^ 
the ivar. While the town was in the bandsi of the 
AniericanGovernmentytheEnglisbCommanderhady 
for some reason, given orders to bum it; and a ship 
of war, containing every requisite for its destruction, 
was ordered up the Potowmack. Ilie inhabitants, 
as may well be conceived, were in the utmost con- 
aternation; but, at the moment when they were in 
the greatest confusion and distress; whilst the ship 
was steadily making her way within sight of the 
town, and all was given up for Ipst, there being 
no prospect of help, at this critical moment, the 
ship struck upon a sandbank, where she remained 
immoveable. The town was thus providentially 
saved from destruction, by that All-powerful arm, 
which so often interposes in the affairs of men; 
sometimes bringing down those who by a series 
of success seemed to think themselves out of 
the reach of accident ; and sometimes raising up 
others who by a long train of adversity had 
thought themselves even below hope. 

9th Month, ISth. I lodged last night at Alexan- 
dria. Soon after I fell asleep, I was suddenly 
waked by tlie noise of a number of horns. It ap- 
peared to me that the instruments used were cow- 
horns ; and they made a prodigious bellowing in 
the dead of the night. On inquiring I found that 
it was the constant practice of the watchmen of 
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this citf, on meeting, to take tiieir rounds, to 
serenade the citizens with a loud blast from their 
horns, which they carry with them, and which are 
used for the same purpose as the watchmen's rat- 
tles in England. This morning, in comps^ny with 
two friends, I crossed the Potowmack, and paid a 
visit to a family at jN" This family, consist- 

ing chiefly of females, were bom at Wickersley, 
near Botherliam. Their mother was of a family 
near Settle, who are of the Roman Catholic per- 
suasion. The family came over early in the set- 
tlement of Maryland by Lord Baltimore; and the 
bricks of which the hotfse is built, they informed 
me, were brought over in the same ship with their 
progenitors. The house is constructed upon the 
plan of sbme of our old English mansions; and the 
garden is laid out in the old English stile. It is 
remarkable that I have never yet seen a garden, in 
America, walled round as in England. I believe 
that one principal .reason is the warmth of the cli- 
mate, and the clear, fine atmosphere, which pre- 
clude the use of fruit walls. Besides, walls would 
obstruct the free current of air, which would be an 
objection to them. Yet, I have frequently seen 
gardens handsomely fenced round to the height of 
6 or 7 feet, with peatly pianed boards, painted 
white or green. It abated greatly the pleasure I 
should have received from the hospitality of this 
family, when I was informed that they were ' in 
possession of upwards of one hundred Negro 
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slaves; numbers of whom I saw at work m tfie 
fields, the garden, and about the house. The; 
appeared to be a remarkably stout, robust race of 
men, and, in point of health, had, to all appear- 
ance, greatly the advantage of their owners. A 
person, not conversant with these things, would be 
naturally led to think, that where families have the 
opportunity of employing a. number of slaves, 
every thing about their houses, gardens, and plan- 
tations, would be kept in very, nice order. How- 
cver> the reverse of this is generally the case; and' 
I was sometimes ready to think that the more 
slaves there were employed about a house and= 
plantation,, the s more disorder appeared. I am: 
persuadied, that in a well-regulated family, with 
one or two hired servants, much more neatness,, 
order,, and comfort may be preserved, than can be 
maintained by treble the number of slaves. I have 
been in families where several slaves were kept 
which have scarcely afforded* the common neces- 
saries of life. I have sat at table in families where 
two or three slaves have waited upon us, and yet 
there has not been a lodging-room or accommoda^ 
tions at night, equal to what many a labouring map 
in England is able to furnish ; and, to compare the 
accommodations of a slave-holder, in some of the 
Southern States, witli what the meanest of the 
Pennsylvanian farmers are accustomed to, would 
be still more unfavourable to the former. 
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9th Month, jgth. After attending to some busi- 
ness, P.J. and several other friends joining us, we 
took a boat with an intention of visiting Mount "^ 
Vernon; but, after sailing a few miles on the 
Potowmack, the wind got up very high, and 
we found it would be unsafe to land; so, ^ftcir 
taking a view of that beautiful spot from fjse river^ 
we found it most prudent to return. "Before we 
had got half way back to Alexandria, the wind 
•dU increasing, a great part of our company pre- 
ferred walking 7 or 8 miles in the heat of the di^^ 
to the danger of continuing their voyage on the 
jiver; and they were accordingly put on shore at 
the first convenient, landing. On approachii^ the 
shore, I was entertained with the sight of a num* 
b&r of beautiful tortoises^ that were seated upon 
the edge of a large boat which lay a wreck at the 
water nde. Their colours were as beautifully 
variegated as the wings of the butterfly* After 
Jandiug a part of our company, we beat up the 
Tiver in the best mann^ we could; and^ had I: not 
been a pretty good swimmer, I should frequently 
have considered myself in extreme danger; but 
knowing that if the boat had filled with water, I 
"was able to swim on shore, I had not much fear 
al^out me. 

9th Month, %Qth. I attended Alexandria monthly 
meeting in the forenoon ; and, there being a vessel 
lying here, which was about sailing for Liverpool, 
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I wrote and foi-warded several letters to my rela- 
tives in England. Although the atmosphere on 
the continent is in general very clear ; yet I could 
not avoid noticing, that, in this part of America, 
it Avas still clearer than in any place I had before 
seen. The stars seemed to glitter with a brilliancy 
ej^ceeding any thing I had already been witness 
to. So great was their lustre, that, waking about 
midnight, and observing a considerable de^ee of 
Hght shining into the chamber, at first, I thought 
it might be fi'om the moon ; but, on recollection, 
I knew this couTd not be the case, and looking, 
out at the window, I found the light proceeded 
from several brilliant stars, which shone with such 
brightness a» to cause the shadow of any inter- 
vening object, much in the same manner as tfie 
moon. The inn I slept at, is kept by an English- 
man of the name of Gadsley, and is conducted in 
a manner much superior to most inns In this coun*- 
try, or many in England. Every thing was pre*, 
served neat and clean, with good b^^, and not 
more than one or two in a chamber. 



Note. — James PembertoD, a friend mentioned in page 36^ 
ift since deceased; and an interesting account is given of himi 
iB the 10th pait of « Piety Promoted,*' by J. G. BevaiK. 
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CHAP. III. 

fort'T(jhaccO'^'Trederichshurg — Richmond-^N'cgro tnal"^ 
Gouchland-^Fredericksburg-^ Effects of Negro SlO" 
very on the Whites^^Mount Vernon-^Georgc Tow«— 
Baltimore'^ Brandy Wine-^Wilmington-^FhUadelphia, 

On tlie 2\st/>f 9th Month, 1804, I left Alex- 
andria, crossed the Potowmack, and went down 
to Port-Tobacco/ In my way I passed through 
Piscattaway, where I dined, and where, amongst 
other things, broiled squirrels were served up at 
table. In travelling along this day, I obser\ed 
that the population of this part Of the country 
consisted chiefly of black people ; and, in many 
parts of the road, I noticed it was mostly tracked 
with their bare feet, some of which appeared to 
be immoderately large, arising, probably, from 
their almost constant practice of going barefoot. 
In many places I had an opportunity of seeing the 
farmers busily employed in treading out the grain 
in tlie open fi^ds, with their horses. These were 
mounted with several negro boys, who continued 
riding round and round in a circle, in which the 
dieaves w^re spread. At the same time, a num 
ber of negro men were employed in casting oft 
the straw, when the grain was trodden out, and 
replacing it with fresh sheaves. Sometimes I have 
seen ten or tw^ve horses go r€itind in one circle; 
one negro boy having the cjare of two or three 
horses. ' 
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9th Month, 2Q,d. In passing by the publid 
grave-yard at Port-Tobacco, I observed oh one 
of the grave stones, the name of Gray inscribed, 
\vith the addition that he was.a native of the parish 
of Sheffield. 

9th Month, 9,3d. In travelling along the road, 
I was a little entertained with several parties oif 
females riding to their places of worship ; some 
of whom were escorted by a negro boy who rode 
behind one of the girls. On coming to a gate, or 
any other impediment, the negro jumps nimbly off 
the horse, and) after rendering the sei-vice required, 
as nimbly runs after his mistress and again resumes 
his seat, without any detention of the party. 

Yesterday I visited Colonel Ware, at his habi- 
tation, by whom I was kindly treated. ' Many 
habitations in this part of the country are exceed- 
ingly private and retired; and the situations of 
some of them beautiful beyond description ; but 
that cruel system of negro slaveiy, seeois to hang 
like a dark cloud over all their pleasant scenes. In 
the afternoon of this day, I returned to Alexandria, 
and, in crossing the Potowmack, was ferried over 
by two negro slaves, who gave me an account of 
two of their fellow slaves being' drowned, in cross- 
ing this ferry during the last winter, at a time 
when large quantities of ice were floating down the 
stream, which overset the boat, I believe, it some- 
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times happens, that diese poor creatures are very 
4iniiecessar3y exposed to dangers^ whea tliey dare 
fiot remonstrate widx their owners* 

Amring at Alexandria in time, I attended theii' 
«ftemoon meeting, and dined with W. P. a valu- 
able old customer; and afterwards supped and 
«pent die evening wilh bis partner X B« a worthy 
Minister, x 

^h Month, ^4tk, I sc% ont in the mail stage 
for WmdmohBhwng, vAiere I spent the evening, and 
lodged at this liMse of a lidspiitable person of th^ 
•aame of J. OL wlio; though not a member of our 
^society, has a regard fotr friends and their priu* 
ciples. frii soTne Conversation I bad with him, he 

toli me fliat lie came over to America wdth his 
parents^ in eariy life, from Ireland; and beuig sooa- 

left an orphan, bsld' many difficulties and dis- 
eooragemeffts to stn-mount ; but that he bad beea 
favoured to establish himself here. I found he 
^as conndeVed by bis neigbbourS| as a man of re- 
spectability; and by many of diem was supposed to. 
he a member of our society. Although x:onvinced 
of the trudi of our principles, yet I believe h< has 
.never applied to be received as a member ; and 
being at a considend»le distance from any meeting 
ojf fiietids^ «nd baving but little of their society,, 
«kcept the transient call of such as may be travel- 
ing that If ay, k is probable he never may apply. 
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Qih Month, 25th. I pursued my way 4o Bicb- 
mond iu the mail stage, through a beautiful coun* 
try, but clouded and debased by Negro slavery. At 
the house where I bre^fasted, which is called the 
Bowjiug-^r^en, J was told that theowu^r had inhb 
possession 900 slaves. In one field oiear the .bouse^,. 
planted with tpbacco^ I couoted nearly 20 womea 
and children^ employed in picking gmbs from the 
plant. la the aftemocn J passed by a field ia 
whif^ several poor slaves had lately been executed^ 
x>n the chaise v^f Jid^viagas mtentioa to rise agaiast 
their m^.ter^ A Jaw^er who was present' at didr 
trials jat JtlqhpKmd. informed ane tiiat on erne 
of them hping .a^bed^ what Jie bad to say to this 
court in his defence^he replied, in a maidy toae of 
voices *' I have nothing more to, offer than wha]t 
Gqn^ral Washington would have, had to ofCbr, had 
he bee9 taken by die iBi^t^A and juit to tnal by 
them. I have adveotured jny life ia ^/eud^vouring 
to obtain the liberty of my countr}inen^ and 9m a- 
«villing sacrifice in their cause : aad J beg, ,as a far 
^our, that I may be immediately led to .execution^ 
I know that you have pre-determiued to shed my 
blood, why then all this mockery of a tjial/*'. 

In the evening I arrived at Richmond, the capi- 

' tal of Virginia. In one respect, this has^a good 

deal the appearance of an English town, bavii^ ^ 

cloud of smoke hanging over it> occasioned by ibt 

tt9$ of pit-coal. Tbey -have great plenty of this 



tfrticfe in the neighbourhood, a considerable quan- 
tity of which they ship to oAeT parts of the United 
States. There is also a: navtgable canal for the 
conveyance of coal> on ifvhich a great deal of busi- 
Mess is done, and the canal appears to be as ^^elt 
managed as diose in England.* 

9th Month, Q6iK. Having business \\ itti C. A. of 
Gouchland; at the distance of about SO miles on a* 
cross roadj I hired a horsa and rod6 to his house 
in the course of the day* My rtad' lyitig, jmrt of 
die way,, dirough extensive plantations cultivated- 
by negro slaves, many of ^hoiti dwell in small- 
clusters of huts at no' gr^at distance from their 
master's house; I had the curiosity to look into- 
some of their little habittitions ^ but all that I eixa^ 
mined Were wretched in tUe extreme, and far^ 
inferior to many Indian cottages I have seen.- 

In passing along f observed in some places that^ 
Ae land was very productive in tobacco, being: 
at- fine rich black mould*- 

9th Month, 9.1 th. 1 slepf at C. A/s, and tliis 
morning set out for Fredericksburg, being ac- 
companied by his youBg man, our road lyings 
through the woods great part of the way^ At the 
place where we dined, we were waited on by two 
mullatto girls; whose only clothing appeared t^ 

£ 2 



^d TBAVELS IN 

« 

be loose garments of cotton and wooU^ tlo^ 
girt round the waist with a small cord. I had oIk 
served that this was a common dress of the work*- 
log female Negroes in the fields 5 but, when engaged 
in business in the house, it seemed hardly sufficient 
to cover them. In tlie yard> I observed a number 
of slaves' ei^aged in the mam^ement of a stilly 
employed in making spirits from, cyder. Here 
' again I had the curiosity to look into some of the 
^egro huts, which like those I had before seen^ pre« 
sented little else but^dirt and raga. In travelling 

along, I saw several plantations of cotton, in some 
of ^hich the negro children were gatherii^ the wook 
la the afternoon, as our road lay through the woods^ 
I was surprised to meet a family party tmyelling 
along in as elegant a coach as is usually met witk 
in the neighbourhood of London; and attended b; 
several gaily dressed footmen: a sight not very 
common hi the back-woods of this country. The 
evening coming on, and no inn beiiig near, we 
took up our quarters at the house of a planter of 
the name of Holiday, where ve were nvell accom^* 
juodated. 

pih Mmthf Q^6ih, We came to Fredericksburg 
^ fnd lodged at Fisher's Tavern* The next morning, 
I was waked early by the cries of a poor Negro, 
who wds undergoing a severe correction, previously 
to his going to work^ On taking a walk <»i the 
banks of th^ Rappahannock, the river on which 
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litis tottm is seated, I stepped into one of the large* 
tobacco warehouses which are built here, for the 
deception and inspection of that plant, before it is 
permitted to beexportecL. @n entering into coii- 
versationwitb an inspector; as he was employed ia- 
looking ever a parcel of tobacco^ be lamented ther 
licei»iousne89 which He: remarkedf- so« generally 
prevailed in tbis town? He'said^i' tliarin his remem- 
brance, the principal |>arr of the inhabitants were 
<Cfmigrantii- from Scotland, and' that' it was consi- 
dered SO" fepn^achful fo life white inhabitants, if 
they were fbimd t^ Have an illicit- connection with 
their female slaves, that their neighbours would ' 
ahun tKe' cfompany of such, as of persons with 
whom it was a reproacK to be acquainted. Tlie 
case was now so*mucli ai^tered that, he belie ved> 
diere were but few slave-holders in tlfe place who 
were free from guilt in this respect; and that it 
was now thought but little of.' Such was the bru-^ 
ISdity and hardness of heart which this evil pro- 
duced, that many amoi^st th^em paid'^n^) more 
regard to* selling^ tfieir own chlldrein^ By their 
fennde slave8> or even tliehrbrotfiers and sisters, in 
tfie same line; than they would do to the. disposal 
•f a^'COw or ahorse, or any o*her property in the. 
brute' creation. To so low a degree of degrada- 
tion does the system of negro slavery sink the white 
. inhabitants; who are unhappily engaged in it, 

Z3' '. 
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Qlh Month, ^h. Having {mid my Aire last 
flight to go in the mail stage to Alexandria, I re-» 
paired to the ■ ' i i ■' Taverv tfos morning, at the 
hour appointed by the landlord, v/ho it abo clerk 
to the stage ; but t^e circnmstance of my lodging, 
at another inn, on account o{ the venmn with, 
which I' had been annoyed when I last slept at the 
■■ Tavern, had so ^pleased the man,* tiiat 

he had sent off the stage considerably before the^ 
usual time, in order that I might be disaf^pointed^ 
^f getting to Alexandria this day» As I stood at 
the door of the Taveni, remoB^trating with the* 
landlord on account of his. meali and nukind con^ 
duct in treating me thus, J, C. sode up to us oqi 
an excellent horse of his own ; and, as soon as be 
imderstood how the landlord had behaved to me^ 
he immediately dismounted and insisted upoa my 
pursnii^ my journey upon his horse.. I accorci^. 
ingly accepted his generous offer, but> before I 
«et out, I complained to the post-inaster^ who re« 
turned the money I had paid at the Tavern, and^ 
at the same time declared, that if ev^r, he again 
detected the landlord in the like, base conduct ta 
any traveller, he would remove the mail atagf 
to another inn. The circumstance of pursuing tag 
journey on horseback, afforded me an opportunity 
of visiting Mount Vernon, the habitation of the 
late General Washington; and I was shown through 
the house by a person wh9 had the care of il* 
The situation is beautiful; being a lising ground^ 
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commanding a £&e prosper of the riret JPotom^ 
mack and the surronndutg cowniry. im the even*' 
ing, I arrived Mife «f Gadsby^s Tavern in Alexam 
tbria, having enjoyed, on Imsebacky a oMicb more 
pieaiant ride, dianl shot^ have had m the alag<$« 
Thus it aon»etirae$ happens liiat our enjoymenla 
wise out of c&appointmoata.. . 

9th Mont Af SOthu A respectable person at the 
nin being about to return towards Fredericksbiyg^ 
afforded me an opportunify of sendibg back J. C/s 
iiorae, and I accordingly avaijed inyself of it# I 
supped and spent this evening at E. S«% a valuablo 
medical friend in this city* 

\Oth Monthy 15^ and td, wet e spent at Alexai^hriii 
in commercial engagements* The neat day 1 took 
my passage m the packet (or George Toiwn^ and ^ 
had a pleasant sail up Ae Po^Kmmack; ksvii^ a 
fine view of Washington city, particularly of the 
capitol and of the Presideotfa home; which are m 
fll^t aU die way from Alexandria. In the e¥ens^g 
I came to George Town, and staid vA an inn, m 
company with a Messenger who had juit anittd 
ifom Spam, with dispatches for the Amesscas: 
Cknrenment^ and, he being «h agreeable mielhk 
gem person, di6 time I vi as with him iraa spent 
satisfactorily* 

lOrA Monih^ 4th. I set ont for Baltimore, ia 
company with Thomas WashiQgton^ a idation of 
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Ae General of tbat iume. Widi this person ¥ 
Iiad some acquaintance; having, met witfe him be-^ 
fore. In travelling along/ he gave me^ a Iktle 
account of a visit he paid to Paris^ at the time of 
the Revolution* Amongst other things^ he men- 
tioned to; me the extreme indifference with Mrhick 
many poor men paid the forfeit of their lives^ 
during that awfid period. At one time he accom*- 
panied the Ameiican Ambassador, to a place whenca 
he. had a near view of a number of these victims^ as 
they were about to be executed; said where he wa& 
so nesQ* that he could hear their conversation;. which 
was as Hght and' frivolous as of men engaged in- 
the common or ordinary concerns of life. One of" 
them remarked to. his companion^r that he wfould-^ 
take care that he would have nothing to do witk 
Revolutions in the next worlds seeing he had m^: 
with so^ poor a- rewasdin this* 

• Several' of our companions^ in the stage wer»' 
French people, and amongst them~ a Catholic 
priest There was somediing singular in thir 
yito'si conduct and'ccnvversation. Sometimes he 
appeared very devoutly reading a book of devo- 
tioiv; andy in-a moment, he would shut up his boofe 
i^d be^ nnt^iilg wiA*. the greatest gaiety, and 
talking^ nonsense to his female companions. \a 
the afternoon I arrived at Baltimore^ and took u}^ 
my quarters at J.^ T/sr 
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loth MotUh, 6A. A vjemi h^iaf^ akMt to mI 
for EnglaQd from t)u8.por|, I empl^y^ tjte 4Aji 
in writh:^ to my family anid frieiuU there ^aiid«,ii| 
the eveoing^ I supped with my old {jdmi G, M. 

lOth Month, 6th, This day I v^as ei^aged in at* 
tending to my concerns in Baltimore ;: and the next 
being the 1st of the week, I attended the meeting ia 
that city, and supped and spent the evening with 
J. M. an old customer^ who having acquired a large 
property in trade, has now retired from business. 
I was informed that his eldest son had addressed 
Wm. Patterson^s daughter,- in order to marriage; 
but having Jerome Bonapart6 for a riv^l,. had met 
vith a disappointment; she having given the pre- 
ference to the Frenchman, to whom she is now 
married. I had an opportunity of seeing Jerome 
and his bride, and coidd perceive in his counter 
nance and person, a great resemblance to the 
portraits we see of the French Emperor. 

10th Month, eth, vms employed in writing t& 
my friends in Englaid; and, an opportnnity offer-* 
11^, I forwarded several letters and papers to them*^ 

lOth Month, 9th4 I left.BaltimiHre. He road, 
iu some parts lying through the woods, and the 
wind being very bighji we foimd some difiicalty iii 
getting along, on account of the great number o£ 
large trees which were blown dowa and laid across 
flie road. However we got safe to Havre-de- 



BB « Maveis sk 



I w 



Grace ; klit die wmd contmuing higB, it vay 
thott^ unsafe to s^nd the mail across the Sus^ 
^iidiontia/vrliich is here upwards of a mile over j 
so we concliideki to lodge faere, and sel? wUat the 
morning might produce. Aa we were a mixed^ 
company in the stage> the conversation turned on. 
various subjects; and ^e pooi^ Negro islaves being; 
frequently in sights as we passed^ along, they be- ' 
came one of course. I observed one passenger to^ 
be a warm advocate for the slave trade; ^nd he^ 
in very strong terms^ condemned, the conduct ofV 
friends who were active in the cause of the Negroes^r 
Amongst other things, he remarked that tliere was* 
a tailor in Philadelphia, . a Quaker,, of the name 
of ■ , whose work-board being at a front- 

window^ he had an opportunity of noticing fhe paSr 
sengers in the street; and that wRenever He saw a 
Negro whom he judged to be a runaway slave, he 
would, in a nionfent,, jump frpm his work-board, 
and run into tlie street. If he found the Negro to 
be really a runaway, he would take him nnder hi»^^^ 
pjotectioa, and send him to some settlement in the- 
back parts of Pennsylvanid^. where he woidd be-, 
sure to find employment; and thus he went on 
from day to dky, in what die slave merchant 
considered no better than highway robbery. The* 
ma» who was making these- observations^ I found 
had beenm that trade ; and that T. H-. was the friend 
who had with much propriety been a father tO' 
the oppressed Negroes, 
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iMiMonlh, . lOth. Th^ ymOw haaing aom'e- 
"^'hat abatedjL.we rveotured t6 crowjfae Siiaque^ 
Jiaima ; but it being 4iie time of h>w water^ and the 
ibrce of the winds haviiig .drivea down the water 
^ery consid^];ahly the bpats^could not approach the 
Jirni land by mOfe than 100 yards, . and we had to 
mount upon the backs of the boatmen, who car- 
:iied us through die mud; but widi considerable ' 
difficulty, and not .without now and then -letting nd 
down in th^ mi^e. Qn getting fairjy oyer, I found 
a number ofJnends bythe river side, on their "way 
to Baltimore yearly meetings and amongst them 
3t. W. fonnefly of Sheffield. In the course of 
.&e afternoon I passed by A. A. near the Head of ^ 
!Elk« In the evening I eame to Newport, where 
3 slept, having had the company of J. PlesantSj »{ 
Philadelphia. ^ 

« 
Wth Month, Wth. I came to Wflmington, and 
-WM kindly entertained at S. S.'s and J. G/s; the 
former of whom accompanied me to the Brandy 
Wine Hiver Mills. TKese mills are mostly in the 
hands of friends ; and although not the most ex- 
tensive, are inxonstruction and in situation perhaps 
equal to any. They are eiglit in number, and each 
grind upon an average, per day, about three tons 
and a half of flour, and about ten tons of Indian 
meal; g<HSg through all the processes of grind- 
mg, dressing, packing, &c. They aie so situated, 
that sea ^vessels receive and discharge dieir cargoes 
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«k)Hgude Ibe milb* The neij^^mliood of ^ese 
oiilk is romantic "^tai hestQAM, and is one amongst 
Ibe flamy i^easant spots I have seen in ibis coun- 
try* Indeed die town of Wilmington has every 
advantage ; its situation being on a rismg ground, 
and its streets, intersecting each other at right 
mgles. 

loth Month, IQth, was spent pleasantly at 
Wihnington^ in the families of J. G. suid S. S. 
In this^ place, as in many tOMUS in this coun- 
try, I observed that a considerable proportion of 
the inhabitants were friends, and what to an 
Englishman had something remarkable in it, I 
noticed &at the females at the inn, where I took 
niy place in &e stage, appeared like p^n cohsistr 
ent frientds, and indeed they wei% such, for onght 

I know to the contrary. 

« 

lOthMondi, ISth. Itookmy d^artureforPhilap 
<delphia, the road lying through a pleasant country, 
diversified with hill and dale, and commanding a fine 
prospect of the Delaware -and &e opposite Jersey 
shore, nearly all the. way. In passing by some 
farms near Wilmmgton, I was struck with the sight 
of several fields of liidian corn, the crops on which 
were finer than any I had ever before seen. Oxi 
inquiry, I found they belonged tor an innkeeper> who 
bad manured them welL From v^o.us obsevva- 
tions J have made, I have no doubt that the land 
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ill this country, generally speaking, would, when 
plentifully manured^ yield much greater crops than 
can commonly be obtained in England; chiefly 
owing to their summer, or season of vegetation 
continuing a greater length of time than with us. 
In the evening I amved at I^hiladelphia. 

10/A Mmth, UfA. This being the first day of 
the week, I attended meeting ; and> in. the after- 
noon was at the burial of S. E. who had' been a 
friend and customer of mine some years. The uncer- 
tainty of life, and the fluctuating state of things in 
the world, were seldom more fully exemplified than 
in the case of this young man. Few jnen have pur- 
sued business with more reputation and success 

• 

than he had done; so that, in a few y^ars, he had 
lionourably acquired a very large property; and, 
only a few weeks before, was united to an ami- 
able young woman, to whom he had for some time 
been sincerely attached. At this moment, whea 
^every thing on earth seemed to smile around him, 
-and there was every prospect of many years of 
happiness, a blight was brought over all, in an 
imexpected and awful way. He was suddenly 
deprived of reason, and, after a few weeks con;^ 
finement, departed this life, leaving a mournful, 
although instructive lesson of the mutability of all 
earthly enjoyments. Having received an invitation 
from my countryman T. S. I supped and spent the 
^evening at his house. 
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I Of A Month, 1 5th and l6fA, I was employed is 
business ; and having an opportunity, by a vessel 
3ivhich was ready for sailings I wrote to my family^ 
The nexjt day I spent an hour or two in Doctor . 
B,.*s family. The Doctor^ although advanced ia 
years^ is still very active in business ; and his wife^ 
*vho is an "elderly woman^ continues to be very 
active in her family. I found them amidst a nu* 
merous group of promising children; some of 
whom are arrived at years of maturity. The con- 
versation I had with the Doctor was interesting, 
he liaving been intimately acquainted with manj 
of flie leading characters in the Revolution, par- 
ticularly with General Washington, and the Presi- 
dent, T. Jeflferson, As Doctor R. had constantly 
been a warm advocate for the abolition of Negro 
slavery, be sometimes endeavoured to introduce 
the subject in conversation with the General; but 
always found him extremely backward at saying 
any thing on these occasions, as if conscious of the 
cruelty of the practice, although he was deeply in- 
volved in it. TTiough a man of great character 
and talents in many respects^ yet the detention of 
his Negro daves in bondage during his life, will 
always be a shade to his virtues. Yet it is but 
justice to notice that, by will, he provided for the 
liberation of his slaves^ who ia course became free- 
xaen at his deatht 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Occurrences, SfC, in Philadelphia, during a itay of several 

Months* 

I staid in PhiladelpKia for some months longer; 
but my engagements being of a conmiercial nature, 
diis period furnishes but little matter that would 
be interesting to the reader. I shall therefore pass 
along with extracting some few observations.^ 

lOth Mimthy SOth, 1804. I attended the North 
Division meeting. In the evening, being on a 
^sit at J. P.'s, I noticed a grave looking ancient 
friend, whose speech and apparel coiTesponded> 
excepting that the fingers of both hands were 
adorned with rings, which I supposed to be gold*. 
On inquiring the cause, I was informed that the 
friend was an approved Minister; notwithstanding 
her fingers were sa ornamented ; that rings were 
commonly worn, by some, as a remedy for th« 
rheumatism, and that this friend wore them on thai 
account^ but those she had on were only brass. 

llth Month f 2d.' I supped and spent the eveiv* 
ing at S. S.'s, where a sister of John Pemberton's 
widbw was present. She informed me, that her 
father was frequently in the practice of entertain- 
ing different parties of Indians, who came lo Phi* 
Igdelphia on public business; and that havbg once 
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invited a number of chiefe^ who were then in the 
-city, tp breakfast; they came to the house rather 
earlier than the servants expected^ accompanied by 
their interpreter. However they were introduced 
into the breakfast room^ where a servant was en« 
gaged in brightening up some of the brass work 
about the fire-place, and were desired to sit down 
until her master made his appearance. They had 
not sat long, before one of the Indians made ai» 
obsei'vation in his own language, which tlie inter* 
preter was desired to put into English ; but this he- 
objected to, alleging that what the Indian had 
said was a matter of indifference, and not wortli 
repeating. On being closely pressed to keep back 
nothing the Indians might say, as every thing from, 
them would be interesting, he complied, and said 
that the remark which the Indian made was this: 
*^ Look,'^ said he to his fellow Indiana^ ^' at that ser-* 
vant, how she labours at those andirons. I dare say, 
if we had come yesterday, we should have found her 
at^ the same employment ; and if we coine to* 
morrow morning, it is ten to one but we shall stilt 
find her at the same work. How foolish these 
^vhite people are ! thus to labour and toil about 
things which can answer no good purpose ; cer- 
tainly these white people must be fools!'* Tlius 
the Indians judge the civilized part of the world; 
and what is called the civilized world, is not behind 
in judging the Indians; so apt are we to judge 
one another, 
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llth Month, I5tk. ' In conversaticoi with a friend 
©f the name of R. W. he informed me that, in the 
early part of his life, he was on the island of the 
Havanna, where he had some considerable business 
to transact; but being ignorant of the Spanish 
language, an Irish Roman Catholic Priest kindly 
lent him his assistance on various occasions ; and> 
so effectually, that the Priest was the means of his 
acquiring a large property, during a short stay 
there. At the time of parting with this friendly 
Priest, he presented him with a purse of one 
thousand dollars, as a small compensation for the 
assistance he had received;, but the truly Catholic 
Priest declared, that he would not accept of any 
compensation of this sort; adding,, '^ All I ask of 
you, in return for any service I may have rendered 

you, is, that if, at any ftiture period^ you happen tO 
meet a countryman of mine in need of assistance, 
you would do to him as I have done to you/' 
This affords one amongst many proofs, that the 
truly Christian spirit is not confined to any pro*^ 
iession of religion. 

3S of mh Month. After attending the Nortft 
Division meeting, I called at the widow ■ - , 
where I saw the body of a young man from Sheffieldi 
who was found dead in his bed that morning. I was 
conducted into the room by another person from 
Sheffield. From the appearance of the decea^ec^ 

y 3^ 
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it seemed that he had departed without the least 
stniggle. He went to bed in usual health. How 
uncertain is the tenure of human life ! 

On the 1st of 1st Month, 18Q5, I attended the 
burial of the above-mentioned young man, in 
company with several of my countrymen; amongst 
^vhoni was Phineas Bond, the British Consul. 
The Bishop of Pennsylvania performed what is 
called the burial service, after the manner of the 
Church of England. 

1st MontJiy 4th. This day was remarkably colc^ 
far beyond any thing I had ever experienced ia 
England. The themiometer being down as low 
•as 12, about 20 degrees below the freezing point. 
Tlie river Delaware, which is more than a mile 
over, and which has a strong current, was quickly 
frozen over to that degree, that horses and car- 
riages, heavily laden, were seen traversing from 
one side to the other in great numbers ; chiefly 
with fire wood from the Jersey shore. Exclusive 
of these, parties of pleasure were seen driving along 
in sledges or slays upon the ice. These kinds of 
carriages are in^ various fantastic forms resting 
upon sliders shod with iron or steel. 

Tit Monthj 6tk, In company with T. W. i 
crossed the Delaware upon the ice. The tide flows 
to the height of about 6 fe^t in this river^ and ia 
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it are some Band "banks which are. seen at low 
v^ater. These circumstances produce a very singu« 
lar and romantic appearance, by the Iwtge sheets of 
ice being obstructed and accumulated in various 
parts of the river, having the resemblance of large 
blocks of White marble piled on heaps. There 
being a constant intercourse between the two 
' shores of the Delaware, it is curious to observe 
the various means which the owners of the ferry 
boats use, to counteract the effects of the frost, on 
its first setting in^ so as to preserve the commu- 
nication open. . On these occasions they make usd 
of a boat that has two sliders, one on each side 
the keel, shod with iron; and, as the shallow parts 
of the river are first frozen, they sail as usual over 
the deep parts, and^ on coming to those which 
are frozen, they drag the boat out of the water, 
and push it along the ice, until they come to the 
deep places, when the * boat is again plunged 
into the water. Thus they go on until they reach 
the opposite shore ; and as it will, in course, 
sometimes happen, in the early part of the frost, 
that between the deep and the shallow water, the 
ice is not sufficiently strong to support the boat ; 
in this case, it is common for one of the ferrymen, 
to sit at the head of the boat, with his feet hanging 
out, loaded with a pair of heavy iron bound shoes> 
and, with a long pole in his hands. With these 
he labours with all his might; to break the ice^ and 
make way for the boatt 
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Isi Month, 7th. I supped and spent ihe even* 
ing at B. J.'s^ in whose service is a yoiing French** 
man, a son of one of those friends who reside at 
Nismes or in that neighbourhood; and I believe he 
conducts himself agreeably in the family. I- have 
noticed a number of friends in Philadelphia, who 
have come fix>m various parts of die continent of 
Europe. They appear thankful for the encourage- 
ment and protection they meet widi in this favoured 
land; and some of them having felt the heavy 
hand of oppression in their native country, know 
better how to estimate the .value of the privileges 
which they here enjoy.. < 

4 

1st Month, Stk. I spent this afternoon at 
J. D.'s, a friend who, some years past, came from 
the neighbourhood of Darlington^- with his wife 
and family. There is something so remarkable in 
the circumstances of his leaving England, that I am 
tempted to give them as related from his own mouth; 
He being a merchant of great respectability and 
liberality, who by industry has realized a large pro^ 
perty, I believe they may be relied om For some 
tim^ before he left England, his thoughts had been 
turned towards Pfennsylvania ; bnt> before he had 
come to ssmy fixed resolution, he dreamed that he 
bad met with i friend, from that country, who was 
able to give him every necessary information on 
tiie subject. A short time after this dream he 
came accidentally to Darlington; where he saw a 



person in the street, who exactly resembled the 
friend he had seen in his dream. He accordingly 
applied to him, and found the individual he was 
speaking to, was John Pemberton of Philadelphia^ 
who was at that time on a religious visit to Great 
Britain. Having received what information he 
thought necessary, he made arrangements for his^ 
voyage to America, and, with his wife and childceUji, 
took a final leave of England. 

Ut Month, 9th. I drank tea and spent th^ even« 
ing with R. J. at her comfortable habitation. It 
was pleasant to see how cheerful and lively this 
valuable friend is preserved in old age. On iiadc^ 
ing the coldness of the weather, she remarked that 
it was the most inclement season she had witnessed 
for 40 years. Considering how green and lively 
her faculties are preserved in the winter of her age^. 
it is not surprising that she maintains the esteem 
and affection of her friends and neighbours. 

1st Month, I4dh. I dined at J. W.'s, in com- 
pany with Doctor Fothergill of Bath, who had 
lately come over to America, on account of his 
health. At J. W.'s hospitable table, we were 
treated with wild venison, which had been sent 
to him from amongst the Indians. Another of the 
company was a partner in a house at Antwerp. 
I was sometimes ready to think that Philadelphia 
might be considered as a kind of central depot, ia 
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which is found people of every nation on the 
earth ; and where all appear to unite cordially^ as 
in one common family. Such are the beneficial 
effects of a free and liberal policy, the seeds of 
which were sown by that enlightened patriot Wil» 
liam Penn. 

Ist Month, 20ih. The frost still contmuing ^ery 
intense, the use of wheel carriages was in a great 
measure discontinued: even the stage coaches 
being placed on sliders. Carriages fitted upi in 
this M'ay, glide along with such silent celerity, that 
the laws require the horses shoidd have small bells 
fixed to their harness, that passengers in the streets 
may have notice of their approach ; otherwise they 
would be liable to many accidents. Oh level 
ground, or in the most trifling descents, ther^ is so 
little friction upon the sliders, that I have oft^n 
noticed the traces to be quite slack for a considfer^ 
able time, when they have been driving along with 
great swiftness ; the pressure on the reins being suffi- 
cient to keep the carriage in motion. The noise of 
carriage wheels, which is, in general, v^ry consider- 
able, especially in the principal streets ; is now 
supplanted by the tinkling of bells on every hand. 

15/ Month y QA^ty to Ut Mouthy SUt. The frost 
still continuing very severe, I made frequent ex- 
cursions upon the ice of the Delaware, where a 
great many ships lay bound fast by the frost. One 
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very large vessel, I noticed, called the Connecti- 
cut, which had now been fast near one mouth, 
with her whole complement of hands on board ; 
being nearly one hundi^ in number, lliis ship 
was intended for a voyage 'to Domingo, and was 
completely armed as a regular vessel of war. As 
most of the men 'had received part of their wages 
in advance, and the owners were feariiil they might 
take advantage >of the ship's being thus detained 
and leave her, they had fixed a strong net work 
all round her, reaching from the beam, nearly ast 
high as the yards. The crew being thus inclosed, 
had the appearance of a flock of birds in a cage. 
This kind of net work is sometimes made use of 
in time of action to prevent being boarded by the 
enemy. 

The Negroes in the island of Domingo having 
^own off the French yoke, and set up an Em- 
peror of their ov^n colour, flie French Government 
had, in consequence, declared tbem rebels ; and, 
having prohibited all intercourse with them, {his 
circumstance occasioned the. Americans to arm 
their ships which traded to that island. About 
this time James Pemberton sent a number of 
friends' books to the Black Emperor, as a pre- 
sent, accompanied with a letter; to which James 
received a reply and acknowledgement, written in 
a yery singular stile ^ the substance of the reply was, 
^ I understood it; that he was obliged to him for the 
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books; but that he was determined to be Emperor 
of Haiti, (the Indian name for Domingo,) in de- 
fiance of botfi the French and the Quakers. Not- 
withstanding this determination, he has since been 
cut off by his enemies. 

This day I attended Market-street Meeting, and 
afterwards dined with A. A. and M. R. and 
spent a great part of the afternoon with thenx very 
pleasantly. 

2d Month, 1st. Tliis day I dined at J. D.'s, in 
company with J. F. one of the persons who ac- 
companied me on my voyage from England. The 
extreme severity of the winter had brought dowTi 
several kinds of water fowls from the northern 
parts of this continent, which were quite unknown 
to the naturalists in this country. J. F. shewed 
me one of them wbich he had purchased, B^d 
which appeared to be a species of duck ; but was 
^much larger, and of a more beautiful plumage 
than the common kind. 

^d Month, Afh. I attended the quarterly meeting 

in this city, in which a testimony on account of 

, W. Saveij, was produced and read, expressive of 

the liigh estimation in which he was held by friends 

here. 

^dKonth, \Ath. Being invited, I attended the 
. wiartiage of J, W. and A. A. of Philadelphia, 
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where I met with my cpuntry^^orasMi A. J\.and 
her companion M. R. ; and also T* S. formerly of 
Kendalj who is now married and well settled iii 
this city. 

2d Month, QUt. IstiU coiititilied in Philadel- 
phia; and this aftemOouiA^^^pMasftntly spent at 
S. S.'s. The next day I attended the Middle 
Monthly Meeting, where I was gratified with the 
sight of a young riiali p'resieriting an acknowledge- 
ment to friends, dn accouiit pf haying taVcii up 

armS^ for which he had been disowned. During 

, . • . . .■'■','''' 

the tiiiie he wais in the army, he had mafried an 

amiable yoiirig woman, who was cohVinced of the 

truth of friends' principles, and joined the society. 

The impression made upoil liie .meeting, on' his 

presentiag bis acknowledgement^, was <(uch, that 

he wa» reiaatated i4tbef society bisfore tbe^ ineeting 

eepar^ed; r : 



) . 



Being invited by; J. E. I slipped pnd spent the 
evening at his^ house, A ' , person wa6 also in 
con»pany .\yitih. us^ \ybo had made bift^self r<^ 
mdrkable, in being a prinqitpa]; lead^t and minis- 
ter among thos^ sjBeedefs, wbor givb t&emsel^' 
the name' of Free Quakeril ; and wItOr duving the war 
with Eaglaifd, gave friends: a greiit ddal of troubled 
The grouod of their offence against' friends, was, 
chiefly^ &e op<^ratiofr of the rul^js of discij^e^ ia a 
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variety of cases^ that arose out of circumstancesi 
attending the revolution ; particularly with respect 
to takhig up arms in defence of the country ; and 
things of that nature. This person appears to be 
a man of good abilities^ but of strong passions; 
and he is considered as the main support of his 
society ; M^iicb is how reduced to a very small 
number, and ^ill most likely become extinct on 
his removal. • 

Od Month, Q,4th. In company Mdth T. S. his 
wife, and seversd other friends, I drank tea and 
spent tbe evening with J.. W. and his bnde. The 
company consiated mostly of natives of England, 
and on this account the visit was peculiarly grati- . 
fying. to me in a foreign land. 

3d Month, Ist. This afternoon, at B. J.*s, one 
of our company was a young woman M(ho was 
there on a visit Her usual residence was in one 
of the new settlements, on the bank« of the Ohio, 
about 500 miles from Philadelphia. She informed 
us that many families on tie banks of tiiis^ great 

river, are supplied with «hop goods from vessels 

I- - • ■ 

which navigate it, and «fe fitted up with counters, * 
shelves^ and drawers, ia* the skme manner as are 
shops on land, znd well stored with all kindd of 
goods. As they sail along the river, on coming near 
a plantation^ they blow a horn or conch shell, to 
giye notice of their arrival^ when the planters, with 
their wjives &d daughters; repsiir to these^ ffoating 
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shops^ and select 9uch tbuigs as they are in want 
of ; and make payment in ,the produce of llieir 
plantations ; such as grain, flour, cotton, tobacco-, 
dried venison, the skins of wild animals, &c. &c. 
The shopkeeper having disposed of his goods ia 
this way, returns', home.- with -the produce he has 
collected ; and again renews his- stock, and pro>« 
ceeds on another voyage. Th« young woman re- 
marked, that four or five of these floating shops 
would pass by her father's house, in the course of 
a day.. 

She likewise informed us, such was the primitive 
simplicity in which th^ lived, that it was a very 
imusual thing to have locks to their doors ; and 
that when more strangers called upon them, than 
they had beds to accommodate them with, it waa 
customary for the iktnily to spread temporary 
beds upon the floor, on which they passed the 
night, leaving their ow&.to th6 stranlgers. Yet, 
notwithstanding^ the hom^y fare of some of tbe 
back settlers; InxtiryijBfmaking rapid strides amongst 
them ; so that many of the most costly manufactures 
of Europe and Asia, begin to find a ready sale in 
some of their infant towns and cities; and several 
extensive manufactories are already established at 
Pittsburgh and in the neighbourhood ; wher^ 
coals are cheaper and more plentiful flian in Eng- 
land. In some places the mountain side presents 
a front of coal; like our rocks of stone in England. 

o 2 
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3d Month f Qd, Sd, and 4th, Were spent in Phi- 
ladelphia. The 2d I drank tea and spent a plea« 
sant evening at my liind friend T. S/s, formerly of 
Kendal. On the 3d I attended the North Division 
Meeting, and was afterwards kindly entertained by 
J. W.'s family, in which I spent an agreeable even- 
ing in company with A. A. and R. J.; and on ttip 
4th spent part of the day at my friend T. S.'s, in 
company with A. A. and her companion M. R 



•k » 



3d Monthf lOth. I went over to Oermaatowtt^ 
attended their ineeting> and returned to Philadel- 
phia in the evening. At ^JtermantowBy I percdved 
that many of the friends were i^scendantB oi 
Oermaa p^ir^nts ; afid I sboidid siipppse that buisI. 
of liie townfl people are of Gerisan extraetien* 
I observed here a number of stocking makers, wha 
Bianufticture an excellent and substantial article* 

' 3d Month, llth. I dined at Ae hojise of tt 
&iend, a native of Bertnudas. In the course o£ 
(Conversation he informed me, that his business 
having led him. to St. Eustatia, he was ther« ^t tbci 
time that island was captured by Adniifal Rodneys 
and was-witn^essto many transactionis consequent 
on the capture, of such an island ; which, like 
eveiy othfer effect of war, produced great distress 
and niiseiy to the itdi^bitants^ > 
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3d Month, Q,^d. - After about three months con- 
tinuance the frost broke up, wbich was such as had 
not been felt for the last 40 years, and during which 
even the largest rivers were so frozen, that 
heavy carriages passed over them daily, as on diy 
land. At one time I had the curiosity to measure 
the ice on the river Delaware, and found it was 22 
inches in. thickness. Now the wind having shifted 
to the southward, the snow and ice were fast dis- 
appearing; and, on taking a ride towards Glouces- 
ter Point, it was curious to hear the loud croaking 
and whistling, that proceeded from tlie Lizards 
and frogs in every pbol of water I passed by. 

Ath Month, 5th. During my stay in Philadelphia, 
I often experienced the generous hospitality of my 
friends, in that city, in very frequent invitation* 
to one or other of their houses. In the recollec- 
tion of their kindness the feelings of gratitude 
often arise in my breast. 



€ 3 






ft «t»..' 



CHAPTER V. 

BurUfigt<m'^AlUntown'-^N€W'Torh^Bristol'^fkiIadc^ 
phia — Yearly Meeting there. 

On the 6th of the 4th Month, I left Ph^adeIpWa 
on my way to New-York, ancij, after ^ pl^a^^nt 
finil of three hours,, arrived safe at Burlington. 
Among the passengers in the packet^ wa^ a Britis))^ 
jailor on his >fay to England, being summdhed as^ 
an evidence on a' trial betwe^ the owners an^ 
underwriters of a t^Iave ship. He told, me, that 
lie was the only survivor ou^t q{ S8Q QOr^ions^ 85(> 
of which were slaves* 

We read that a sps^ri'ow does not fal( to the 
ground without the notice of our heaiveply Fatheiv 
How great then must b^ iixe resppnsibi^ty, of t(i« 
owners of one of these slave ships, w^o, in tb^ 
wantonness of power or the gratific;ation of a base 
and sordid disposition, dius expose the lives of 
their fellow-creatures to every species of suffering,^ 
and vei7' frequently, as in the above case, to Vk 
premature* death! 

I recollect once being in conversation with a 
person concerned in this traffic, and who was di»« 
posed to defend it ; at length being hard pressed, 
he gave up the point, in a good deal of warmth, 
witli this remarkable declaiation ;— *' Why, Sir^ 
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^ you can^l; mppoa^ that the AImi|^ looks so 
*^ imrno wly ini!» our aotione aa jK>a doP««*-Tbtt» we 
aee that flie gteat adversary dec^vee hb victims into 
& bdief; that their actions are not seea. by tbe Om^ 
niacieat Eye, I ^psiit the eveaing andsl^t upder 
G. D/sc hospitable roof. 

Mh Monthf 7th. I attended Burii^gtoo M^tr 
jDg; aqd in the aftemooq set out iq this stege f(>r 
AUentown^ My qoinBaoiop in the stage lya^ ^ 
young man lately returned from S|. DiOxio^qgo* H# 
had resided several years there, and had been wit- 
nesjs to uiaoy atrpciqus Gr^elti^s \^ich had b^en 
perpetrated, on that island, both by tl^e white sM 
hlacjc. people ; and which are too shad^iog to re^ 
}ate. In making a. comparison between the whites 
and blacks, as to the faculties of the nwdj h^ 
declared that he could perceive no difference^ 
wliere the advantages of educatioa had been equaU. 

4/A Month, ai. I lodged last, ni^t at Ak 
lentown, and came this day to Amboy ; and, after 
dinner, >veiit.oft board the packet for. New-York^ 
where I arrived safe this evening. I have often; 
i^lmired the prospects around Amboy, as well as» 
those from the Sea, throughout the whole passage 
to New York, particularly in passing Staten andf 
Xx>ng Islands, and whew the eye catches a first view 
of that city. The whole is indeed extremely beau^> 
tiful; but not easily described* 
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4th Month, l^h. Since my arrival in Ne^- 
Yorky liiave'been engaged principaUy with bust- 
ness. On the llth I accompanied several of my 
countrymen* on hoard the Laura^ on their way vo 
[England, and was ready to muimuk- that I was not 
to continue one of the party. Whilst I stood upon 
the battery, watching the ship as she made her way 
towards the 1? arrows, the weather being fine and 
clear, $oniewhat like one of our finest smnmer 
days, I thought that I had scarcely ever beheld a 
prospect more delightfulv 

This afternoon, the 12th, I took m^ passage in 
the packet, and came again to Amboy in the even* 
ing, where I lodged; and, on the ISth, I came to 
Bristol. On the 14th, being first day, I attended 
the meeting at this place. 

I have often had to notice the hospitality of 
friends in this part of the world. Here again I 
witnessed it, in the generous attentions of a friend 
of this place, who kindly invited me to his house ; 
where I dined. This friend I found was a relation 
to the Wilson's of K^idal. After spending an 
hour or two satisfactorily in his family, I went oh- 
board the packet for Philadelphia, accompanied 
by several friends from this neighbourhood, who 
were on their way to the yearly meeting about to 
be held. in that city. The weather being warm 
and fine; and having a fckar moonlight evening, 
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we had an agreeable sail down the Ddiavare ; the 
pleasure of which was height^n^d, by the imxpf 
served conversation of a number of sensible friends 
on board the packet. After {sending near the spot 
where William Pen* held his treaty with the fo- 
dians, I made the best of my way to imy old quar« 
Utxs io A^ch-^treet, where I lodged this i^ght;« 

^h Month, Utlh ISOd. I atteaded the fir«t 
sitting of the yearly meeting in Philadelphia. This 
yearly meeting comprises the following quarterly 
meetings, (viz.) Philadelphia^ Abbingtpi^ BuQk» 
County, Concord, Cain, Westerfi, Southern, J^ur^ 
l^ton, Haddenfield, Salem, and ShreWfhury* 
The fiirst sitting was chiefly occupied ivt calling 
Qver the representatives, reading several certifir 
cates of iHiblic friends present, fi^o^i distant 
yearly meetings, and in answering ttue ^ve iirslj - 
queries. 

In the 2fy^^Qojx the feinaiaiog queri^ were- 
ap^wered. 

4ik Mor^ 1&A« At the thicd sitting a xmmber 
of ej^istles were received firom different yeatly 
n^eetii^gs on this contii^^t> a^ well as one fiqom. 
that held in London. Sj;2^ hundned copiea of the 
latter were ordered to be printed, for di^hjjiitioii 
within the district of this yearly meeting. 



' 
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Last evening I attended a committee of the 
yearly mee&ig, appointed for the revisal of the 
helpline.. 

In the afternoon^ I attended the fourth sitting ; 
the early part of \^hich was employed in reading 
several certificates of public friends present. Some 
committees were also appointed; and a report 
from the committee on the revision ef the disci- 
pline; was read and ^reed to. 

4th Month, nth. In the morning, I attended"^ 
the fifth sitting, when the consideration on tfie* 
state of the society, as it appeared from the answerr 
to the queries, was entered into. The minutes of 
the meeting for sufferings* were also read ; and air 
epistle to the- yearly meeting in London was reajd* 
and agreed to-. 

In the afternoon was the nxth sitting, when a 
report of the state of Westown School was read. 
Afterwards a discussion took place on the subject 
of a report of the Committee on Indian affairs 
being read in the meeting; but it ended without 
any decision of the question at that time. A testi- 
mony respecting Wm. Savery was read, and also 
One on account of another deceased friend; which 
concluded the meeting s^reeably. 
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. 4tJi Month,, ISth, Meetings for worship being 
held at the three difFerent meeting-houses in this 
city, I attended that in Pine-street, and afterwards^ 
being kindly invited, I dined at N. W/s, in com- 
pany with a large nuihber of friends^ from different 
parts of the continent. 

In the afternoon, I attended the seventh sitting 
of the yearly, meeting, when it was almost imme* 
diately agreed, that the report from the committee 
on Indian affairs should be read; and it turned out 
very interesting and satisfactory to the meeting at 
large. After this sitting, I drank tea and spent a' 
pleasant evening at W. A.'s, in company with 
J. S. a worthy minister, and a broom-maker; a 
humble occcupation^ like that of the apostles of old. 

4th Month, 19th. I attended die ei^th sitting, 
when the. minutes «>f the last yearly meeting were 
read ; also the report of the committee on the revi- 
sion of the discipline. In consequence of this 
report, it was agreed 4hat any friend paying money 
in lieu of persofial service inr war, even though the 
money Ihvs !paid should be applied to the uses of 
the. parochial poor, would infringe «ipon our testis 
mony against that dreadful evil. 

In the afternoon, I attended the ninth sitting, 
which Mras mostly occupied about money concerns ; 
when St appeared that the national stock had a 
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fcalance in hand. In the evening I attended the 
Westown School Committee. 

Ath Month, 9Dth. I attended the tenth and last 
sitting of the yearly meeting, llie epistles to 
several yearly meetings were rea^ and agreed to \ 
afiten«'ard& sevend fei&i^ friends were intrdduced 
from the wom^is' neeting. After a short peUise^ 
one of tbem addressed herself td the meeting; bat 
more pevticularly to those employed t» hasbandry , 
who composed a laifid part of the boAy tbeti pre^ 
aentb In live^ and' animated ktiguage she r^ 
niacked to them^ that the nature of theit- ethploy- 
ment afforded^ iiTa peenliar m»aiier> dn 0}^riii^ 
nity of observing "die vk^ohdetftil WOt'ks of ^S^ 
creation ; but, at the same time, she expressed a 
fear that some of them did not sul&ci^ntly, in 
these things, regard the Altdighty and Betli^iieenf 
Autbof of every mercy: Iti dw recojfectvod 
thereofy the words of a |>ioiis author hadi recnrted' 
to her memory, which were dfeicriptivie^ of atfti^' 
truly alive to the faeKagff of gcatkucfe and adiKva* 
tion to the Greskt First Cause oi afi tfam^^; aiut' 
are as fottows :•*-« 

** He looks abroad into the varied field 
'< Of Nature, atfd tho' popr, perhaps, contpare^ 
'* With those whose mansions glitter in his sight, 
[* Calls the delightful scenery all his own. 
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*' His are the mountains, and the vallies his; 

** And the resplendent rivers. His t' enjoy 

«* With a propriety that none can feel, 

** But who, with filial confidence inspir'd, 

** Can lift to Heaven an uupresumptuous eye, 

^ And smiling s»3f> ' s^ Father made them ail I* 

** Are they not his by a peculiar right, 

*' And by an emphasis of interest his, 

*< Whostf eye they fill with tears of holy joy, 

** Whose heart with praise; and whose exalted mind, 

« With worthy thoughts of that unwearied love 

*<• Whiph-plann'd, and bujlt,.an4 8t;ill upholds a wodd, 

•* So dothM with, beauty, for rebellious man }^ 

During the time of expressing the above lines, 
an unusual solemnity prevailed; and although a 
very Inrgie number of friends was present, which 
ini^ht amQunt to two thousand, yet not the least 
4iscordapt sowid was h^ard. After the women 
friend^ had withdrawn, some discussion took place 
relative to the slave trade, in which it was lamented 
Ihft.the ^d^vours of friends and others, had not 
prodaced the,(^sired effect; but| that it was still 
cacried on with racier increasing avidity. Under 
the^e considerations, friends, were called upon in 
thie most impressive terms, to remember the 
oppressed Africans^ in their supplications at the 
Tbrone of Mercy; and/under the weight thereof^, 
the yearly meetmg conclude;^ to general satis* 
faction. 

a 
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CHAPTER VI. 



^hUadelpJtia^ SfC'^Trenton ^Kem-Tork'^ Burlington'^ 
Fhiladelphia'^Newcastle'^BaUmore — Washington'^ 
■ Richmond'^Alexandria^'Contrast between Fenm^jlva- 
nia and the States cultivated by Slaves* 

I rep[isuned at PbiladelpKIa, or In its vicinity^ 
for some weeks after the yearly meeting ; and 
the 13th of 5th Month, 1805, was spent at 
my relation'ss W. £. Our time passed on 
very agreeably in traversing his plantation^ or 
farm, on Ae Banks of the Schuylkill and 
Perkiom}\ The moie I ^ee of it, the more I 
^m convinced that it is one of the most beautiful 
and healthy situations I have known, either in 
America or in England. The ground rising till it 
becomes elevated high above the banks of (he 
jivers, commands a prospect as delightful as caa 
well be conceived. A view of some of our No- 
blemen's Parks, on the more extensive scale, may 
give, a faint idea of the ^'prospect here seen; for 
even with such it is comparing small things wiih 
great ones, or putting art in competitioa:i widi 
nature. As far as the eye can xrommand^ one wide 

spreading Forest is seen^ interspersed with planta* 
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tions or farniS; and sheets of watcrr;.\vliich have 
a little the appearance of lawns and iisH- 
pondsy such as are seen about the ancient seats of 
our nobility; but upon a scale exceeding. all com>- 
parison- 

StK Month, \^th to the l6th, I continued at 
my relation's ; and, in one of our walks along the; 
margin of the Schuylkill, I observed a neat little' 
eottage, inhabited by a black family, to> wKich- 
the former owner of the plantation had given their 
freedom, with this cottage and a few acres of land. 
This little domain was managed^ with great econo* 
my, and afforded them a comfortable and inde- 
pendent livelihood. We picked up several land: 
tortoises, a species of animal which abounds in 
these meadows.- Heie is also a great abundance 
of that kind of tortoise called the snapping turtle, 
^hich makes very- good soup ; and, as far as I am 
able to judge> nearly equal to that made from the 
sea turtle. The snapping turtles are voraciou9^ 
animals, . destructive to young ducks and goslings^ 
laying hold of them by the legs and dragging themr 
under, water to devour them. 

5th Month, nth. My relation kindly brought 
me to Philadelphia in his coach, and remained witb 
me at our lodgings until next day; after which %r 
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spent about a week in the company of my friends 
in Philadelphia. 

^ 5th Month, 24th. 1 put 10 hogsheads of to- 
bacco on board tlie Rose, Captain Hathaway^ for 
which I paid fourpence halfpenny per pound. Hie 
Captain offering to take with him any tittle matter 
I was inclined to put under his care^ I transmitted 
a packet of letters, and several little articles for 
my fainily; and with them eight land tortoi^ek* 
which all got safe to England. In the 6ame ve^sd 
M. R. took her passage home, in company wi& 
an English family, and a young man from Lati* 
caster, in ^Pennsylvania. They were favoured to 
arrive safe at Liverpool; biit this poor young 
man, taking his passage in the Ontario, on his in* 
tended return to America, was lost at sea ; Xtie ship 
having never been heard of after she left Liverpool. 

After parting with Capt. H. I set out for New- 
York, accompanied by J. J. and his sister; and 
having five other friends in company, we took the 
whole stage to ourselves, as we were all going to 
attend the yearly meeting in New York. On our 
way we passed the Delaware at Trenton, where we 
dined. I have remarked that some people in Ame- 
rica have a great predilection for wearing boots^ 
^ and for smoking segars. Even children of five 
or six years of age, are sometimes seen, in their 
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hootB, smoking segars. At Trenton-, I was enter- 
tained with the s^ht of a company of journeymen 
tailors^ at tli« work-board^ all booted as if ready 
for moimting a horse. This article of dress is 
full as expensive here as in England ; yet a 
boot- maker told* me, that he sometimes sold 
no less than three pairs within the winter to 
some individuals who eamed-^their bread by their 
daily labour ;. and^ for these, they paid 36 s. ster- 
ling per. pair; In the afternoon we passed Prince- 
town.; and^ that night, lodged at Brunswick^ 

5th Montk, 9.5th- We breakfasted at Eli^^etlt 
Town ; and arrived at Paules*hook Ferry about 
noon. Here I saW' a fleet of. armed vessels, i. e. 

four ships and one brig; As they were full of 
men and gunsj and the men were dressed in uni- 
forms, , they had a very warlike appearance. This 
fleet was j|ist returned from tl^ island of St. Domin- 
go, with a very valuable cargp of coffee ; and was said 
tO'have made the most successful voyage, ever re- 
membered. At the ferry- we wei« told it was~ 

O r-'s fleet, and was principally belonging to a 

merchant at Ne^-York of that, name, who had 
acquired very great riches thereby. This way a 
remarkable instance of tlie great, extent to nhich 
the merchants of this country carry their mercan- 
tile concerns ; yet so uncertain is trade, that.thig 
man stopped payment a few monlhs afterwarcfe.. 
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We crossed the North River, and arrived at New^ 
York to dinner ; where I took up my lodjgings at 
my bid friend P. P/s, iirhom I f6und ih a utres^ 
state of healdi. 

« 

5th Month, 26fh. I attended Next^-York meet- 
ing; afterwards £ned at J'. B/s, in cotepaily wiAi 
two friends from Canada. In the aftemo<>n I 
drank tea at J. VL.\' in ixmipahy with ^evend 
other friends; and spent the evening atC. ahd 
£. Ct's. 

Sth Month, Slst. *ftie last five days I ^pent in 
attending the yearly meeting at New-York; iriuaid 
on the evening of the 31st attended a GomiilfttiEJe 
en Indian Affairs. This committee corresponds 
with Ae Indians, who U'e (fisposed to be instruct^ 
and assisted by fneiids. I observed that the com- 
mnnications from the Indians consisted chiefly ia 
requests that friends would furnish diem with irOttr 
work, and workmen ta assist tliem in buildifl^ 
their houses and barns. 

• 

6th Month, 1st. I Mrent to Flushing tm "Loag 
Island, along with my relation T. W. and ano- 
ther friend. On the 3d we returned to New-- 
York, and, in the afternoon, I set out for Phila- 
delphia in the Aniboy Packet, in company with a 
French merchant, his wife, and tfairee children^ 
lliey came from Bourdeaux; whence they were ' 
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jtist «tri'^^% We htd also on bbaid a ybuv^ 
m^ front Mbtit^ Btfjr/k Jamaica. THe afW- 
liooki Im^ fifiie alid clear, the waid fair^ and 
ifae compacfy ia^gte^Ue) we had a delightful saii 
to Jfimh&y, being aboirt SO mlts^ ^ 

€ril Afen^A, ^h. 1 cime t(> BtttUiigt6»; an^ 
after a - pleasant evemng spent in the . familyi^ 
jslej* at O. D.'s. 

4 

6ih MoAfh, ith* Ttiis tnonting I trailed Upott 
J. H. wit'h Vfhoin I sJJeiit an hour Of two vei^ 
pteaisahtlj^, in compdby Wi A 'Geo. jyShrfti. Most 
of thie tiihe, Ve 6at upidh thfe benches dt his dpor^ 
the weather being very fine ahd warm, it is vefy 
coRimon here to have benches, facing each other, 
on &e outside of their houses, at the doors, un-* 
der Uie shade of ti^'ees planted in the streets^ 
where they frequently sit enjoying die fresh breeze, 
and the shade. Burlihgton is a pleasant pla6e . 
in these respects; the principal street being 
fronted by the Delaware, has the benefit of the 
cool ^ blowing frmn it. ThSs evening iManived 
at Philadelphia; after a pleasant sail of ISltoaeft 
'down die Delaware. 

7th Month, 28rt. After spending about seven 
weeks m Riiladelphia and its neighbourhood, 
piincij>ally in attention to commercial engage- 
ments, 1 this day set out; accompaiiied ty EdwaW 
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Wikon^ for BaltimoFe, in tbe Newcastle packet* 
boat We had a pleasant sail down the Delaware, 
and arrived at Newcastle a little before noon ; 40 
miles. Thb place has the appearance of con- 
siderable antiquity, though it .-is not very larger 
and, in the neighbourhood of it are many thorn, 
fences^ which are seldom found, in America*. 

7/^ Mouthy 9QtlL, We set out this morning for 
French-Town, by the stage, where we arrived to» 
breakfast, 16 miles; and that place being on the- 
bank)? of the Qiesapeak Bay, we there met with 
the Baltimoce Packet^ in^ which we embarked, 
after our refreshment. In sailing down the. Bay, . 
the weather being fine, the Captsdn sent his boat 
along shore ta collect drift wood, for the fire; andt 
she soon returned well loaded. * On board the 
packet, we dined, supped, and lodged,, and. break-^ 
fasted next morning. For all. this and our.passage,, 
we paid five dollars each.. 

7ih Month, SOti^ After, Breakfasting: on board" 
the padcet in Cbesapeak.Bay, we landed at Balti- 
more; and,, passing a few miles up the river 
Potapsco, I spent the remainder of the day in 
business, dnd took up my lodgings at J. T.'s. 

Sth Month,, 3d. This evening I visited Ellicot's 
Mills, in company .with J. T. and his wife. The 
overseer of these mills informed me they could 



grind »¥d paiA 800 barreU of ftoiir pet4iaty. A 
barrel being igSlbs. 6)r U^. dl« itMiial retfini^^ 
at 3 i. per stone, would he nearly %o6;006L Thfe 
vtoikts were 7 feet in'diametcfr. 

S/A Month, 6tL I left Baltimore, in company 
widi T. M. of Sandy Springs* ' In tie evening we 
readied George-Town^ where he is employed, by 
die corpoi«tion> to fill up lite detp dianiie! of the 
I^townfack, on the souA side of Mason's Island^ 
lb order to turn the stk-e^m of Iftat river to the side 
next to George-Town, that the hafbour may be 
deepened. > Near Bladehsburg we passed a CarO* 
lina Slave Merchant, with a cotnpany of slaveiii^ 
men, wom^n, and children; Who alt stopped kt the 
door of the inn where we diiied^ Some of thetn 
appeared much dejected; and, oh my questioning 
them, they told me they were taken from their 
relatives and friends by force* One of the females 
being known to a black man in the stage, he asked 
her how she came therei knowing her to be a free 
black. She replied^ that some time since, her 
husband had been taken from ber, end caitied 
into the Ciat>}ina8 ; and that she had determined 
to follow him inliis bondage. Hiis 'kppeared to 
be a remafkscbie prt>of of conjugal aflfcdion, and 
showed a high degree of sensibility : but, in thus 
following her husband, there is great reason to 
fear, from the geiieiral conduct of theare Slave 
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Merehants^ that she herself would be sold as a^a»« 
by this man; who, imder pretence of taking her tt> 
her husband^ would probably betray hen This 
night I lodged at Wm. Moiigan's, in George-Town^ 
at whose house T. Moor also lodged. 

S£h Month, 7th. I went to Washington citj^v 
The next day I visited Doctor Thornton^ of thje 
Patent Office^ and was shown a variety of curious 
models.. I noticed one in particular^ for picking,, 
carding, and spinning cotton^ . which might be 
.wrought by a child of five or six. years old;, and 
though in but little compass^ would spin 18 threads 
at once. In the afternoon I visited General' 

■ 

Mason's residence on Mason's Island^ which is a'> 
very beautiful spot. In this excursion I. had the - 
company of T. Moor^ Samuel Brooks^ and the 
Mayor of the city, who assisted in rowing the 
boat. The great officers of these cities are not 
above occasional office3 of this kindv. In the even- 
ing, I came to Wm. Morgan's, and lodged there, 

8^A Mouthy 9th^ I^is^ed down the Patowmack 
to Alexandria^ and took up my quarters with my 
kind friend and relative P. J. who had niarried 
M. L. a co^in of my brother J. L. 

SthMoutbf, ISth. I spent thb day atFredericks* 
bucgy a considerable town on> the Rappahannock, 
to which I came ia the stage yesterday. Some. 
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«)usiness continues to be done here in tobacco; but 
that trade is much on the decline • 

fSth Month, I4th, I came4o Richmond, through 
a country cultivated. by black slaves; where, as 
.a matter of course, poverty and wretchedness 
aeem to abound. The different appearance of 
those States, in which slaves are employed, when 
eompared with ^Pennsylvania and the other States-^ 
where slaveiy ii«not permitted, is truly astomehingv 

* 

*Sih Morkh, I5th» I spent diis day at Rich* 
tnond. tn the evening I walked to Manchester, over 
ihe^bridge at James'^ River, which at this place is 
iiearrf4ialfa mile wide. From my own observations, 
and {he information I received from an inhabitant, 
i[lichmond appears to be a place of great disdpa- 
^on; chi^y arising from the loose and dd>auched 
conduct of the white people with their black 
female slaves. It frequently happens here, as in 
other places, that the white inhabitants, in selling 
'*the offspring <of these ppor debased females, Sell 
^eir own sons and daiigEters, with as much indif- 
ference as they would sell their cattle. By sueh 
means, every tender sentiment of* the human 
breast is laid waste, and men become so degraded, 
4hat their feelings rank but little above those of 
ilhe beasts of the field. In the treatment of their 
oi&pring, how far do some of the brute creation 
surpass them! 
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Aa actiive clever wconan p{ tbia plac^ with ^ 
servant and two dhildn^n^ ^^mei with me in the 
stage part of the way to Fredericksburgh. . She 

tfii4 m^ tjh^ «b^ wi^t a wtov^ of E)dipt)m?|^ ^d 
ii»t her hmshand and ftmily hod bcaen s^tled {or 
aome tame in Richmond, aa limordrap^s and. miU 
liners; hod |ieen sncouoful in bnmne^Sy, and ha4^ 
tite prospect 'of a a»timi«ntae of aiiiccess^; hn^ aa 
a Imger lesidMce tjbese, woiild> *i« ffa^ yiew» be 
attended with ahnost cerlatn: ruia to the morals <4 
their children, they had determined to leave the 
place, 'an<) remoye to a less expo^d situala^n; 
lebvp" tliey would noit ' be tried widi tbe. C9i^ 
lawM^ag inflMimQe an^ eff^ts ^f tM& u^faallo!\ved 
^yM^H ^ flavfe^* Fpf aa a^tive^ iiidi«strioiis 
poaple, with: a nam^rous rjswg fi^i^> tt«f sr to 
QQNms to iha res^hitiQii af qai|tti«ig a lucrative bi*- 
siness ani sitiiatiiQn, on the«ie grounds, ifi, I thint^ 
a. mark o£ best wisdom and sound judgoiMt, and 
is wortliy the imitation of alt those whQ ^se a^ka 
circnmstaQcad.* 

Bdh Mmik, l6ih. I kft Bkhmond in Afi 
'morning ; ;and reached fhe Bowling-green. Tavern 
to cKrnier. The owner of tbeplantation on which 
diis Tavern stands, it was said, had more than/£00 
daves in his en^pfloyment. I reached Fredericks- 
%urg diis night* In passing along, I saw some 
Yams grovnngi at a little distance^ south of Fre^ 
dericksburg. 
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Bth Month, 17th. I came thisSfejERrAlexan- 
dria. In coming we passed Mount Vernon, the 

habitation of the late General Washington, a little 
on the right, about 10 or 1£ miles from Alexan- 
dria. When we came within about 5 miles of this 
city^ the stage driver told us that before sun-rise 
in the morning, while it was yet rather dark, close 
hy the place we then were at, his 4 horses suddenly 
stopped ; but for what cause he could not con- 
jecture. However, on giving them a smart stroke 
or two with iJie whip, they suddenly started for- 
ward, when he immediately saw a very largfe 
snake entangled amongst their legs ; but, push- 
ing on with great violence, they soon cleared 
Aemselves ; and the stage drove directly over it.^ 
The sound of die horses hoofs, and the sensati()n 
he felt when the carriage passed over the snake^ 
raised in him the idea of driving over several 
sheaves of wheat; and, to the best of his judgmenti 
from the faint view he had of die reptile, he be^ 
lieved it to be as thick as the calf of a man's leg. 
The passengers were alarmed, but, on recovering 
from their fright, insisted upon getting out, and en- 
deavonring to find the snake, believing that he must 
he disabled by the wheels of the carriage. They ac- 
cordingly searched about the place, bat could see 
nothbg of him ; and, as there wa3 a stream near, 
they supposed he had got into it, and had floated 
do\vn with the current. The senior Magistrate of 
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Alexandria waa present in the stage, as the driver 
gave this account; and being well acquainted vath 
jthe man, considered Um ^orlky of rrediit. 

Sth Month, l^. iM^ehdadjMexaaadriatte^-* 
jttg ; and, in the afternoon, drank tea \vidi a fiiend 
from Bifmin^anii, jiow >^11 settled 4iet^^th his 
ivife and children. My iiottie was at'P.J/s wli^ra 
% lodged and was kindly entertained. 

"The nimrber joS .black slaves kept^in and near 
Alexandriay is very great. On market days many 
icome out of the country with irait, vegetable^^ 
^c. and some, even girk of lOor li years of agi^ 
pre 9eea walking the stseets with baskets on their 
Jheads, without any clothing. Some, both men and 
^omen, are ncsarly ^tbout 4:lothing ; and what little 
is allowed to many .of them is nil in rags. HieircoiD- 
xnon fiill dress is ajcoarse sacking or linsey woolft^ 
ahirt and trowsers for the men; and, for the wome^ 
n long garment or a petticoat,, and a short waist- 
coat of the same mateiials; both >aexies go withont 
$hoe8 or stockinga, .and igff^y 'witbout hats. I 
vnder8to<Kl &om a resp^cti^ble person that farther 
to the South he has seen, a| ^ houses of what 
are called gentlemen, ibe young Macks >waitsiif 
nt ta1)le, quite naked; without discovering aiiy 
^ppearanc^pf shame either in master' or slav^. 

There is a very striking contrast between' the ap* 
peanmce of the horses or teams in Pennsylvania^ 



uni tbose in the Sout)iem St^es ^fiefe slaves jsite 
kept. In Peqnsylvaiii^ \^'e meet great uumbersr 
of waggons, drawn by 4^ or more fine fat horses ; 
the carriages firm- and well made, ,and covered 
with stout, good linen, bleached alqiost while ;' 
and it is not uncommon to see 10 or 15 together^. 
Iravellipg. cheerfully along the roJ^d, the driver 
fiding on' one of the horses. Many oftlies^ como^ 
more than 300 miles to Philadelphia, from the 
Ohio, Pittsburg, and other places; and I have beenr 
tuAd by a respectaMo friend, a native of Phila* 
d^lphia, that more than 1000 covered carriages 
frequently come to Philadelphia market. Indeed, 
die appearance of them on'marketa>days, in Market*^ 
street, which is £ miles in length, and about 40 
yards in width, is such as no stranger can have u 
just conception of; to say nothing of the adjoining 
streets, which are crowded with farmers' carts and 
waggons from every quarter^ 

Tile apj^«wi|Mp«, of ^ thisg^ iu tk^ Slay^ Sbittes is 
quite the rc^verse of this,. Wq 8|Q|afiUm^>> Hieet 
a ragged black boy or girl, driving a team consist- 
ing of a lean cow and a mule; sometimes a lean 
bull or an ox, and a mule ; suid I have seen a mule^ 
a bull, and a cow, each miserable in its appear- 
ance, composing one team, with a half-naked 
black slave or two, riding or driving, as occasion 
suited. The carriage or waggon, if it may be 
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called such, appeared in as wretched a conditioa 
-as the team and its diiver. Sometimes a couple 

i 

of horses, mules, or cows,, &c. would be dragging 
a hogshead of tobacco,^ with a pivot, or axel drivea 
into each end of the hogshead, and something like 
a shaft attached, by which it was drawn or rolled 
along the road. I have seen two oxen and two 
slaves pretty fully employed in getting along a 
single hogshead ; and Si^me of tbes^ pome from a. 
great dists^nce inlands 

In the evening of this day, T had a pleasant sait 
up the Patowmack to George-Towu; where X 
lodged. 



CHAPTER VII. 

IQth of Sth Month, 1905. 1 speqt this day at 

Washmgton City smd George-Town; dined at 

Doctor Thornton's^ an old school-fellow^ and a* 

descendadt x>f GovemoK Pickering of Tortola. I 

likewise spent the evening with the Doctor at; the 

]|Patent OiBSce, from which we had a beaudfut 

pjros]pect dawa the Patowmack- 

if 

6th MorM, QOtK. I went In the stage from 
Georgc^-Towtt to Frederick-Town, in Maryland* 
At this place the death of a persoa of the name 
of Smith, was a general subject of conversation. 
I was iQfonned that, ki early life, he had been a 
transported convict from England, and had lived 
^and wrought with &e bla^k slaves j^ and had 
taken a wife from amongst them. Since the time 
of his servitude expired, he had, by industry 
ond management, acquired 70,0001. part of which 
he gave to his children by his bbck wife ; and the 
Vesidae, being much the largest proportion, tohi^ 
nhite children. This man, I was told, was the 
principal stockholder i& the Columbia Bank. 

T spent two days more at Frederick-Town, be- 
ing detained by the stage. Great numbers of 

I 3 
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black slaves are kept in this part of Maryland* 
One farmer was mentioned to me who kept up- 
trards of 200; and from the quantity of land he had 
under cultivation, there did not appear to be more 
than 10 acres to one slave ; which of course could 
yield but little profit to the owner. I was told of 
one couple of slaves he had, who lived a^ man and 
Vfifcy and were valued at more^ than. 4001. on ac- 
-count of their stout healthy children; whom hq 
could sell at a very high price when young. From 
the information I received, it appeared that breed- 
ing slaves was the best part of his business. Such 
is the corrupt state of things ¥jiei:e slaver}^ 19 
permitted^ 

Sth Month, QSd. I came to Hanover, in com-^ 
pany with two persons of the name of Smithy 
grandsons of a friend in the ministry who for* 
merly resided at Marlbrough, in Fairfax County, 
Virginia. John Wobhnan makes honourable men- 
tion of this friend, m bis journal. 

6th Month, 24^ This morning we passed 
through York-Town, where we breakfasted. At the. 
Assizes or Sessions, which were held at that tune, a. 
boy of about 15 years of age, was convipted of the 
wilful and deliberate murder of his play-fellow, a 
little boy 2 or 3 years younger than himself. The 
reason he assigned for this cruel act was, that his 
companion had won a few pence from bim at some 
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game of ch^ce. A lawyer who had attended the 
trialy was with us in the stage, and isaid that the 
culprit appeared unconcerned as to the issue; 
and when convicted, showed no emotion; hut with 
a great deal of indifference ' requested that his 
acquaintances would attend at his execution ; which 
they did. 

At noon we came to the Susquehanna, on the 
opposite shore to Columbia, where we dined. 
This is one of the most beautiful and romantio 
parts of America. The river is here nearly one 
mile broad, with a number of beautiful little 
islands spread over it. What added greatly to the 
beauty of the scene, were the high rocks which 
rise from the margin of the river,, and near which 
Ivere seea many eagles and fish*hawks soaring in 
the air; the latter frequently darting into the 
water, where they make sk prey of the ' fish. In 
rising again, it frequently happens that the. eagles 
pursue the hawfts, and compel them to let go their 
prize; and such is the swiftness of the eagle, that 
be will often dart down and seize the l^sh, before 
it reaches tbp water. 

. • • •' • . ! V ; 

• Ib the sfaaltaw part9 of the /river, many beaut>i 
ful white herons are seen, stalking along in 
search of food; making a beautiiiil variety in the 
prospect. * '. » 
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I saw a number of large flaib>botitoiiied boat»m 
diis nver, sonia oC Mphkb had oonie upwards of 
dO& mil^, and could eanry KXX) bnsiiali of wheat:. 
Tbe linrgest of liteiiihar^iaore tbaA 70 feet ki leugdi^ 
hut eakuhtfed fer oneToyi^ only, and fiir ilaatuig 
down the rivers widi Ae s^^eam^ over shallbwa and 
falls ; for when they arrive at the place of ibeir 
destiaatiooy they are taken in pieces and the 
limber is ifsed' for other puppesev. Esechisive 
of these boats', which are called arks, and have 
frequently a kinttof cottage upon Aeta, m ii^ck 
iKTeral persons aro aceommodated dump tk^ 
^yage; thepe are also naay hrg^ ftoatsof timber 
which are so fixed together, Aaa lih^ afipear fikft 
One large compact body, on\dricha sinalLdireliiBg*^ 
honse i» built for the acconnodatioa of » femtlf ^ 
These #oats sometimee coalaia sevevak dleusasMl 
feet of tinker, which are conveyed itt this way se^ 
venilhufidredni3eSyalaverytrifliage3ipense. ^ftet 
crosong diis beautifol river hk the feiry-boa^ we 
came to Columbia^ a smaD new bnih city rising 
fest into importance. Here we again entered mto^ 
tbfi stage, and pasnng dkrongh a fine weH-cuhivatedL 
country, op a good turnpike-road; we came to 
Lancaster; which is considered the best inland 
town in .North Ameiica, and is aboml IS aule^ 
distaol from Columbia. 

9ih Month, Q5th. This was the first day of dif 
lireekj and there being no meeting pf friends in 
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Lancaster^ I was induced to inquire if no friencU^.^ 
resided there, and was informed of a person resident^^^ 
in the town, who was a member of our society. 
I called upon him and was kindly. entertained by 
him the whole of the afternoon. After a little 
conversation with him, I found that he was fother 
to one of my customers in America. I have often 
thought it a great privilege in our society, that 
such an interchange of hospitality and freedom pre- 
vails among us. It has a great tendency to smooth 
the path of life, especially to strangers in a strange 
land. In the course of conversation in this family, 
I found that Major Andre and Colonel Despard 
had both taken up their lodgings widi them, 
when prisoners on parole to the Americans. 
They spoke very respectfully of Major Andre, who 
had so conducted himself as to gain much upon 
the affections of the whole family. Some of his 
drawings and letters were shewn to me, which 
,they preserved with great care. 

r 

Sth Month, Q6th, The short time I remained 
•in Lancaster, I found that considerable business 
was done in the manufactory of locks, latches, and 
rifle guns, all of which are esteemed to be superior to 
those imported from England. This day I came to 
Philadelphia and had the company of Judge Yates 
the whole of the way. In the evening, I attended 
die burial of C. W. a young man whom I had l^ft 
bat a few days before in good health* 
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* 

• Bih Month, Slst. The last five days have. been, 
spent at Merion. At this place I was told that 
as William Penn v^as once coining. up from New- 
castle to Philadelphia^ a friend in the vessel re^ 
marked that both the wind and the tide were against 
them; tVilliam Penn immediately replied, that 
*^ himself had been sailing; against wind and tid^. 
all his life/* This reply was very descriptive of^ 
the difficulties which this great man encountered^ 
in the world. 

9th Month, Qlst. The liast three weeks I c(Jn-^ 
titiued at Mferion, occasionally going to Philadel- 
phia on business. In tlie afternoon of this day^ I 
visited P: A. and his wife at H. Bow^man's- 
Tliey are an ancient couple of plain^ honest friends^, 
both in the ministry. The grandfather of the for^ - 
mer came amongst friends in a remarkable way.- 
He resided near the sea coast in the JerseyS; an<t 
being an active, lively young man, he used some- 
times to employ himself iu playing upon a violin 
amongst his neighbours ; espeicially when the youug 
people were collected to dance and make merry. 
After one of these occasions, as he was returning 
home, late in the evening, be observed a humait^ 
skull lying upon the sand ; which, as he passed by, 
caused some serious reflections ; but they passed 
off for the present. Going that way again some- 
time after, the impressions were renewed, and 
while he was musing over the skull, which bad 



^ 
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Aim, a second time, been the means of bringing 
ihtoiiis nnnd a train of prions reflections, he con- 
'duded lo -bury Hm dry bone which had so power- 
fully preached to him. He covered it carefully 
Mtp in the earih, and went home, enjoying the 
:pleaLsing reflection of haviifg: performed this last 
office to the remains of a fellow-creature. Such, 
"^KJWevfcr, were the weight and solemnity occasioned 
%y'the iropressitas on his mind from this circum- 
stance, that a total change in his life and conversation 
^ucceeded;^ and, iJiortly after, he joined friends 
;aiftl i^'caime a valuable minister in the society. 
^Soiiie mention' is made of this friend, 1 believe in 
\lrhomas Chalkley's Journal. Hisi name was Peter 
.Andrews. 

"gih'MorM, S9iA. 1 still remained at MerioQ; 
iaAd, this morning, attended meeting there. In the 
afternoon, I had the curiosity to take a view of a 
large methodist ineeting, held near us, called a 
'^sXapmeetiiig i ^hich had been continued about 
a "week, "almost night aiid day. The concourse of 
']>eople was very great ; and ntimbers of them, it 
"Was said, had come several hundred miles to attend 
tthe meeting. Many tents and huts were erected 
.^n the spot ; dhd a great number of carriages of 
^'^tibas descriptions, such as coaches, coachees,. 
-didirs,' coveted waggons, carts, Sic. Sec. were col- 
'Jected imder idie shade of a l*ofty forest. From 
fiome convexsatioQ I had with one of the conductors 
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of this assembly, I understood that great exertions 
had been used to preserve order, especially througji 
the night; and, that, at ten o'clock in the evening, 
patroles went round the encampment to see that 
all were in their proper tents and places. Those 
who had not a birth within the camp were sent out. 
Their meetings had been kept up several days with 
almost incredible zeal, from early in the morning 
until late in the evening; and, even after they had 
withdrawn into their huts and tents, numbers of 
them continued in prayer through a great part of 
the night. It may well be supposed therefore 
that the preachers were a good deal exhausted.; 
especially as their language and gestures were 
generally violent. Some of the most zealous 
would quite exhaust themselves in less than an 
hour ; but, there being a considerable number on the 
stage on which they preached, their places were sup- 
plied immediately on their sitting down. I observed 
that a great number of Negro families attended ; 
and many of them in handsome carriages. The 
whole number of persons composing this meeting 
was said to be 5000. 

lOth Month, 3d. I spent the last four days at 
Merion. We have lately had the agreeable com- 
pany of divers friends, some of whom left Phila- 
delphia on account of the yellow fever, whicb 
prevailed in the city. 
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lOth Montkf 4M. t attended Merion meeting, 
where we had the company of Elizabeth Cogshall 
and Elizabeth Bird. After meeting I spent some 
time with them pleasantly, at the liouse of a 
young man who had been disowned for taking up 
arms; but. who had lately been reinstated; and his 
wife, ik4io is an agreeable friend, was received intQ. 
membership at the same time. 

lOth Month, 5ih, Joseph Paul kindly took m|^ 
in his carriage^ to see a large encampment on the 
Ridge Road, where many poor persons were accom- 
modated, who had left Philadelphia to avoid the 
infectioQ of tfie yellow fever. Afterwards, we visited 
the gardens and green-houses of Wm. Hamilton, 
where we saw a number of plants and shrubs, 
natives of every quarter of the world. 

lOth Month, lOth. I went to Radnor monthly 
meeting; at which was a couple, who were about 
to be married ; for whose accommodation the meet-, 
ing at Merion was agreed to be held on 5th day, 
instead of 6th ; and the alteration appearing eligi- 
ble for a continuance, was so determined. After 
meeting, I dined at J. H.'s, and supped and spent 
the evening at O. J/s This friend was one of 
those who suffered banishment on account of their 
supposed attachment to the British^ during the 



•revolutioiu JSm siBter told me that oq WiOiaa 
Pena's arrival in ^America, he lodged at her great 
grandfather's at Merigii. At that time her giandr 
father was a bo|; of about 12 jears old; and beia|^ 
' a lad of some curiosity^ and not often seeing sucb 
a guest as Wm. Penn^ he privaldy eyept to tha 
.chamber dockr, up a flight of ^ps^ on .die outride of 

thebuilding^whidi was only alog-tkouse. Onpee|>« 
ing through die latchet-hole, he was struck with 

•awe, in beholding this ^eat man upon his knees, 
by the bed-side ; and could distinctly hear him ia 
prayer^ 9i%d in tbanksgivingi that he was thus pror 
yided for in the wilderness* This ciccumstancf^ 
made an impression upon the lad's^ Jniadj whidi 
9Pas not «0i9£ed itt oU i^e. 
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CHAPTER VIlL 

jSaCerford-^lemes Merion^^BGrdm T<ywn»^*Amdot/'^ 
NeoyYork — Hudson -^ Nine Partner$ -^ ^arterli^ 
Meeting'^Hudson^'Aibttni/'^Troy, 

1£/A of lOtk Month, 1805. I returned' froitf 
Xtadnor to Merion, and thia^day attended Haverford 
meeting, at M-hich were several stjangers^. This i» 
one of the oldest meeting-bouses in America; and' 
at the early settlement of this meeting, friends q£ 
Philadelphia went every third first day to attend 
it; mast of tbem^ coming on foot a distaqce of 
about ten miles^ At tliat time nearlj" the whol^ 
of the road was through a shady forest. Amongst 
the rest, Wm, Penn used to come on horseback, 
aed would occasionally take up a little bare-footed 

• 

^irl behind him, to relieve her when tired. By 
Ibe early minutes of the monthly meeting, it ap- 
pears that several friends were appointed to mark 
out a road through the woods from Philadelphia^ 
to Haverford and Radnor meetings. 

10/A Month f I3th. I attiended Merion- meeting, 
fit which was Sarah Harrison, who visited us at 
our lodgings after meeting; and we spent the after-^ 
noon with her at the widow George's. 

lO^A Month, I4th, was spent at Merion, prini*- 
cipally in writing to different correspondents ib 
America. k 2 
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lOth Month, I5th, ivas employed in vnriting to 
my dear wife and the children, and to some of 
my relations and friends in England. 

lOth Month, l6thj was spent at Merion in wrii- 
ingy and in the very acceptable company of a 
family, our fellow-boardefs, whom I was about to 
leave with regret; intending next day to set out on 
a visit to my cousin H. M/s family at Hudson's, 
on the North River, and to my cousin J. £/s, at 
Elkland's, near the head of the Susquehanna* 

lO^A Mofith, nth. This day I came to E. W/s, 
and J. P. being so kind as to take me to Fi*ank« 
fort in his carriage, I embraced the opportunity 
of visiting a brother of his on the banks of the 
Delaware, where I spent an hour or two agreeably. 
Afterwards, he took me in his chaise to the stage 
office, whence I rode to the shore opposite Borden. 
ToMvn in the Mail Pilot. In crossing the Dela- 
ware to that place, I fell in company with a respec* 
table old Scotchman, who had been amusing him^ 
self in fishing. He told me that he had sometimes 
had the company of General Moreau in his amuse* 
ments, of whom he spoke highly, as a man of mild 
and agreeable manners. I spent this evening at 
Borden Town, the residence of the noted Thomas 
Payne. My lodgings being at the tavern from 
whence the stage set out early in the morning, I 



NOJtTH AMERICA. 113 

neas thrown into a mixed company of the towns* 
people. Being a stranger, this extraordinajy 
person was introduced as a subject of convesv 
sation; but the company being of 'different reli- 
gious and political sentiments, I found that nothing 
coiTect could be gathered respecting the charac- 
ter of this man, even amongst his to^vnsmen and 
neighbours. Some of them asserted that he was a 
drunkard; otkers tfie contrary. Some asserted that 
he was oot fit to live, and others with equal earnest^ 
ness that he was an upright honest man, and kind 
and friendly to the pooc. Perhaps all might have 
some ground for their assertions, by viewing dif- 
fejcent periods of his life ; but what appeared the 
most remarkable was an observation of the land^ 
]^, who asserted heis belief,, that he was aa 
enemy tp American freedom^ and that he waa^ 
fm^orted by Great Britaix^,and was the friend of 
that Qovernment.. In proof of her assertion, sh^ 
«aid that he had trsachepously mixed black sand 
in the AsieiicaB gMpo^der^ intended to be used 
agaiiist the i&liglishii. All ^is, however, manifested 
that thfi mind of man is liable to be dsH^keaed and 
^lou^ed by paity spirit, which so much prevails m 
|be,\iH>rkl ; and which seemfi ioaeparable from &ee 
Goveeimieiitts, wiiea. mankind, .m^vidnally, are 
unwilling to oome u^der the government of the 
JPaMe of Peiace, 
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l(^h Month, IQth. I set out for Ambdyi through 
the Jerseys. 

loth Month, IQih. I came to South Amboy; 
Some parts of the road were through a fruitful 
land^ and others through a land almost as sandy 
and barren as the deserts of Arabia. 

lOfA Month, tOth. I was unexpectedly detained 
at Amboy, the packet not arriving in time.«--* 
This being first day, and there being no meeting 
near the place, I spent my time in walking along 
the sea shore, and obserWng the variety of marine 
productions that were spread along the coast. 
Having my little bible, it was not the least of 
gratifications, occasionally to sit down upon a piece 
of the wreck of some stranded vessel, which the 
stohny ocean had cast upon the beach, and read a 
page or two in that instructive volume. Whilst 
thu9 employed I could not help pitying that poor 
man of Borden Town, whose name I have recently 
mentioned, for having so unwisely deprived him- 
self of the great consolations which the Scriptures 
afford, by cultivating a disbelief of the truths 
which have been recorded for our comfort and 
instruction through time.<— '^The situation of Amboy 
is peculiarly beautiful as to prospects. It com- 
mands a full view of the Neversink Mountains^ 
and of the light-house at Sandy-Hook, by which 
vessels generally pass in going to and from JNew* 
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York and the Atlantic ; particularly Aose in the 
European trade. Other vessels also come up th^ 
Raritan and the Hackinsack rivers^ which add to 
tfie beauty of the scene. 

10th Month, 9,\st. I went on board the packet 
for New-York> directly after a breakfast madd 
chiefly of stewed oysters. ^These shell-fish abound 
ISO much here, that little children are taught to eat 
them to breakfast. The Imidlady told me, that she 
sometimes had 2 or 800 bushels in the cellar, at a 
time, in the winter season. After being on board 
about a quarter of an hour, we were invited by 
signal to touch at Perth Amboy, on the opposite 
shore; where we landed about ten o'clock, and 
took in two families for New- York. As we sailed 
along diis Bay, I had an opportunity olf seeing the 
oyster fishers, who were busily employed. Tfafe 
instruments they generally used, somewhat resern^ 
bled two hay-rakes, with loi^ iron teeth, having 
the handles, which are very long, pinned together 
about two feet from die heads of the rakes, so as 
to open and shut like a pair of large pincers. 
These instruments, which are callisd tongs, stk 
opened wide when the heads are let down from 
the boat ; and, as soon as they reach the bottom, 
the men close them, and the teeth of the rakes 
meeting drag the oysters together. By this tnethod 
from one to three or four oysters are taken at A 
time. * 
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III aaUiig firoi& Peith Ambpy to New-Yoiir^ 
'live pici^ uf B good pew boat, worth 10 or 1£ 
gttineasi which w^ ^hrifUn^ out to sea. Haviag 
been so detained at Perth Amboji and the wind 
proving unfavourable, we did not arrive at New- 
York until after d^k^ As iheyeUow fever had for 
•<Mne tiiB^ prevailed ^.t ^ew^^York, I^ai desirous of 
being put «n shore at BrpoUyib ^on Long Uand; 
tnU^.the iH^ht being; daxk widi wind 'and pain^ I 
couhl tiot prevail upon liie CapUw of the packet 
to knd bm; nor could I obtsia a boat of any kind: 

lo ti^e.me oiier. I was tiiecefore uodei' the necei^ 
sky of gfnng to New-York, where all was silent^ 
and solitary; and what used V) be the busieat part%, 
vere now without an inhabitant ta be seen^l 



landed At Qaince^s Wbari^ I went aloagr 
.WnterHitreet tatbe.Fly-marke^ Whsur}', hoping to- 
meet with the ferry^^oati but here likewise aU wai^ 
«ileace and sohtude. \ then went throngh the 
whole length of Fly-oiarket, which had the a|^ 
pearance of having be^a uatloddea for weeks past; 
the light of some lamps shewing the boarded floof 
,to be as clean as that of a parlour. From the Fly* 
market, I crocfsed Peailnstreet, into Maiden^lane^ 
and went on to Broad-way;, to the Cky Hotej^ a. 
large spacious inn ; where I was the only gues^ 
When I was here kst, the house \v4s crowded with 
j^ompany;; so much had this awful visiiBtioiA vaiied 
the. scene in every pvt of this busy city. Som^ 
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of its inhabitants, ^itfa whom I had been well 
acquainted, had been suddenly taken away by the 
ravages of that dreadful disease. The next mom* 
ing I left NewrYork, and passing through Green- 
'wichy and over Harlem Bridge, I arrived at 
T. WJs to dinner. There I spent the afternoon in 
company with one of the Pilots for the Sound, a 
healthy old man between 80 and 90 years of age, who 
frequently walked SO miles a-day. In coming up 
to T. W.'s, I passed through Greenwich, a village 
to which the business of New- York, together with 
the banks and public offices, were removed on ac- 
count of the yellow fever. The bustle and cold- 
fusion x)Ccasioned thereby is not easily conceived. 
For the accommodation of the merchants, many 
temporary wooden buildings were erected. 

• 

> 10/A Monthy 23A I accompanied T. and E. 
W. to West Chester meeting ; and, in the after- 

' noon, drank tea and spent a few hours with I. C.'s 
family, who were under affliction on account of 
the decease of his wife. She had been lately re* 
moved by the yellow fever, having, it was sup- 
posed, taken the infection the day previous t6 
her coming to West Chester; to which place the 
fiunily had removed for safety from the infection. 
The removal of this valuable friend, has been a 
irery trying dispensation to h^r husband and family*. 
If I imderstaad right; she has left 13 children. 
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. In cottvmttion 'widi Iiber 'daiig)iteTB> F under^ 
vtood that: the fkvaiij were not aware that her 
complaint Was the yellow fiever, tmtil after her 
decease. She was preserved in so much stillness 
and quietness^ and^ apparentiy^ under so little 
bodily pain during fte progress of the disorder, 
that they had' no apprehension of its being this 
dreadfiiL complaint; until afterwards informed by 
die medical attendants. I lodged thii night and> 
Ihe preceding at T. W.'s. 

' IMh Mmthj 24/A« X came down witk T. W^ 
in hb cfaaHT; to Greenwich, on business. There X^ 
vec^ved letters from home, and also foi'warded> 
divers odierB to England, by the Centurion. 

10th Month, Q^th, This day and yesterday 1' 

« . • • ■ ■ » 

made my home at F. T. s> where Ilodged.' • 

loth Month, t6lh. I^is afternoon I left F. T.V 
and went on board a Hudson packet, called the 

Traveller, of which Ely Bunker, a friend of Hud-^ 

.son, was owner and captain. As soon as the tide 

.aerved, we saikd up the North Riv^r, having m 

company a yotnig man from Hudson, and a«.yonng; 

woman that was on her way to visit a wdter wh<^ 

lay sick at Hudson. 

IQthMomth, 07 th. This and the prececBng nigbl 
I lodged on board the packet. In sailing along thb 



mver, the scenery and prospects ase ki pasmj 

^places grand and beauti&l in a k^h dep'ee; espe* 

xially ki sailiftg by the Highlaodsi Stoaey Pointy 

and the EatskiU Mountains.. Soraetioiesi for a. 

considerable distance, tbevocks rise from .the edge 

of the river, in bold, lofty precijpiees, similar to 

those of Middleton Dale, in Devbyahire ; wd the 

•river, .in many parts, is from one to two miles 

<over. This gives room for the vessels, which 

^navigate the river, to pass and repass each other 

without danger; aldiongh the number is said to be 

'upwiirds of liSOO* They comst 4^hiefly of sleope 

'^ about 70 tons burihcBc; yet lai^ge ^ips are occa* 

.ftonsm^ seen as hi^ up as. Hndson'-s and Athens^ 

ibeing ibbout 150 milss np the coun^. In ssuling 

on this river, we some^es bad the sight «f 15 or £0 

ressels within a short distance of us; and Captam 

Siinker mentioned that he had sometimes seen 30 

m company. Aldiough this river is pretty straight, 

in general, yet it fre^uendy winds its way between 

ioity rocks and fnoofiHams^ which canse a variety 

•of cursents in die vriad, so as to require a good 

deal of tcare and management to work the vessels 

to advantage, it was amusing sometimes to ob- 

eerve dwt, wUle we lay becalmed on one side of the 

tftiteam. under a lofty rocky the vessels which hap- 

f^ned to be on die contrary side, would skim past 

us like an arrow, with a fair wiiid, leaving us far 

behind; and at the same time the company would 

divext themselves at our di£5iculties as they glided 
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jiaist ; but, before we got many miles^ it sometimes 
happened that the tables were turned ; and the winds 
would favour us to get before those who had so 
vecently derided us. To persons disposed to 
moralize, there was somewhat instructive in these 
changes of scene; as we may not unfrequently 
observe similar occurrences in our passage through 
life, 

lOth Month, 2^th. I arrived at Hudson early 
in the afternoon, and paid for my passage, of 
about 150 miles, one dollar and a half; and wasf 
charged, three quarters of a dollar |per day for 
board and liquor during the voyage. As we 
were about leaving the sloop, a boy came on 
board, and abruptly told the young woman, our 
fellow-passenger, that her sister, whom she was 
come to see, had just breathed her last. Thia 
proved more than the poor girl could bear; and 
she was not ia a situation to leave the vessel^ while 
I staid. It was a great pi^ that more caution 
was not observed in conv^in^ such afilictive intel* 
ligence. In stepping ashore at Hudson, one of the 
first persons I met with was George Bunker, the 
first mate of the ship in which I came over 
to Anierica, whose family reside here. He 
kindly sent his son as my. guide toT. C.'s, whence 
I went that evening to H. M.'s, and lodged at his 
house on the banks of Clayerick Credu 
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10^* MonthyQQth* I spent tliis day pleasantly at 
Sunnyside, the residence of a relation^ and went with 
liim over his farm. He has purchased 500 acres 
of land, widl a dweffingrhouse and barn, for 900 1^ 
sterling. The estate runs near a mile on the 
Jbanks of a river, which is stored with pknty of fish, 
and whieh passes into the North River about five 
milefir below. On the opposite side of the farm, 
Aere is a good turnpike-road, leading to Hudson^ 
iCc. About 100 acres are cleared from wood, 
ahd are in a atate of cultivation; tlie remaining 
^!00 acres being wood land, are esteemed the 
most valuable. There are about 20 acres of 
meadow near the river. This land is very rich 
and productive; and the whole ef die estate, 
if in many parts of Yorkshire, would be thought 
good and -valuable land : inferior, I believe, is 
sometimes sold for lOOl. per acre. 

■ 

lOM Month, SOth. This morning I, walked to 
Ihe residence of H. M. .jun. near his mill on 
Claverack Creek. At this mill is. a fall of about 
30 fee(, over one of the most ruo^4 rocks I ever 
, i»3iW'. In England tlie strata of rocks commonly 
lie horizontally; but here they are i^early perpen- 
dicular, formmg many ru^ed points and pin- 
nacles, over which the water ia thrown with no 
little foam> andtioise. After dining, and spending 
a few hours very pleasantly, we returned to Sun- 
nyside in the evening.. 
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lOih Month, 3l$t. This day I came to Hud$oii 
noeeting, in company with as many of H. M.';* 
family as could ride in. their coachee, a handsome 
carriage drawn by. two horses. After meeting I 
dined at the house of a worthy elder. Jn. conversa- 
tion he gave me a lijttle history, of H..B. whose near 
neighbour and fr^nd he had been for ppiany yearsj 
even for spme tinie before «he j»ppeared ^ a 
minis^C- Jler first ^appe^rances^ he observe4# 
vcere .very acceptable^ apd in\a good degree of 
humility. About that time h^e. accompanied J* T* 
on a visit to her, who. expressed his belief that she 
was rightly called, and encouraged her in the 
exercise pf her gift. This circumstance tended 
to open her way more fully in the mi^ids of friends^ 
andJier communicatiotts became more frequent, 
vifid .\\ere .enlai*ged. Notwithstanding this, the 
friend observed to me, tliat be yery. often iiadhi3 
fears on her account, and sometimes imparted them 
to her. About the time she applied for her certi- 
ficate to vi^it. England, he felt more forcibly her 
danger, and that it would be increased by her in- 
troduction to die cities of ij^urope ; and it was 
jsome time before he could determine to sign her 
certificate; but the fear of appearing singular, 
outweighed his better fedings, and he accordingly 
signed it. Notwithstanding the very fallacious 
sentiments she had propagated, I felt chafity and 
good-will towards her; and called to see her h^9»- 
,baud ; she being from home. 
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llih Month, Ut. I spent this day pleasalitly at 
Stmnyside. In the morning I went out with my 
cousin Charles into the woods, and caught an Ame- 
rican hare in a hollow tree^ but we were obliged 
to hew down the tree before we could come 
at the prize.- The American hare is not Tike 
either the hi4re or tlie rabbit of England, but ha» 
the appearjinee of a mixture of both. When the 
poor creature was takeif, if cried like an infuixt. 

lUH Month, Qd. I remained at my relation's, ' 
and, in the afternoon, accompanied ' my cousin' 
Sanimel on the water, with a design of taking a- 
minx^ but we were- disappointed. - 

iVth Month, Sd. I attended Hudson meeting, 
and afterwards visited H. B.'s family from Eng- 
land; in company witE^ my relations. 

11th Month, 4th. I set out for Nine Partner 
Quarterly Meeting, accompanied by Charles 
Marriott and three of his sisters. • We took our 
provisions with ois in the coachee, and found this 
innkeepers very cheerfully spread a table, with a 
cloth and knives and forks, being wefr satisfied 
with the profit on the feed of our horses and thb 
little liquor we drank. This being the general 
practice, it makes travelling more easy as to ei- 
pense^ for the whole the innkeeper had-to receive^ 
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of US, bcuig a company of 5 or 6, was not more 
than half a crown at dinner* By retail, a. glass of 
brandy or rum and water, such as is ooainion)y 
called for in England, is charged at tfie inns 3^d. 
Although the means of intoxication are more 
easily attained than in Esglafid, yet I think, <m 
the whole, that all classes are more sober liei:e 
than in my native land. The frequent elections 
have a strong tendency to promote intemperance; 
but as a seat in the legislature in this country, is 
not, in its conseq|iiences, soluccative as in England, 
there is not the same inducement for coiTuptiqn 
and intemperance. This evening we reached 
Jonathau Marriott's, and lodged there. . 

lUh Month, 5th. We continued our rout and 
reached T. M/s to dinner, where we spent the after- 
noon, and lodged at night. This friend made re- 
spectful mention of Tho. CoUey, whose companion 
he was for some time ki hss travels in this country. 
During the Revolution, T. M. with some other 
friends, was taken prisoner by the -Britisfa, -and 
confined a long time on boar4 u ..piison ship. 
Whilst there, be employed himself in maLiqg ^ 
variety of little articles in wood, some of M^idi 
he showed me. • They wer-e*vefy u6at)y executed, 
and bore testimony ' that tbey, had been made, 
rather to pass on time Uian .to oain-wag^s* In 
otie of tliese memorials of his cs^tiv^y, he bad 
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a^quandtf of tea, which had been gathered in the 
woods about his dwelling. It had much the ap^ 
pearance and flavour of conunon- bohea tea^ 

nth Month, 6th. . I' attended Nine Partners 
Quarterly Meeting. At this meeting there were 
three friends in the gallery, sitting near together, 
whose ages united made about 300 years. After' 
meeting, we spent an hour or two in the school 
for friends' children, wherie the teachers kindly 
brought forward a few of their best readers, botfi 
boys and girls, and gave us a specimen of their 
abilities in that branch of learning. Some of them 
read well," and did credit ' to the institution. 
Amongst the teachers, I observed a young couple, 
who had been married some time: the husband 
was between 17 and 18 years old, and the wife a 
lihle older, but not much. One consequence of 
such early marriages is, that many generations are 
frequently seen living at the same thnev The 
children of a friend of my^ acquaintance, . John 
Eiddle, of Philadelphia, are thte seventh^ gfefierS- 
tion; the female head of which family was a friend 
then living. In thfe aftiernoon I visited T. R. and 
his wifei in whose company we spent h'alf an hour 
pleasantly;. Aft€!r leaving them, we set out for 

Stamford quarterly meeting, and lodged at A.S.'is. 

1 Uh Month, 1th. Came to P» U.'s, where 1 
lodged. Here vK saw several articles very neatly 



1S6 THATELS lie 

paiiHedi aud ^fabdb' ifipedred -to 016 nealer eni 
more fively thto oil. paintiiig, and >f hteb, -1 vm$ 
informedy consisted of iK)tbing 'bat Uie cefefwUig^ 
substance ground down with curds. Here I alsa 
saw a quantity of sewing silk made in this coun- 
try, and produced from silk worms i^ised m 
Mansfield, in Connecticut; in which place upwards 
of ten tons of silk had been produced the last year.. 
In the afternoon of this day we visited M. C. at 
his farm^ which is one of the neatest and best 
conducted I have seen. There I saw a ram from, 
the Straits of Magellan^ which had been presented 
to him by his brother Captain H. who had brought 
it from thence. The animal was of great strength^ 
and much larger than any English sheep. He had 
two large horns standing upwards, somewhat like 

those of a goat ; and two others growing firom 
near the roots of the former, twisted like those of 
otlier sheep. His colour was black, and his wool 
of a coarse quality. Afterwards we visited Captaia 
S. C. at his farm, which is, I believe, a very good 
one; and it has an excellent house and good accom- 
modation, and is very pleasantly situated. On oiur 
way this friend met and passed us, with a waggoa 
load of slaughtered hogs for the next country storet; 
but he soon returaed, and we supped and spent a few 
lidurs very pleasantly with him and his wife. A» 
-* Captain C. was the c^toimanderof ihe Foirtitude, 
in which I came over to America the first'lime^ 
in company with Thoin4s Scattergood^ this visit 
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nflfbrded aplealkig opportimity for talking over a 
vifie^ of cifCiuBPLstaAoes'daat occbrned 4itfi^g KMur 

llrt llonth, 5t7i. I attended Stamford quar- 
terly meeting. From my observations here anS 
in other meetings, in New-York Stale in particular, 
.1 thought some friends, active in the discipline^ sui^ 
fered loss, by placing too high a stamp on a 
coarse, homely appearance in dress and furniture, 
without suiSiciently coming under th^t ameliorating 
influence which draws out of any reliance oh par- 
ticular forms of dressr and furniture. Truth and 
sound sense lead into 'fatness, decency, and mode- 
ration in these respects ; but extremes do harm. By 
keeping the eye and attention constantly fixed too 
much on outward tilings, the'better part is in «ome 
danger of beii^ neglected. In the evening we 
returned to J. M.*s, where we lodged that night; 
and tlie next moniii^g set out for Sunny side, 
where we arrived safe in the evening: 

l\thMcn$h9 lOih. rdCtend^ Hudson me^taiqfg. 
'Afterwards dined and spent a'few h<Hira Mdch T.'Q* 
Ja valuable pubfic friend; and, 'in.lbe<ev6niBg, ve- 
tumed to my relations. The du ee ^foUo^wing days 
were spent pleasantly in their family. A part of 
the time was occupied in taking t^<A«wiiigs of 
the bouse, &c. &€. inteaded as.api^senrt fbrtny 
cottsin^s sister la England, which iMU give bsr 
friends ih^e some idea of .Amerscaa' scenery. 
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Vlth Mof^h, I4th. I attended Hudson meetings 
mid ftfterwards^ dined and spent a little timerwiih 
Captain R. B. in his faniily. In the afteraoon^ ^e* 
companied by several of H*M.'s family, and £. C. 
I went across the North River> to Athens. After 
spending about an hour there, I.took leave of these 
agreeable young friends, and went on board the 
sloop, called the First Counsellor, for Albany.. The 
time I spent at my cousin M.'s, vtras pleasanter 
to me than any I have passed in this land; and his 
liouse was the most like home. 

ll^A Month, I5th* I slept lasft night on boards 
the packet; and this day arrived safe at Albany, , 
after a. pleasant sail up Hudson River, on the 
|>anks of which are many beautiful prospects. 
Albany has more. the. appearance of an English 
town, than . any L have seen in America. Some 
of the streets are narrow and irregular, and 
many of the houses are old. On approaching the 
city, in sailing up die river, the roofs of many of 
the' buildings, from being covered with tin plates 
instead of slate, exhibit a very singular and glit- 
tering appearance in* the. sum I lodged this night 
at the co£fee-house in. Albany... 

lUh Months l6tk. This day I rode up to Troy, 
•n B. S.'s horse, which he was so kind as to fur- 
iiisbme with, to White's Town, near. Utica. Troy 
is a beautiful eil^; and ^improving rapidly. It 'is 



already' of consideraible \extent, akhottgh^ Itte 
HudsoDi of but few years ^tamSng. Divers <tff 
the steeples sCnd tow^s of their public buiidingSi 
beifig covered with tin plates, as at Albany^ giv^ 
the place a very spleadid appearance. I lodged 
this night at Troy, liaviog had the eompasiy of a 
fiieod from New-York| in the e^niDg. ^ 

llth Month, 17th. I attended ike jneeti^ aft 
Troy in company with tibe before-ftienticmed friend. 
Here is a very neat meetiag-hoKse^kapt clean and 
in ^ood repair. Theve is sometfamg fiot qiiite right, 
or at least something that 'produces very unpleasailt 
feelings and reflections^ in suffering nseeting^houses 
to become dirty and out of repair. We sometimes 
judge of the estimation in which people hold their 
guests by the room assigned for their reception and 
entertainment. What those pepple think whty 
suffer their places for worship to remain a scene of 
diit and ruin, whilst perhaps their own habitations 
are superfluously elegant, I cannot comprehend ; 
I fear it bespeaks their having no very high idea of 
the Divine Majesty, to whose service they profess 
to appropriate such buildings. This meeting-house 
at Troy, I was informed, was built chiefly by two 
female friends, whose husbands had sometime, 
before been disowned for dealing ill spirituous 
liquors ; this trafiic being contrary to the rules of 
friends in New-York State. Those persons not 
seeing the propriety of the rule, or not choosing to 
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forego the profit of this branch of their' tr&d<^,- 
had suffered themselves to^ be disunited. At 
the same time they declared that although 
friends disoin^ned them, thej would not disown 
their friends. Since their separation they have 
attended friends meetings for worship ; and, 
being peopl&^ ef property, they have, on aH 
occasions, encouraged their wives to be ge- 
nerous in their contributions towards the neces- 
sary expenses of the society. Z was told that in 
this instance their two wives had furnished th)9 
means of defraying nearly the whole expense of 
building this Ifandsome meeting-house. In th^ 
afternoon I parted with J. B. and set out for 
Schenectady on the Mohawk River. I arrived 
there early in the evening where I lodged. This 
day I- sent letters to my dear wife by J. B. tSft 
be forwardei'from.New-Yorki - 



K 
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CHAPTER IX. 

S^esee Country^^Utica^^BrothertowTi'^Jndian Tak^^ 
The Orchard'-^Indian Inn^^Lakes Skaneafedes, Oxvas^ 
rcOf Seneca, and CoTmndarque-^An Atheist^^Holland 
-Land Company ^^Frairies, 

:l%th of^Wth Month, 1805. I crossed the Mo- 
hawk river^ and tsavelled about 30 miles on the 
Genesee Turnpike. Having company I stopped 
with them at an inn^ where we lodged. This inn 
6oes no credit to the country. 

nth 'Month, IQth. I was' joined by an agree- 
. able young man from 'Hudson^ of the name of 
Osbonie, who is in the practice of the law. He 
had also in company with him a respectable trades- 
manirom Balls-town Springs ; so we travelled glong 
pleasantly through the romantic valley of the Mo- 
*iiawk^ and, in our journey, saw a few straggling 
Indians climbing .up the mountains. In the even- 
ing we came to thp smaller falls of ihat river, 
iVhere the navigation is aided by a jiumber of well 
constructed locks. Ilie fall is about 70 feet. 
Here is a pretty'little town having some good inns, 
and standing in a most beautiful and romantic situa- 
,tion, -somevfrhat resembling Matlock ; but the 
^scenery' is more rugged and stupendous. 

Here we lodged ; and the next morning, the 20th 
^f 11th Month; we set out, along the German 
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Flats, to KerseyBierej where we^ breakfasted at 
a very good inn, although about 200 miles wiwadJ 
In triiveUiDg tlw road^ we aometimes' obsavYe ves- 
tiges of the: devastation fonoeriy. madey. tfarough 
tlie instigations of the EngiiA or-Fr^enohGavem- 
ments, by.tfaeIndianBy.as they wece prevailed' upon, 
sometimes by one power s^d spmetimes by. tho 
«other, to join in their war» and quarrel€L» How 
degrading that men, placed in authority, and pro- 
fessing to be the followers of Christ, should be 
thus employed in working upon &e simplicity of 
the poor Indians ! In tha afternoon wa t:ame to 
tJtica, an improving place, of considerable, busi- 
ness, a little distance from Fort Schuyler. In the^ 
evening I eame to B. S/s, where I lodged and left 
the horse which his son §q kiudly Imt me ai 
'Albany.; having replaced him with one I bought 
at Fort Schuyler^ 

* 

\Uh MorUh, Qlsf. This day I passed, throu^ 
Clinton, where I dined; and> in the evening came 
to an Indian village, called Brothertowu.. Here 1 
was Cjomfoitably accommodated at the house of 
an Indian, whose name was Ofoadiah Scipio. Hi& 
wife Elizabeth, is the daughter of an Indian Chief 
of the name of Fowler. She was a personable 
woman and of an expressive countenance, and 
was very industrious. Her dairy pBoduced ex- 
cellent cheese and butter^ notwithstanding a 
great* part of her time was employed in spin- 
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ting for tlie family apparel; vhich was rery 
decent. It was mostly prepared for the weaver 
by lier own houseliold ; and, whilst I was in the 
house, a female weaver of the village, brought in 
a piece of cloth made from yam spun in this 
&mily, which was such as would have done cre- 
dit to any female in England. Hiis reputabfo 
Indian couple had four fine healdiy children, who 
sat by the fire; and, though of a copper colour, 
4heir countenances were far from unpleasing. 
Their names were Denis, Calvin, Ciathia, and 
CeUnda. 

The schoolmaster df this Indian village, who 
is paid by friends, introduced me to a chief of 
the name of Hendricks, with whom I had some 
conversation; and we sat about an hour by the 
fire-side of a pretty large family of Indians, where 
it was pleasant to see the spinning « wheel go 
briskly round. There were 16 or 18 Indians 
round the fire; the older part of the family sat 
on a bench in front, and the little Indisms on the 
ground on each side. The fire was made at the 
end of the building, and the smoke found its way 
through the roof, without the aid of a chimney. 
The walls and roof were hung with ears of Indian 
com, and other winter provisions. It is difficult 
to describe my feelings, on sitting down with an 
Indian family in this way. In a sympathising 

M 
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mind^ sensations of pity and. compassion will pj©- 
dominate. On the other lumd, it is not unlikely 
that a similar feeling niay prevail in the breasts of 
vthese children of the .forest, towards those who 
may consider ^ems^lves as raised far above them 
in education and civilized life. • It is remarkable 
Ahat an ludiair boy or girl is rarely found willing 
to change j^ative habits, for those of towns and 
<:ities; but there are many instances,. I am.told, of 
those who are called civilized people, assimilating 
•their manners with the Inditfii's ; and of giving their 
mode of life the preference. Man, as man,, is a 
strange and incomprehensible being when left to 
himself; whether in what is called a savage or ^ 
.civilized state. In either, when so left, he stands 
equally a ready instrument, in the hand of th^ 
common enemy of the pfsaoe and b^ppmess of the 
world. I 

I spent the remainder of this evening by Scipio's 
fire-side, and w^s accommodated with » good bed 
jat night) on which I slept icom&rtably. Both the 
sides and ceiling of .^at part of the building in 
which I lodged^ wer^e 4:overed with ears of Indiaa 
corn in the husk ; which, to me, had a novel but 
pot an unpleasant appyearance. 

' 1 Ith Month, 9M. I visited tlie Indian school- 
master and his school, and was presented with a 
few specimens of writing. Here I met with a 
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fittle poem on ah Indian boy, wRo was sent to 
Haverford college for his education, which I 
diought worth copyings it being founded on facts. 
It is as follows :-r* 

Prom SosqaehannaV farthest springs, 
Where savnge tribes pursue their gamc^ 
• fii^ blanket ty'S with yellow strings, 
An Indian of the forest came* 



* 4 



rrom coancil grare the fathers rose. 
Viewing the hopeful youth with joy; 

To Ha'rford's iCal!, o'er wastes of snow, 
They sent their tawny-coloured boy. , 

Awhile he wrote, awhile he read^ 
Awhile he learnt the gran^mar rules;' 

An Indian savage> so well bred. 
Much credit promi«'d to the schools. . 

Some said be would in law excel ; 

And some in physic thought he'd shine ;'• 
Others, who knew him passing well, 

Hop'd he might prove a sage divine :• 

Sht those of more discerning eye, 
Could then far other prospects sho^V^ 

A$ oft he threw his Virgil by, 
To wander with his dearer bow^ 

The tedious hours of study spent, 
The drowsy lecture haply done,- 

He to the woods a hunting went ; 
But sigb'df to see the setting sun* 

M 4 * 
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The sbady bank, the murm'ring stream^ . 

The woody wilds, bis beart possess^ f 
The dewy lawn, bis morning dream. 

In fancy's gayest colours dressed*. 

" And why/' be cry'd '' did T forsake 
'< My native woods, for gloomy walls; 

** The silver stream, the limpid lake; 
*' For these duU books and college halls F 

** A little could my wants supply ; 

'' Can wealth' or honour give xne mofftf 
•* Or wiR my father's* God deny 

^' The bumble trea^ be gave befoK? 

'* Where Nature's ancient forests grow^ 
^ The flowering laurel never fades ;. 

'' There is my beart; and^ must go, 
** And die amidst mj native shades.^ 

He spoke, and to the western springs, 
Stripp'd of bis gown, his way he bent; 

His blanket tied with yellow stnngSy 
This native of the forest went. 

■ 

Betuming to bis native plain, 
The Indians welcom'd him with joy; 

The Council took him home again, 
And blessed their tawny-cobur'd boy. 

From the Indian village of Brother Town, I 
came to another tiettlement of theirs, called the 
Orchard. Many of their habitations ar^ formed 
principally of the bark' of trees, attached to posts> 
M'hich are fixed in the ground; the roofs being 
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also o£ bark ; but as it is taken off the trees in 
broad pieces, they contrive to make a pretty warm^ 
dwelling. A few chiefs, and others, have good 
houses of wood, well furnished; and some of the 
Indians, being very good workmen, and having 
complete sets of tools, I have seen houses of their* 
building superior to many in England.. 

As the whole of this day's journey lay amongst? 
die Indians, whose habitations are pretty numerous^ 
in this quarter) I had ja fair opportunity of forming 
some judgment of the progress they have made ia 
the useful arts of civilized life; and I confess it is 
my opinion, that many in these villages, are further 
advanced in this respect) apd enjoy more of the 
comforts of life, than many of the inhabitant? of 
the remote parts of Great Britain, and Ireland. 

In passing by one of their habitations, I noticed' 

die Indian manner of prdparing deer skins for use. 

* 
After taking off" the hair^ they sew up the skin. 

Eke a bag.; and one end being suspended by a 
support) the lower end is brought close over a 
yessel, coptaining a small jSre, of ^reen wood, 
at the bottom^ The carbonic acid ascend- 
ing widi the smoke^ ^ so impregnates the skin, 
that it becomes a durable and elastic leather;, 
very suitable for their shoesj or moccasons^ and 
other useful purposes. This operation was going 
forwai4 under the piazza of a very good framor* 

M .3 
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house; and, from the appearance of tbe inhabit 
tants, I suppose the master was a chief of the first 
order. Upon his head he had a very grotesque 
kind of cap, much resembling a lofty antique 
helmet. His daughter^ who appeared to be a girl 
about 13 years old, had a very pleasing Indiaa 
countenance; and her arms were ornamented with 
silver bracelets of considerable breadth, both above 
and below the elbow. iTiough her dress was en- 
tirely in the Incttan fashion, with moccasons, leg- 
gins, blanket, &c.; yet, being neat, clean, and of 
fiher materials than usual, she had not an inelegant 
appearance. These people understood a little 
English ; but, at several of their habitations, where 
I called in the course of the day, tney either could 
not or would not understand what I said. Some 
or the younger boys and girls laughed immo^ 
derately, on my inquiring of them the road; but 
without being able, seemingly, to give me any 
other answer. As I went along, I met with two 
clever- looking Indian young men, carpenters,^ 
having their tools with them. And under die 
piazza of a commodious Indian dwelling, I saw, 
hung up in neat order, the harness and yokes of 
horses and oxen. There was also a. good famt 
yard surrounded with barns and stables, the whole 
paving every appearance of good management. 

In the evening I joined my old companion again 
mi the Genesee road \ having parted with him ia 
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going to 3* S/s. This night we took up our 
lodgings at a very good inn^ kept by a Doctor 
Stockden. Although in the midst of the Oneida 
Indians^ and 300 or 400 miles inland from Phila- 
delphia or New-York^ the room in which I slept 
was elegantly furnished. It had an excelletit 
bed, &c. the floor was spread with a good carpet, 
and the curtains of the windows and of the bed 
were of smart Manchester print. I observed 
several stout Indian men sitting in the bar room; 
but they were not suffered to get intoxicated, which 
I tliought was greatly to the Doctor^s credit, *as 
many of the tavern keepers supply them to excess* 

llth Monthf QSd. We set out early and came 
to a large good inn, belonging to an Oneida Indian, 
who has assumed the name of John Denny. This 
is a large brick house, having four good rooms, 
and a spacious passage and staircase on the ground 
floor. The rooms were not less than 18 feet by 
20 feet, lofty and well finished. He had an ofler 
of 821. 2 s. 6d. a year rent for it, or one dollar 
per day, which he had accepted. This house 
of Demiy^s, and that belonging to Stockden, 
were built by Indian workmen, and do them great 
credit. Denny has two daughters, one of whom 
was lately married to a German, a respectable 
farmer; and her father, according to a promise 
he made, gave him one bushel of dollars as her 
portion ; and; I was told; he sometimes says; that 
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council broke up ivitiiout any thing further beiiij^ 
done at that time. 

Shortly after another council was held hy ike 
chiefs ; and a messenger was sent to the house 
requiring his attendance; but^ fearing some vio* 
lence was intended^ he refused to comply. This 
refusal irritated the chiefs so far that they imme* 
diately sent out four warriors, with orders to put 
him to deadi; but, observing them as they ap- 
proached the house, he put himself in a posture 
of defence ; and, being joined by his brother and 
two white persons who happened to be in the 
house, they were able to make such a defence, 
that, after a sharp contest, in which both sides 
suffered severely, the warriors were compelled to 
fiy^ covered with blood, being grievously wounded. 
Thus circumstanced, he applied for protection to 
the government of the United States ; and abjuring 
his allegiance to the Oneida nation, and taking die 
oaths of allegiance to the United States, he became 
a citizen thereof. In consequence of this conduct, 
an officer of the United States duly apprise the 
Oneida chiefs that John Denny was now become a 
citizen thereof, and of course was under the protec- 
tion of that government ; and that the government 
was determined to protect him. The officer also 
stated, that if the Oieida nation committed any fur- 
ther outrage against Denny, it would be considered 
a» a breach of the treaty of peace and amity then 
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QlibsMting betwfieD them, and tfiey might take th^ 
consequences^ iivhich M^ould fall very heavily upont 
them. Since this period^ he has not been dis- 
turbed by the Indians ; but is going quietly for* 
ward with the improvement of his lands^ whic& 
lire rising ra^ydly in value. 

. My compamoQ, who had come witLme fronr 
near Skenectady^ havin|p aonie buainest'witli Joha^ 
]>ennyy the Indi{in> respiting a mill seat. wKic!^ 
he wished to purchape, I left him>.fload parsucct- 
my way on the.Geneaee road« lo- th^ evemngl- 
reached Moas's tavern, in compa&y with an agree^^ 
able person^ whom I mat wiiiit soon after leaving 
John Demiy's house. Intvavellifig along, this day^ 
I saw some wild deer. cross< the road* They ap* 
peared more light and! active than. tBoae in this 
parks of England; and, in bounding ak>ng> seeined 
almost as light as air> being at that time pursued 
by a huttter'Ss dog. Here they are hunted for fopc^. 
and not for sport, aa in England. 

1 Itk Month, 24th, I travelled along jth^ Genesee' 
turnpike, and piusaed many fine tracts of laad^ 
covered with* beech, the sugar maple, &c. Sec. 
Much of the land in these parts> I believe', could 
scarcely be sold for 10 s. per acre, to be paid for 
in cash ; and yet, in the neighbourhood of mapy 
principal townsr in. Great Britain, would be 
thought cheap at 100 1. per acre^ From the mray 
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local advantages of aoil, dimitte, &c/ I thjuk it b 
very probable that the long-ej^tended line of the 
Genesee turnpike-roadyt may, in a few 7e«rs> be ai 
thickly mfaabited as some :paiis of Euvope '-dare at 
this tiine« In the afternoon I Kefeeshed myadf 
and horse at a comfortable iim on the outlet of 
the Lake Skaneatetes, \fhich forms a sort. of mill- 
dam, covering a space of about 3 miles by 15. 
It was )>Ieasantio observe, On this outlet, a num- 
ber of ^niUs, ^sufficient to do the work of son^s 
thousands of Virginia slaves. It is greatly to be la« 
;mented &at ihe absurd policy of the Southern 
States/ has {Placed these poor creatures as a barrier 
•.against every improvement in mechailics, 8cc 
Vice as well ^ virtue brings its own reward ; but 
ithe sufferings of (hose poor objects, on whom this 
false policy of the vicious exerts its baneful in- 
fluence, are much to be lamented; and a truly 
feeling mind will deeply sympathize with the un- 
happy sufferers, thus deprived of every outward 
iconsolation that can make an existence in the 
vvorld desirable* 

:Some of Ihe miOs were employed in the manu- 
factory of cloths. On the banks of this lake are 
4nany delightful situations, which would be highly 
valued in a country like England. On every side 
ilfaey descend with a bold slope, and are generally 
covered with fine timber, excepting here and there 
&a insulated plantation, where tlie ground is 
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dearad. Hiese cultivated farms add greatly to 
ihe beauty and variety of the scenery. After 
taking some refresbnent at 'an inn in the village, 
which b close by the lake, I again mounted my^ 
horse, and, in the evening, came to an improving 
town, and took up my quarters §t Bostwick's 
Tavern. 

• •• • 

nth Monthf ^5th. After p^sitig by the Lake 
Owasco, I arrived at Cayuga, where I breakfasted 
at a .very good inn. Cayuga is situated at the 
outlet of the lake of that name, where there is a 
bridge over the lake 1700 yards in extent, which 
I passed after paying 134d,^ toll. I was uiform'ed 
that on the setting in of the frost, the preceding 
winter, more than 1500 sledges, loaded with pro- 
duce, passed this bridge in one day. This lake is 
nearly 40 miles in lengdi, and about 4 in breadth, 
and opens an extensive communication with New- 
York, by joining the Mohawk and North Rivers, 
with the exception of a short portage or carrying-* 
place, where the vessek cannot pass. 

In the evening I cam^ to Geneva, a handsome 
town, situated on a high ground on the banks of 
Lake Seneca. This lake also extends about 40 
miles in length, and generally from 3 to 5 miles 
in breadth; and is navigated by sloops. On in* 
quiry I found that land sells here frqm ISs. 6d. to 
27s. per acre, though of very^good quality. Th^e 
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« 

^iBg a holA shore all along this lake^ there are, 
jas may well be conceived^ many beautiful situiEt* 
tioDS on its Dtuiksw 

This night I lo<%ed at Powel's Tavern, id 
Geneva, which is, in every respect, a most excel- 
lent inn, and capable of accommodating a large 
munber of guests. At this inn, I met with an 
•agreeable and entertaining young man> widi whom 
I spent the evening* 

4 

llth Months 9.6th, This day I passed the out- 
let of Lake Canandarque, and die town of that 
)iame. , The lake is nearly equal in magnitude to 
Lake Seneca, and the town extends to its borders. 
These lakes abound with a variety of fresh-water 
iish, particularly salmon and salmon-trout; and, 
what is a little extraordinary, the latter are much 
larger than the former, frequently weighing from 
70 to 80lbs. each. 

In the evening I came to General Hallos Tavern, 
where I was well entertained by him and his 
family. The General, though an innkeeper^ 
stands very high in the estimation of his country^ 
men. In the Revolution, though very young, he 
was a Sergeant; aiffl, having little or no property, 
he has been raised to the rank of a* General on 
account of his good conduct, and he is now ac-* 
quiring wealth. 



148 TRAVELS IS 

. llth Month, 27 tk. After leaving General 
Hall's^ I crossed the Genessee River, and soon 
came to an Indian village, where I called at one 
or two dwellings, wishing to have some conversa- 
tion with the inhabitants; but we were unable to 
make eadi other understand* 

Before crossing the river, I passed through 
Hartford, where are several good inns. 

In the course of the iay I me;t with many 
Indians ; and after dining at G anieir's Tavera, I 
came to Beamus's Tavern, where I lodged. Tlie 
last 5 or 6 miles of my way lay in a line through 
the thick forest; the roads, in many parts where 
the ground is soft, being formed of the straight 
trunks of trees, laid close to each other across tlie 
road, and then covered with earth or gravel ; but 
in some parts the latter is neglected, and the path 
Jies over the bare timber. 

At tlie last-mentioned inn I met with what I had 
often heard of, but seldom, if ever seen, a professed 
atheist, who openly advocated his opinions. To 
all appearance he was sober; yet his arguments 
were extremely weak ; indeed the poor man seemed 
to be labouring under great meiital. darkness^ 
Although this was a season of the year in which 
tliunder and lightning are not common; yet, it 
itas very remarkable, that during the time the 
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.tfdieist was delivering his opinions^ die thunder 
rolled over our heads in an awful manner^ accom- 
panied with vivid flashes of lightning ; and^ as we 
' were surroimded with an almost boundless forest, 
a most solemn effect was produced. This, how- 
ever, he seemed not to regard. I was not disposed to 
think uncharitably of any one, on account of his opi- 
nions respecting religion ; yet 1 confesri was not a 
Kttle perplexed, in my endeavours to make out M'hat 
could be tliis man's motives, for propagalitig his 
cold and conifoitless doctrines ; and was riot able 
to devise any common ground of action; unless it 
were a desire to gain celebrjty, even* through ab- 
surdity. I am aware that it is^ not in any man's 
power to^ command his* religioutj opinions; yet a 
great deal depends* on our cultivating, or reject- 
ing such as offei* themselves to our notice. In 
considering the character of tfiis' poor atheist, 
who, I am told, is a man of good moral con- 
duct, I am ready to think that some have suf- 
fered loss, under the apprehension that it is of 
little consequence what our religious opinions are, 
provided a good moral conduct is observed ; as* if 
religion and morality were the same thing. Biit, 
alas! notwithstanding a truly religious character 
will ever be found a character of clean moral con- 
duct ; yet, as in the case of this deluded individual, 
some moral characters may be found, who can 
even deny tlie God who made them, and thus shut 
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up the fountsdiv of every mental consolatioa ; ye%. 
even of hope itself. 

The Indian town I passed Ihroi^h is calbdi 
Cannawagas. 

1 Uh Menihf 2Sih. This day I passed throng 
Batavia; and, near this placcj met an Indian wilh.^ 
his dog, driving a flock of sheep before him o£ 
about 30 or 40 in number. In the course of the 
daj I met several hunting parties of Indians, and 
came to Vandeventer*s Tavern in. the efening;; 
which I spent with one of the Holland Company's; 
Surveyors. He and his companions had bee& oc*^ 
cupied in the woods, more than three months, 
and had not, in all that time, slept in a house or 
on a bed. He was a young man of stability, very 
agreeable, and well informed. The tract of land 
they were surveying, was purchased by some per* 
sons in Holland, and is therefore called the 
Holland-land-Purchase. It consists of 3>500,0(X> 
acres, for which they paid at the rate of 1^. per 
acre. The principal proprietor is Schimmelpennick. 
This land they are now selling from 9s. to £7s. per 
acre, but purchasers may be accommodated with 
the money remaining at interest, provided they 
settle upon the purchase, and improve the land. 
By their books of surveys, I observed diat they 
meted out the tract into divisions and ranges, which 
are numbered; a s<][uare of about 10 miles making 
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i township ; and these townships being subdivided 
into lots fox, farms. The maps describe every 
strean% and mountain^ the quality of the land in 
each division^ jind the timber upon it, in a very 
neat and accurate stile. This surveyor, by living 
so much in the woods, had acquired a good deal 
of the Indian air in his dress, wearing leggins and 
jBOceasons, as is the manner of the Indians, with 
whose company he was sometimes obliged to he 
contented. 

nth Month, QQth, This day I passed over 2t 
large extent of country, of a very unusual appear- 
ance in America. It consisted of what are called 
prairies, or pastures. These are large tracts of 
land, some miles over, where the trees have all 
been levelled with the ground, by some violent 
wind or hurricane j and which tfie Indians, by oc- 
casionally setting fire to the dry grass, &c. have 
kept clear for the greater conveniency of hunting ; 
and also for planting and grazing. The large trees 
thus bio wn^ down, di'ag up with their roots consi- 
derable quantities of earth, which, as the tree de- 
cays away leave a little mound^ with a cavity on 
that side of it where the earth was torn up. This 
rugged appearance of the earth through the whole 
extent of these prairies, is a^convincing proof of 
die manner in which the ground has been cleared. 

N 3 
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In riding along these pasturesi I met sevcmt 
parties of Indians, who, from Ae quantity of their 
baggage, seemed to be pretty wealAy^ havkig. 
several loaded horses. Thus far I have not met 
¥rith the least ntdenesa or improper behaviottr 
from these people ; though I hiAve several time» 
passed individuals, as well as large companies oIn 
Ihem, when I have been widiout a conqpamaoy. 
and might have been an easy prey. 
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CHAPTER X^ : 

Mufftio Tasmm^Fennm^ TaoerA'^FaSs of Nuigdrdimm 
Bhck Creek^Fori Erk^^Bakma'»^Vaadetxnt€r^a^ 
Jnn^-'-^an$er*$ TavemF^Lak^ Sen^a* Tioga Paint'^ 

QQih, WthsMonthy 1805. In riding along yes^ 
teril^y, a few mk» from Buffalo Cre^> I tj^ought 
I could very dittiiictly beai- the aoise of Ae Falls 
of Niagara^ although then about £4 miles from, 
that stupendous qataract,. ^Hie disitance M^ wbicl^ 
Ihe people in these parts say die FaUs may br 
heardy when tke wiml aod othes coscurring dp- 
^umstances are favourable^ is almost incredible. I 
met with a reputable looking farmer; driving a team. 
0f four fine oxen upo» the road^ who told me^ 
with all the gravity of a man ^pes^iag the truth, 
that he sometimes heard them very plainly at hiss 
fesidence, 40 miles distant fnom Uiem; when 
die wind was favourable, ov the air calm and 
«raie. Last night I came to Crow's tavern in. 
Buffalo Town, on Buffala Creek, just upon i& 
outlet into Lake Erie. Crow, the keeper of this 
inn, told me that in. calm weather, or when the wind 
suited, the noise of the Falls was generally heard': 
in Buffalo ; which is a distance of 20 miles from 
them. In this place is commonly a number of 
Indians, many of them being settled in the neigh- 
Ikourhood; some of whom are accounted clever 
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farmers. I saw one of these, of the name of 
^tde Billy^ a chief, accompanied by his squa^^oing 
into a merchant's warehouse, with whom they did, 
business ; and 1 was told, -that this Indian raised 
more horses and homed cattle than any other far- 
mer in the neighbourhood;* and had, by this busi- 
ness, acquired considerable property. 

JUh MofUkj SOih. After breakfostiti^at Buf^ 
faioTown, I crossed the Rapids, about three miiea 
below. Lake £rie.. These Rapids are a very con« 
siderabk River, b^ng at this place nearly one 
mile over, and. conveying a vast body T>f water> 
wbic)i passes in its course from • Lake ^ie 
to .Lake Ontario. I observed, as I rode alo^j 
ft number of large fishes that were thrown on 
shore ; and saw many ravens hovering about aM 
devouring them. In travelling, upon the banks of 
the Rapids, for many miles, the roaring of the 
Falls is heard resembling distant thunder. Being 
» Upper Canada, which is under our own.goveri>- 
ment, it felt to me something like bein^ in En^ 
land, and occasioned a pleasing sensation. Here 
I observed a number of good farm-houses ; the 
paJstureis and die wheat looked remarkably fr«sh 
and green, and a large fine herd o£ cattle were 
grazing in the fields. In conversation I found that 
many of the. inhabitants are of German, or Tiench 
descent. In the afterpdon I came to Feniungrs 
Tavern at Chippaway, a town on the Crcok of that 
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name. Here is a bIo€k-hou6e fortificadk>ti| at wlucl^ 
MiEnglish garrison is stationed. From the windows 
«if this tavern, clouds of mist are seen risiiig from the 
Falls ; and the nome of them is so loud, that a per- 
son seems* to be <:lo9e upon thesi, although they 
are nearly three miles dbtant. I was informed by 
several of FenningV fi»mily^ that the eoneussion 
€>ccasioned by the descent of so large a body of 
water, is such, that in a stiU summer's evening, & 
constant tremor- of the earth is perceptible; and^ 
tibe loose glass in &e windows is so. shaken as toi 
produc^considerable noise. 

12th Month, Isi. I lodged last night at Fen- 
sing's Tavern, where I had as good accommoda* 
tion as eoakl be desired. la this family I metr 
with a yonng man, who had his education in qnr 
society, and is a commissioner' or surveyor under 
the English government, for the (fisposal of lands 
to new settkrs. T^is young man kindly offered 
me his CQmpany and assistance, in visiting the 
curiosities in this neighboiurhood. However it b^- 
ing first day, and diere being no meetuig near, I 
preferred spending the forenoon alone. There- 
fore, immediately after breakfast, I walked down 
to the Falls by myself; the tremendous noise, with 
the volumes of spray and mist arising from them, 
being a sufficient guide to tfacT spot. The first 
. view of this wonderful cataract, is from the prin- 
cipal road^ wbicbi though not the most comj^etCj, 
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is perhaps as beautiful as any; but bemg fix>ilf ft 
ttituatioa vthkh 19 Icfvel with the river above die 
Falls^ a considerable part of the cataract is bid ^rom 
the eye. After taking a circuit of about a mile^ 
the path leads down- a steep precipice, vi'hich is 
descended with considerable difficulty/ and ndt 
•without the aid of a long ladder> placed there bjr 
a neighbouring, planter^ as well for his own «>»- 
veniency, as for that of strangers. Immediateiy 
below the cataract^ the river is confined between 
«two steep rocks that form a deep winding val^jr, 
through which the waters flow in their course to- 
wards Lake Ontario. This valley is terminated 
by a perpeodiculaif rock of 53 yards -in he%ht, 
•which runs across, forming an angle pointing up 
the river, over ifhich this vast body of water pre- 
cipitates itself with astonisbuig, rapidity^ and with 
a noise so tremendous that it can scarcely be de- 
scribed. On the- top of the rock is a small island, 
which divides the cataract into two parts, and m 
such a liianner that the greater part of the water 
pours over the rocks at the extreme head of the 
valley, and the rest on one side of it. A little 
above, opposite Chippaway, th6 river is two miUs 
-over; but directly above the Falls it narrows to 
about a mil^ in breadth. I was informed by 
Joseph EUicot and his brother, at whose house I 
lodged, that they had twice measured thet falls, and 
found them to^ be 15& feet in height, and about 
. 1800 yards in width from the opposite edges of 
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ike river*. I was told by the ferryman, dial about 
16. miles above the.Falls^ the river was nearly one 
inile in widths ^nd that, in . the middle, it was 40 
feet in depth; ^d, in conimon, the stream ran 
at the rate of six milfes in the hour. If this is 
really the case, and I have no cause to doubt it, 
the quantity of water passing tover Uie Falls, and 
coatiimally suspended between the top' and bot- 
tom, may, sbejnore than 400,000 tons. If die 
additional weight and velocity, gained by a fall 
of 158 feet, be added, the weight of these prodi* 
gions. cohmms, of water i^ould exceed three mil* 
lions : of Xoaa. Such an enormous specific gravity 
felling at once into the gulf ibelow, may bring the 
accounts of the FaHs being heard, under favour- 
able circumstances, at the distance of 40 or 50 
miles, widiin die limits of credibilityf. 

* Note. Tlus includes both -Falli and-Uie interseaing 
island, which is about 450 yards over. 

f Note. jArrowsmith in his map of theXTnTted States, 
says, '^ this column of water is •supposed to descend into 
the clbasra about 65 feet:'' He also observes, '* It is said by 
itbose who have visited . this stupendous cataract, that the 
-descent into the chasm is v^ry difficult, because of the great 
height of the hanks. A person having descended^ however, 
may go to the bottom of the Falls, and. take shelter beliiud the 
torrent, between, the falling water and the precipice; where 
there is a space sufficient to contain a number of persons, 
m perfect safety ; and where conversation may be held with- 
out interruption irom the noise ; which is less than at a 
considerable di6£aace/*«»'£9iT0R. 



HmviBg reached die bottom of llie precipice^ 
and apiMPoadiedu near to the cataract^ as I could^ 
with appamnt tofetj, I sat dbwn> and spaiit about 
two hours in contemphi&ig this aslo&ishmg natural 
curiositj, which is said to be the greatest cataract 
IB the world. The tremendous roar' adsmg irom 
die Falls, added to the aiwful suUimity of the 
spectacle of such an uocommon hody. of watef 
• rushing headlong from the rock, with die beautiiul 
aurroundiiig perspective, altogether form a scene 
which it is impossible to describe. As the morning 
M^as bri^t Xud clear, a beautiftd sndnbow was 
constandy observable in die clonds of imst and 
spray, that are continualiy rising from' tbe water 
bdow. HeiTellield my forenooB ^nij^eting, and 
chough no words were uttered, it could scarcely be 
called a silent meetnig ; die objects before me 
loudly pro claimin g dte power and majesty of the 
Great First Cause and Creator of all thin'i's. 

• -^^ 

In the afternoon I returned to the inn, and, after 
<3iuner, was invited by the commanding officer of 
the Englbh garrison to drink tea with him, and 
his wife and family, in the fort. I accepted his 
' invitation, and spent the evening with diem verf 
pleasantly. This officer, whose name is Tallant, 
had spent some time in Sheffield, a few years 
back, and had married his wife. at Liverpool ; she 
is an agreeable young woman, and well acquainted 
with some friends crfliverpool. They had a fine 
child with them, and upon the whole seen^d hap>» 
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pier than could be expected in such a situation. 
Tbey behaved with great kindness to me ; and it 
appeared a gratification to them to entertain an 
Englishman. 

I2th Month, 2rf. This morning I had the com- 
pany of W. S. a minister of our society, belonging 
to Pelham monthly meeting, in this neighbour- 
hood. He kindly invited me to his house, to spend 
a few days with him, but I could not conveniently 
accept his invitation. In the forenoon I paid 
another visit to the Falls, and it beings dark cloudy 
day, the whole view had a more gloomy and solemn 
aspect. There being none of the glare and glitter 
of the sunshine, the eye could rest steailily upon 
it ; and« havings a pencil and paper with me, I 
took a sketch of the scene. 

In the. eveying I came to D. P.'s of Black Creek 
meeting, at whose house I lodged. This is a plea- 
sant situation, on the banks of Lake Erie ; and 
D. P.'s establishment presents an agreeable spe-^ 
cimen of a Back Wood family. In the room 
where we breakfasted, was a loom for Weaving ; 
in another apartment were spinning wheels, and 
8ome of the girls actively platting straw and mak*^ 
ing it into hats and bonnets for the family. In 
addition to our tea and toast, we had excellent 
broiled fish taken in the Lake, where they easily 

o 
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procure great quantities* These persons were so 
situated, that, in their own family, they had the 
means of procuriqg nearly all the necessaries, and 
even many of the luxuries of life. It was a very 
beautiful sight, to see ten fine orderly children 
sitting round the table with their father and mo- 
Aer, who were still in the prime of life, and living 
independently of the uncertainties of commerce* 
The eldest daughter appeared to be about 1 6 years 
old. One of the sons, who was but a boy, enter- 
tained me with an account of his having lately killed 
a bear, as it was in pursuit of his father's hogs. 
The English government, in order to encourage 
the settlement of Upper Canada, grant to new 
settlers, ^200 acres of land for heads of families, 
and 50 acres additional for each child ; reserving 
to the crown the minerals and the white pines. 
D. P. gave me the perusal of his grants, from 
wliich I gathered the conditions. Sofne litde ex* 
pense attends the grants in the fees of office, 
though but trifling, and thhir taxes amount to a 
very small sum per annum for each 100 acres. 

I2ih Month, Sd. I left Black Creek ; and the 
morning being clear and calm, the scenery around 
was beautiful. After riding about 10 miles on the 
banks of Lake Erie, I came to Fort Erie, where 
I got some refreshment at the inn, and proceeding 
a little further, I got mto the ferry-boat, in com- 
pany with an old drunken Indian; and bis squaw* 
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Tli€se poor creatures I ha% seen the morning be- 
fore, at the inn, endeavouring to persuade Penning, 
the landlord, to exchange spiritous liquors for a 
piece of printed callico, which the Indian had re- 
ceived as a present from the agent of tlie British. 
Government in Canada.^ I w^as glad to observe 
that Penning had the uprFghtness to ri&fuse taking 
advantage of thb poor creature, which he might 
easily have done, as the Indis^ was then in a state 
of intoxication, and scarcely able to utter any 
thing but " Whisko," the name he gave ta spirits. 
I was told in Canada, that many thousand pounds 
per annum are expended in presents to the Indians,. 
in order to insure their frfendship in time of war; 
and that the greater part of these presents are ex* 
changed for spiritous liquors, which they use to 
great excess, many times to the loss of their lives, 
and always at the expeiice of their health. 

After crossing the Kapids, I passed through tfie 
Prairies, or large open plains, already described. 
In the evening I slept at an ino kept by a person 
called Esquire Ransom*. This is the title given 
to all justices of the peace, and my landlord was 
one, and a miller alsOk It seemed to me a little 
strange, that men in such low stations should be 
appointed magistrates. On making a remark to 
this effect, they also thought it very strange that 
v/t should measure peoples understanding by thei( ' 
wealth. o 2 
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4 

12/A Month, 4tA. I travelled this day mostly 
through the woods, and met with some Indian 
hunters, wko behaved with civility. On on« large 
tree I saw an Indian painting that had been re- 
cently done. The figures were, Indians, bows 
and arrows, and deer with arrows pierced through 
the neck. The colours "were chiefly black and 
red. Upon the white ground of the tree where the 
bark was taken otf. In passing through these 

# 

woods I saw divers very fine and lofty pines; some 
of them were 1£ or 14 feet in circumference, and, 
I suppose, not less than 170 feet in height. I isaw 
many which had been blown down, and, in thetr 
fall, had, with their roots, torn up mounds of 
earth of considerable height. At night I came to 
Batavia> and took up my quarters at the house of 
J. E. and his brother, where I was kindly and 
generously entertained. We had part of a fine 
haunch of venison for supper, which they told me 
they had bought of the Indians at l^d. per lb. and 
Avhich was the regular sum paid for the best parts 
of the fattest d^ ;^ 



In the centre of a good room, in which I slept, 
was fixed one of the most beautiful and curious 
clocks I have ever seen. It was in the form of 
an elegant mahogany pillar, on the capital of which 
were four faces. On one of them was an orrery, 
shewing the motions of the earth and planets 
round the sim. On another face were marked 
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the hours and mmutes; and on the third face were 
marked the names of 24 musical tunes^ witli a 
pointer in the centre^ which being placed against 

any name^ repeated that tune every quarter, until 
the pointer was moved to another. On the fourth 
face was se^, through the glass, the curious 
machinery of the clock. The value set upon this 
ingenious apiece of mechanism was 1000 dollars, 
or 225i. The cabinet work of the case> as well 
as the engravings and paintings about it, and also 
die movements, although done in a beautiful and 
workman-like manner, had all been executed 
by men, none of whom had served an apprentice- 
ship to their respective lines of business. The 
niechanism was executed by the grandfather of 
the kind friend in whose house it stands. This 
family are remarkable for ingenuity, and have ren- 
dered essential services to this country, by the 
improvements they have made in the machiuery 
of flour mills ^ One of their progenitors had been 
clock-maker to a King of England, and was con- 
sidered a first-rate mechanic /.^his day. Thus 
propensities and talents sometimes run in families 
from one generation to another^ 

\2th Month, 5th. After breakfast Iny hospita- 
ble friends shewed me into the land office of the 
Holland purchase, where -every thing is arranged 
in great order ; and several clerks and surveyors 
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are employed* At one of the desks I saw 
the surveyor whom I had met with a few days 
before, in his Indian habiliments, just come out 
of the woods, in which he had been surveying. 
He was now transformed into. a smart looking 
clerk, so &at I scarcely knew him. In the for&- 
lioon I left Batavia, and passed several hunting 
parties of Indians. Yesterday, whilst breakfasting 
at Vandeventer's, I observed them sending out a 
boy to a neighbouring settlement of these people^ 
to buy Indian com ; and, oh inquiring the cause, 
I was told that in the settlements of the white 
people thereabouts, the corn harvest had generally 
failed. This not having been the case with the 
Indians, the white people were therefore indebted 
to them for support that season. The mistress of 
Vandeventer's Tavern^ who is a sober rdigious 
woman, informed me that she sometimes employed 
the Indian females in needle work, mt which somie 
of them are exceedingly clever. On my inquiring 
ho\y it happened that they decreased in numbers 
so fest, she told me that she often had conversation 
on this subject, with the females she employed ; 
and, on close inquiry, Aey woufd freely confess 
that they used various unnatural means to prevent 
an increase. On the landlady pleading with them, 
and endeavouring to convince, them of the sinful-' 
ness of their practices, they would sometimes 
reply, that it was impossible for them to carry 
about a child; and also the skin^; Scc. which their 



'fni^lirands procured in the woods ; and which they 
were always forced to carry in the hunting season. 
Such is die affecting situation of these poor Indian 
mothers. 

In the afternoon I came to Capt. Causer's Ta- 
vern, in approaching which, I observed a young 
Indian female, who was standing not far from the 
Toad, apparently full of trouble. On coming near 
the house, I beard a noise very much like the 
growling of a wild beast ; and on looking into the 
house, I saw- a stout young Indian singing a kind 
of war song in his own language. The master of 
the inn told me that he was much intoxicated, and 
had been beating his wife, the female I had just 
seen. She had, notwithstanding, taken from him 
his tomahawk and scalping knife, and put them 
out of his way ; and I was informed that it is the 
general practice of the Indian femdles, to take 
away these instruments of death, whenever there 
is any appearance of intoxication. Even the little 
girls are so instructed, that whenever they see the 
men in the way ofbeing intoxicated, they will slily 
take away these instruments and bide them unUl 
the drunken fit is over. 

ft 

Afjer leaving this place I passed by a settlement 
of. white people, who were mostly Scotch High- 
landers. Here I heard a company of drunken 
Indians singing their war song ; and; passing on a 
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few miles ferther I overtook a company of Indian 
women with their children. The women were 
disposed to talk with me^ but I could not under- 
stand a word they said, except scos, scos, and too 
8C0SS ; the first of which I knew meant good, and 
the latter, not good. Not long after I parted with 
them I came to Camiawagas, an Indian village, 
near the Genessee river, which I crossed^ and, in 
the evening came to Osmar's Tavern in Hartford, 
where I spent the evening with two young men, 
who had also been on a visit to tiie Falls of Niagara*. 

12^ Monthy 6tk. Thb momixi^ I came to. 
General Hall's inn to breakfast. This repast con- 
sisted of tea and toast, and broiled venison. In 
the evening I came to Canandargue, and lodged, 
at Taylor's hotel. 

12/A Month, 7th. This morning, as I arose, 
I saw many Indians, both men and women, com- 
ing into the town on business with the s}iop-keepera* 
and, when about mounting my horse, I saw a 
beautiful salmon trout borne by two men upon a 
pole which was put through the mouth and gills 
of the fish. I thought it could not be less than 
4 or 5 feet long, as its tail trailed upon the ground 
when thus carried. 

In the afternoon I passed through Geneva, and 
dined there at PoweFs hotel In the evening I 



NOKTH AMERICA. 165 

rode about 8 miles on the banks of Lake Seneca; 
and lodged at Captain Knight's tavern, a beautiful 
situation on the banks of the Lake. The landlord 
informed me that he had been a long time in the 
service of Daniel Ofley, a friend of Philadelphia^ 
of iniiom he spoke with respect. 

I2th Month, Sth. This day I travelled along 
Ae Bank of Lake Seneca, on which are many 
pleasing prospects. I had, t^irougfa ^e day, the 
company of a young man, a son of the postmaster 
at Newtown ; and, in the evening we came to Ely's 
tsvem in Hector township. One son of ourland- 
lord was called Hector, being the first white boy 
who was bom in the township/ after its settlement; 
he appeared to be about 12 years old. This part 
abounds with deer and black squirrels, of which ^ 
fiort of provisions ttiey had. plenty in the house; and 
we had some for supper. The squirrels were Very 
fat, much more so than I could have expected. 

I2th Monthy 9th. We left Ely's tavern early, and 
passed through a romantic country, where we had a 
view of one of the prettiest water falls I had ever 
seen. It descended, as^by an easy flight of steps, down 
the declivity of a mountain, at the foot of whicih 
is Lake Seneca. I was told that both the white 
inhabitants and Indians kill a great many deer by 
hunting them down into the. Lake, on which they 
^ continue to pursue them in a boat or canoe. The 
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pursuers soon overtake the deer, throw a halter 
over the horns^ knd di-agging it to the side of the 
vesseli take the life of the poor animal with a large 
knife^ and then drag, it on shore* 

About noon we reached Catherines,. a village at 
the end of Lake-Seneca ; at this village there is a 

^<fharf, and some business is carried on in vessels of 
about 50 tons burden. After taking some refre^ 
ment, we passed on through Catherine's Swamp, 
a deep narrow valley with mountains on each hand,, 
covered with lofty trees» Here, as the evenii^ 
approached, the valley resounded with the howling 
of wolves ; the sound very much resembling the 
noise of a number of large dogs, howling, as they 
sometimes do in the nighty or dn hearing the sound 
of the horn. My companion, by way of encpui* 
ragement, informed me that- be had nev^r heard of 
an instance of either a wolf or a bear attacking, a 
roan, except in case of themselves or their young 
being first wounded;^ and, from what I can learn^ 
I believe his statement to be corrects 

This evening we came to Newtown and had 
good accommodations at Ellis's tavern, where I 
spent some time with a person of the name of 
Goldbride, who informed mjB that he was the -first 
person who had attempted the navigation of die 
Shoumonge into the Susquehanna, and so down 
to Baltimore and die Chesapeak Bay. In this first 



NORTH AMERICA. l67 

attempt he sustained considerable loss, and several 
of the boatmen were drowned ; but, from the im- 
provements made in the navigation of this river^ 
considerable business is now done upon it. 

I2th Month, lOtk. I left Newtown, and, tra- 
velling along a thinly peopled country, came to a 
small inn kept by one Esquire Wincope, where I 
got some refreshment. The innkeeper was not 
only a justiceof the peace, but also a watchmaker. 
Having broken the glass of my watch, he put a 
brass cap over the face as none of his glasses 
would suit He appeared to be a very ingenious 
artist-; and, as a Magistrate, possessed a good 
share of useful knowledge. I perceived an edition 
oT Bum's Justice on the shelf, with his watch-mak- 
ing tools, and therefore I suppose he administered 
justice according to law. Towards evening I 
came to Tioga Point, where is the junction of 
the Shoumonge with the Susquehanna ; and took 
up my quarters at Doctor Hopkin's, an acquain- 
taqpe of my relation J. E. to whose habitation 
at Elklands I was bending my course. This 
night I lodged at the Doctor's, and, next morn- 
ing set out for Elklands. After travelling along 
the Bank of the Susquehanna, and passing by 
Sugar Creek, I came to Dotherly's tavern in the 
evening, on the Banlcs of Tawandy Creek. Here 
I supped, and the next morning breakfasted on 
wild venbon. 
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' 12/A Month, I2th. This morning I If ft Bother^ 
ly's, and rode many miles through the woods, with- 
out seeing ope habitation, or meeting with one in- 
dividual. The land in general is of good quality, 
and the forest trees are mostly beech, hiccory, oak, 
4 spedes of pine, caUed hemloG, and the sugar 
maple. From the last^ considerable quantities of 
sugar are made ; and I saw several sugar camps,, 
fenced in, where the sap is collected in small 
wooden trqughs, about two feet long, coarsely 
made with the hatchet, and capable of containing 
one or two gallons each. One of these troughs is. 
placed at the foot of each tree, and above it a hole 
is pierced, with an inch and a half auger. In the 
hole is fixed a spout, about one foot long, made 
of the elder tree, with the pith taken out. As the 
«ap is collected, it is carried to the boilers, which 
are fixed in the camp. Some farmers not only col- 
lect sufficient sugar and treacle for their own 
lise, but have several hundred pounds weight tq 
dispose oif to the. grocers. After travelling about 
19 miles, I came to a habitation called Eldridge'a 
Tavern. The situation of this inn was very soli- 
tary and romantic, in the midst of a very extensive . 
forest. The mistress of the house told me that 
her husband and she had lately emigrated from 
London, where they had carried on business in 
Longacre, more flian 14 years. 

In the course of this day I came safe to my> 
relation's at Elklands; and found his (amily well. 
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The situation he has chosen is very solitary; hi» 
nearest neighbour being about one mile oflF; but 
there are several at about that distance; and some 
of them being of our society, they have united 
and built a meeting-house near them. 

I2th Month, I3th. I spent this afternoon at 
J. H.'s, whose family were busily employed in 
making maple sugar. J. H. is a minister in good 
esteem, has an agreeable wife and a group of fine 
children, who have plenty of employftient in 
clearing and cultivating his plantation in this wil- 
derness, which, however, appears to be an excel- 
lent soil; and the situation being dry and healthy, 
on a rising ground, there is every probability that 
at some future day this may become a property of 
great value. 

» • 

I2th Month, I4th. This day I visited E. H/s, 
a nephew of J. H.'s. He, with his wife and one 
iine child, had but lately come into this country, 
and had cleared only a very few acres, but which 
appeared to be well managed, and very produc- 
tive. He had just nailed up the skin of a large 
bear, against the side of his house. He had shot die 
beast, whilst in the act of seizing one of his hogs, 
having been led to the scene of action by the 
shrieks of the poor animal, while under the rude 
e^ibxaces of the bear. By £. H.'s attentioay die 

r 
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ttables were quickly turned in JPavour of the liog^ 
ivhicli was rescued, and was in a fair way of tje-* 
covering froin its wounds. 

l^th Month f 1 5th. I atfended Elldandd meet^ 

ing. During the sittmg of it, a company of 

hunters came in, and, leaving their rifle guns at die 

door, hetiaved in* a b^doming manner until the 

meeting brol^e up. 

%2th Month, iSth, I spent this day at ihy re- 
lation's. In the course of it I saw twb of his 
inen cut down a hemlock tr^e, which is a species 
of pine. This tree was 4 yards In inrcttmference, 
and 50 yards in length ; yet it was of J>ut little 
value here. The timber which most abounds oa 
this farm is ihe sugar maple, the beech, the locust, 
and tlie oak. This day I saw a family from near 
])erby, in England, of the name of Lambert, who, 
I understood, were likely to do well. 

\Qth Monih, nth. I rode fit)m Elklands t(i 
Muricy, across the Allegany M 6utitains, in com- 
pany with J. il. and one of his neighbours. When 
iiear the top of the Allegany Mountains, we paSsefl 
the company of hunters who had.aittended the 
meeting at Elklands. The principal objects <tf 
their pursuit were deer, although they had 'no. ob- 
jection to- meeting with a bear or a wolf. In 
passing down the Allegany Mountains, we came 
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^lear' the house of a man of the name of Webi?ter> 
Avho had trilled 36 beards the lai^t season. 

In- the evening we came to Muncy, where I toofe 
lip my lo.d^ings at W. E.'s, a very hospitable friend. 
This being the eve»ii^ preceding the monthly 
meeting, iipw!ard3 of 20 friends lodged at his^ 
hou?e ; and, as far as I could judge, ^^x^. both li- 
berally and comfortably entertained. I was told, by 
a neighbour, that it wais not veiy un^common for a» 
many as 3,0 strangers to (jii^mount ^X. the door of 
this friend V house, in Uie course of an evenings 
and for themselves an4 horses to be all well ac- 
comn?iodated. W. E. has a family^ of 8 or 10 
tjbildfi^ia, a^d hi? wife, who ia an amiable woman, 
60U)fllii{i^8 appears in the ministry. Here I met 
with jpny co.U3in S. M* who ha» takai up her abode 
i^t ibis pltace Cox the present. It a$brds a fine $eld 
for the exercise of her taF^nts ;; and I believe she 
makes herself exceedingly useful. 

\9^}i Month, l8tL A 4epjutajtioii from Half- 
moon monthly meeting, in Maryland, attended 
this meeting at Muncy, with a proposition to unite 
these two monthly meetings into a quarterly meet^ 
iog; the friends of each of them having to travel 
^bout 150 miles to their respective quarterly meet* 
ings; according to the present arrangement. 
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After attending the monthly meeting, I dined 
and spent the afternoon at W. E/s, where I had the 
company of my relation J. £. and that of many 
other friends from the neighbouring meetings. 

IQth Month, IQth. I spent this day at W. E.'s, 
who appeared to be much employed as an agent 
in the sale and purchase of lands in these parts ; 
and, I understands he has, by this means, acquired a 
large property. A sale of 100 acres of land was 
made while I was here. The estate sold for about 
3301. sterling, with a tan-yard and some buildings 
.and other improvements thereon. It was considered 
well wortli the money ; although, 10 or 15 years 
ago^ 501. would have been thought a good price 
for the land ; it being 150 miles inland from Phi- 
ladelphia ; but there are now many good houses 
and plantations scattered up and down in the 
neighbourhood ; and the roads are generally in 
good order. 

l^th Month, 9,0th. I came this day to Jersey 
town where I slept. In passing through the woods 
tliis afternoon, I saw a flock of wild turkies run- 
ning along the ground. 

IQth Month, 21.5f. Tliis morning I came about 
1^ miles on my way on the banks of the Susque- 
hanna opposite to Cattawessy, and breakfasted at 
the house pf a friend of tlie name of Yamal. 
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Observing something very wild and sin^Iar in the 
countenance of an infant, which the friend's wife 
:was nursing on her lap, I inquired if it was her 
own; on which she informed me it was the child of 
ao Indian, and that she had taken charge of it^ 

After breakfast I attended Cattawessy monthly 
meeting. Here I took up my quarters at J. L/s, 
a friend I had before been acquainted with. 
J. L. and some of bis neighbours were endeavourT 
ing to dispose of their property at Cattawessy^ 
with a view of removing to the Ohio, the tide of 
emigration now setting in strongly that way. Gene- 
rally speaking, it is observable that local attach;^ 
nients are very slight in this country^ 

I2/A Month, 2Q:d^ I came to Roaring Creefr,. 
and attended the meeting there. Afterwards I 
spent the afternoon and lodged at W. P.'s, having 
been kindly invited to his house, by him, when at 
J. L.'s. A neighbour of W. P/s told us, that, some- 
time before, wJeii hunting deer with his dog and 
rifle gun, he was suddenly alarmed by a large wolf 
ruppiii^ by him. On pregeiuing his gun, he observed 
a <;flfl9Jderabjle JRu^pber follpwii]|g after as fast as 
jjfpy i;pu^ run, b^ijDg in ajll? larje wolves. They 
^ p^s§f d .by withojj|t taking the lea^ notice of 
him ; however be fired at the last of thei^i, and 
kilk.<(J hua on tfie s^ot ; the rest pursuing their 
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rout without taking the least notice of thdr falleo 
companion. 

In that neighbourhood many friends had sold 
their plantations, and had gone to reside in Upper 
Canada, where thej had each a grant of 2 or 300 
acres from the British Government, without fur- 
ther expense than the fees of oflicei which are very 
small, as already noticed, 

1 Q,th Monthy 9,3d. I came this day to Miller's 
Tavern, where, in the evening, I observed a hun- 
ter exercising himself in shooting at a mark, with 
his rifle gun. The mark at which he shot, was a 
lighted candle. The accounts that are given of 
the expertness of these shooters, are almost in- 
credible. Most of this day's journey was through 
a rough, stony country, very little of it being in a 
state of cultivation ; but the sides of the mountains 
were mostly covered with the flowering laurel ; and 
the streams of the Mahonay were seen winding 
along the vallies. At the tavern where I dined, there 
was a hunter who, the landlord said^ had shot one 
hundred deer that season. 

IQih Monthy Q,Mh. I came on with J. M. to a 
German tavern, about 6 miles from Hamburg, 
where we lodged. At this house I found but one 
person who could speak English, and he being 
out when I rose in the' morning, I was unable to 
make the family understand what 1 5aid to them. 
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12/A Monthy Q,5th. I came this day to T. L*'s, 
^t Maiden Creek. Afterwards, at the house where 
I lodged, I met with a venerable lookmg man, 
whose countenance was almost lost in a large 
bushy beard^ which extended a considerable way 
down lis breasts On conversing with him, it ap- 
peared he was of the religious society called 
Dunkers. I inquired of him the reason why the 
men of that society were so tenacioiis of their 
beards, and expected to have heard some motive 
assigned that had at least the appearance of 
weight; but in this I was disappointed; for he 
either could not, or would not assign any other 
than this : ^* That as they believed the practice of 
shaving originated from a desire in the men to 
make themselves agreeable to the womcQ, it was 
unbecoming the gravity of a religious character to 
act from such motives/' 

l^th Month, QQth. I came this day to BetV 
lehem, a town inhabited almost entirely by 
Moravians. They have here a well-conducted 
boarding-school for girls, where children of all 
persuasions are taught every branch of learning 
that is deemed necessary for females; and, for this 
purpose, the best masters and mistresses are pro-^ 
cured from different parts of Europe and America. 

The inn is large and commodious, and conducted 
irith a good deal of order and regularity; and is 
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not inferior to some of the principal inns in Eng« 
land. Soon after I alighted| I was invited by a 
respectable old man to look over the schools that 
evening. I was glad of the offer^ as I had an opr 
portunity of $eeing nearly 100 of the girls collected, 
and of hearing most of them repeat a nuniber of 
short pieces in verse and projse. 

1^/A Month, Q7tk, I remained at Bethlehem^ 
^d this morning was ag^in kindly invited^^ by th(> 
person who was my conductor last even^njg^, to go^ 
ov^r the different apaji'tii^ents in the school and 
jestablishment. I gladly accepted his offer, an(| 
was well pleased with the neatnes3 and order that 
pjrey^led fj^rop^hout tl^e -vvhole. This town U 
ple^ani\y.?^t«f^J(ed q^ the banks of the Lehigh,' sv 
branch of the Delaware, wljicb is nayigabjc^ 
down to Philadelphia. The town was founded by 
Coui|t i^inzqudoi;ffy and a larg^ tract of goo(i laud 
was purchase4 here by him, )vhich is now of very 
great value^ 

l^th Month. 2Qth. I w^nt to Falmouth, and 
Attended ihe ^eetii^ tfjere, anjl afteryvjairds J^^jja^^ 
for^ar^ tp ^p^in^g Mfjls;, w^^re I din^^ a^T- L:>*. 
in cQ9J|papy with N* W. jun. who, with T. L/s 
sister, narrowly escaped with their lives as . we 
^n^e frpm Fj^njoiith. Tliey were both, in a. sii^Ie- 

hor^e chaise, and the bor^e beii^ in high cqnfli^Qijk. 
and full of spirits, took fright at something he saw^ 
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and set off on a full gallop : the rem breakings he 
became ungovernable^ so that one of the wheels 
soon came in contact with a post, on which the 
carriage was immediately whirled over, and they 
were both thrown out with great violence; but 
providentially they received little or no injury. 

This afternodb I returnedjsjife to Merion, hav- 
ing, in this excursion; travelled about a thousand 
miles. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

SJeriof^'^Crud murder of a black hpyrr-A few lines ad'- 
dressed to the author's familyT'P reservation of a ship^s 
cowpantf—rBaltimore-^Emgrants from Qermany ari<f 
Holland-^ Elkridge^-' Company of sicffoesT' Wa^hing-^ 
iori'^ A faithful slate, 

\9>th Montkj 3\stf 1805, I was emplpyed in my 
commercial concerns in Philadelphia. In passing 
along the market-house in this city, the variety pf 
wild animal food exposed to sale was very striking; 
such as bear's flesh, oposums, racoons, squirrels^ 
deer, badgers, or ground hogs, &c. &c. ; besides 
a great variety of wild fowls. Many of the latter 
were of beautiful plumage^ but quite unkaovira 
to me* 

1806, Ist Month, 1st. I retunied to Meriow, 
and spent the following day there, in writing to 
my family and friends in England. I thought it 
remarkable, especially at this season of the year, 
that, notwithstanding there was a good deal of 
plate in constant use, in the house where I lodged, 
the doo»rs were never locked at night, nor eVen had 
any locks on them : the only fastening to the prin* 
cipal front door, was a nail ex a pin put over the 
latch:; and even this precaution was not unfre* 
quently omitted. From what I could learn, it was 
genetally the practice, in tiiis neighbourhood, to 
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leave the doors unlocked^ although the. town stood 
upon oiie of the most public turnpike-roads in 
America^ only about 7 miles from JPhiladelphia, a 
city containing considerably more than one hun- 
<ired thousand inhabitants. 

^st Month, Sd. 1 attended Merion Preparative 
Meetii^y where a discussion of a rather singular 
nature took place^ by which it appeared that, ad- 
joining to Friends' burying ground, diere is ano- 
ther grave yard, set apart by Friends, for the use 
•of people of otlier persuasions who incline to bury 
in \i. For many years past, a number of the 
neighbouring families had availed themselves of 
the privilege; but not satisfied with burying only, 
ihey had taken down nealiy the whole of the stone? 
which composed, the. wall Ihdt ^parated lUietwo 
«grave yards; and had placed them at the head and 
rfeet of the gntves^by'way of tomb-stones, and thus 
the two burying grounds had nearly becohie one. 
Many Friends of the Preparative Meeting tliought 
Tt necessary Iso bfuild up the partition wall, ivhilst 
others iweue for Iravhig the rfemains of this wall 
•entirely taken tiway. However, as it appeared on 
fdiscusdion, diat persons of other persuasions ^^ere 
in flie practice of using certain ceremonies at 
;lheir burials, and of ferectihg tomb-stones, &c. it 
'^tas at length concluded that it would be right to 
rebuild the wall, in order that tlie peculiar testl- 
aj6nies of Frifends, in these respects, mi^t be 
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more clearly manifested; and the wall was accord- 
Qigly ordered to be rebuilt. 

As my commercial and other engagement^ oc- 
cupied chief of my time during my further stay in 
America, I shall now again make occasional ex- 
tracts from my Aary, instead of detailing the various 
transactions it records. 

1st Monthf 5th. I attended Merion meetings 
and spent the afternoon at H. B.'s, whose neigh- 
bour, R. J. handed me a note, containing an 
account of the number of families, &c. in the 
Middle Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia, as they 
stood in the 1st Month, 1800, as follows:—* 

Total mimber of Members • . • • 1330 

Families 280 

Male heads of Families .^ l60 

M6n Friends 21 years of age and upwards, • 200 

In the year 1806, the time when the note was 
handed to me, the numbers in that monthly meet- 
ing were increased, and amounted to between 3 
and 4 hundred families. 

1^ Monthj lOth, In conversation with H. B. he 
related to me an affecting narrative of a black boy, 
who came under the observation of his brother J. R. 
and resided near his dwelling at Lewis-Town, in 
Delaware State, It happened that the master of 
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this poor lad had missed a piece of leather^ and he 
charged the boy, who was his slav€^ with stealing 
it The boy denied the charge. However, as 
die master was unable to discover what was be* 
come of the leather, and looked upon the denial 
of the charge as a thing of' course, he was very 
much irritated that he was unable to bring any proof 
against the lad. In order to extort confession, the 
master tied him up by the hands, a considerable 
height from the ground^ and fixed a heavy piece 
of wood (a fence rail) to his feet. In this situa- 
tion he boat the poor boy in so unmevciful a man« 
ner, that he. died under the torture thus cruelly 
inflicted by his brutal master. Scarcely had the 
poor litd^, innocent breathed his last, uader 
tliese toiCPieiits, before the master's son, smitteo 
with remorse on being the occasion of such 
dreadfiil cruelties, confessed that it was himself 
^ho had atolen the leather, for which the poor 
little slave hftd just paid the forfeit of his life. 
However void of the ^elings^ of humanity, it may 
well be supposed^ tttat this hard-hearted master 
was not a. little mortified at having wantonly put 
to death % valuable slave ; but, such was the pro* 
tection which that State afforded these oppressed 
fellow*creatures, that the master escaped punish* 
ment, as is commonly the case on occasions of 
murder committed by the whkes aa their black 
sl^yes. 
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list Month, 12M. On a retrospect of my tra- 
vels in this Continent, I could not avoid recalling 
to mind the beauty and grandeur of the surrouod- 
ing scenery, which I have so often admired; whe- 
ther in looking down from the Allegany Mountains 
upon vast forests, extending, on every hand, as far 
as the eye can reach ; or ia wandering along the 
banks of those extensive lakes in the Genessee 
Country, and Upper Canada, in the midst of 
which, the stupendous cataract of Niagara stuns 
the ear. Equally impressive was the scene ia 
sailing on those majestic rivers, the Delaware^ 
the Hudson, the Patowmack, or the Susquehanna^ 
whose ever-varying banks open prospects extremely 
wild and beautiful ; or ip traversing those almost 
boundless forests which still remain in an unculti- 
vated state, where I often beheld the native Indian 
families rambling in search of game. In all these 
changing scenes, however striking and impressive, 
the recollection of my near connexions at home 
was alniost ever with me ; and the remembrance 
of these tender ties induced a short address to my 
wife and family, which led me to exhibit the ef- 
fects of divine love in a few additional stanzas. 
Though they may have little to recommend them; 
I insert the lines in this place :— « 

Tbo* far divided, still I feel thee near, 

And oft, on thee, remembrance loves to dwell^ 

^8 on a friend well tried, and doaUy dear, 
Whpse worth my heart can better feel than telL 
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Thro* all thy conflicts, may the band of power^ 

Lead thee in safety on the devious way ; * 
And watch around thee, thro' each varying hour^ 

Thy guard and ^uide unto thy latest day,~ 

• > 

Those tender plants the pledges of our love, 
True to themselves, as to known duty true. 

By thy example led, oh I may they prove, 
Thejoys of virtue; and her paths pursue. 

As ofty at early dawn, or eveningfs dose. 
These widely, waving woods, I pensive trace^ 

This tender wish within my bosom flows, 
In love unbounded still by time or space. 

Not this Atlantic's vast extended fTood, 
EDcircling many an Isle in his embrace ; 

Nor these wide forests that have ages stood*, 
A shade and shelter to an Indian race ; 

Not all the deeps where oceans waves combine, 
With evVy forest's broad extended space. 

More widely spread than does that love divine. 
Which, as it flows, embraces every race* 

With its mild influence dotbM, the mind can vie.vr^ 
All human kind with one benignant eye ; 

Whatever their nation, or whatever their hue. 
For suffering man the heart can heave a sigh. 

Behold yon slave with wretchedness cast dpwn. 
Torn from his wife and children's weeping eye, 

He toils unpitied in a land unknown. 
And eats his bitter bread with many a sigh. 

Free and untainted, from its source sublime, 
Tho' the pure current of the gospel flows ; 

Yet what avails it to this favoured clime. 
If man, obdurate still, no pity knows! 
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Or whgt avails it, tho* fair freedom reaf^ 
Her beauteous throne upon a fertile land. 

If there ten thousands still the chain must wear. 
And, miregarded; lift the suppliant hand I 

1st Momk, 18/A. I spent thk day «t Philadel- 
phia. In crossing the floating bridge at &e upper 
ferry, I observed the people engaged in a singular 
kind of harvest, being -emffloyed m breaking up 
and talking away large quantities of ice, to lay up 
for summer use. Those who have never visited 
vrarm climates, can scarcely conceive how pleasant 
the use of ice is, for various purposes of the table^ 
in the summer season. 

.\st Montbj 25/A. In crossing the SbhnylkiB ott 
the floatii^ bridge, at the upper ferry, 1 passed a 
Negro^ boy apjmrently aibout 12 years of "age. 
Round his neck an iron cdllar was locked, and 
from each side of it an iron bow passed over his 
head. His dress was a light linsey jacket and 

trowsers, M'itliout hat, shoes, or stockings. Soon 
after passing the boy, whom I supposed to be a 
runaway slave, I met a person of whom I inquired 
the reason of the boy'^i having so much irontS^ut 
him. The man replied that the 'boy ^was his, and 
was so often runuqg.awa^ diat he bad .used that 
method to prevent htm. 

\ 

1st MontTty 29th After having passed several 
days at Merion, chiefly in writing to my family 
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and connections; I went this day to Philadelphia, 
and forwarded various letters and papers to Eng^* 
land. Afterwards I dined at J. A.% an English- 
man, who had often kindly invited me to his house. 
He had been sent to this country by D. B. on 
business. J. A. gave nie an account of a singular 
preservation experienced by the ship's company 
in crossing the Atlantic, when more than 500 
miles from land. His narrative was nearly as 
follows :«^-Lying awake early one morning, he was 
alarmed by the people's continuing a long time at 
the pump. About five o'clock the Captain came 
down and informed him' that the.riiip had sprung 
so considerable a leak/ tbat.:he was fearful the 
consequence would be serious, for the water gained 
fast upon tfaem ; that in all probability it would not 
be many hours before the vessel would sink, and 
that there was no alternative but taking to th^ long* 
boat. Preparations were accordingly made to 
leave the sbip^ by providing the few stores dnd 
necessaries tbey were able to stow in the boat. 
While this was doing the water increased so rapidly, 
tbaJ:^ early, in the forenoon, it filled the lower hold 
\and began to make. its appearance on the cabin 
floor. About noon all were under the absolute ne- 
cessity of leaving the ship, from an expectation she 
would go down every moment. With this awful pro- 
spect before* them', the ship's company committed 
theimselves to the waves, with scarcely a ray of hope 
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of ever readiing land. The afternoon ims spent vfiIIi 
heavy hearts^being^very momentin danger of hav« 
ing their boat overset or filled widi water. When 
the darkness of die night came on, it added ^toifae 
horrors of dieir skyation. However, soim Sifter 
it was darky about eight oVJocky theCaptatB^aibood 
up, and being stiff widi 'long isittii^ in Hiconfined 
posture, stretched hims^f oihl^ wi& his fiuae to- 
wards that part of the horiaon, wbere -the nooa 
was at that moment rising and casdng a alream of 
light along die surface of the walevs. This nS^fded 
him an opportunity of disGOvering a vessel whifib» 
providentially, atihat veryrtioie, was passing be* 
tween them andthemoon just as she.ioae above the 
waves. The prospect of so anexpecfted a ddivar* 

ance, gave such new strength to the poor sailors 
at the oars, that, in a diort time diey cune ap 
with the ship, and were all tidfearaafely on board* 

It is difficult to describe the ff eliags of a^grato« 
ful mind, on an occasion like this; but from sooh 
an event, we may all draw thb useful lesson: not 
to be too much discouraged even under tbe moat 
adverse circumstances of life» 

On the SOth of the 1st Mmth, I left Merioa, 
and this day, thcl 1st nf Old Monthy I crossed the 
Susquehanna to Charleston, and th^sce came to 
Bush. Here I rested about an hour at an inn, the 
landlord of which told me that he was a nisitive of 



iUmdwiy udliadreoemdhisie&ucflitioii'm<!hTiit 
Cbttrdi Ifospital. On coming over t» AmeriiA. 
•bout SOyaan ago^ lie hndedsciaF die/plMte wher« 
Sttltanore now ^taads; but, at A2A tase, the4i3vn| 
iMU not faa^ni, dUio' it nowxontians new SOfiOQi 
iofaabitatttSy and is one of tlue best biiilt^nEfinis 1 bnve 
aeen. indeed I :dd not kaiw any in Eaglaittd au^^ 
perior te iit in baaaty. In 4lte caning i cemeti^! 
an elegant inn called die Ston&'house^ and ^die neat 
day reached Baltimore, and it being 1st day, I at*« 
tended the moating theta. 

■ • * ' 

id Mo9^kf 'Sd^ 1 aMoMbd ttbe i^pMartaaiy «im^ 

ing Mt Sdinnore, iKhidi Mrai )heU in the iie«# 
meedngJioiMe, a yfeey 'banderoina bviok baildin^ 
dkout 5a yards <» iengtli and jMsopottioiiably broad. 
It eost aeady-^fiOOOi. Tbis meeting«booie is so con» 
•tructed, that both aaon and woasen keep tbeir seals 
^vben the meetings for worship close, which ave'held 
previously to prooeeding to Aeir respeeti^ basi* 
ness. THkb partition whidi divides tbe^faouse into 
two parts, is so constructed, diat it winds round « 
windlass with flat aides. Tlie pannels of Ae par^ 
tition are joined to each odier hy hinges; are so 
proportianed diat they wrap roond the windlsMS as 
truly and regularly as a jliece of canvas ; and are 
80 nicely managed, that in winding yp or letting 
down, they make no more noise than a commion 
turtam. It is obvious that the first >range of pan^ 
aeh at the top^ neat te die wiadlassii misst be itfaii 



186 TEAVRLS list 

tiSLTto^tBi ; and that they must gradually increase 
ki. br<esidth^ to. the lowest i range, atheirwisis . they 
could not wrap . regularly^ round the axle. The 
gradual decrease in the breadth of the pannels has 
a very pretty effect, when the shutters are down ; 
and, contrary: to my expectation, I did not observe 
l^atithe meeting, sttfiered' any incdnlveniency from 
the voices of the womeki^ in the other division of 
the.hous^4 ; , 

£c2 Month, 4th. This day I yiaited a fiieod, hia 
wife, and family, who in company with several 
others had lately .Jsniigasated: from the' ne^hbour- 
bood of PyiTnoiit in Germany. Their: object in 
poniiiigcto <Amerioa>>wa8^:that they and their chil* 
dren itiight have more of the com^pany. of friends. 
AB' the wages of the poor are very low in that, part 
of Germany, not exceeding. 34* or :4d: per day^ 
^d'tbe necessaries of life, .^re high in proportion, 
few labourers' therie<an' afford to have a£ny thing 
belter than coarse rye or badiey breads ^sprinkled 
with a little salt, to their tea or coffee ; .and these 
Germans, being all labouring people 'in low cir* 
oumstances,. found a great alteration in thetrisiiu* 
ation every way, and appeared: very tbaoakful for 
the change* 

r 

»- 
, ... , , 

I Qd. Month, 5th. In -the course of the day! vi- 
sited a family of friends^ who bad lately lemi^altd 
from Amsterdam; of diemitie'Of Pap{^e)«itil;': atid: 
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v(h6 had come to this country wifli At Sjame views 
88 the Gennans just Mentioned ; Imty beisg meil 
of property, ^fe engaged in bu»ne«s. These 
friends having been eye witnesses of Ae ravages of 
war, which of late have so de^ohited some of the 
finest conntries in £u»ope> oftefa expressed iSmi 
thankfulness, in broken English, that they were 
p^rnitted thus to sit down in a land, where peace 
and plenty so genendly prevailed. Oik of die Isst 
mentioned famfly, of the name of Videiltine, a maH 
<tf a very delicate constitntion, «id who had sa& 
Fared a great ded through -bad heaMi, and the 
ahnost c<mstant state of alarm his country bad 
been kept under for years past, by contending 
Annies, used sometimes to say to ius brothers : 
^ How ihankfnl ou^t we now to feel for being 
diHs placed amongst friends : we can sleep peaces 
fully in our beds, and, rising m' the motning, we 
can pursue our business without interruption or 
alarm; and cto sit down in a land of plenty, eating 
our bread in quietness and peace/' This evening 
I supped with L P. an English friend, who some 
years bade had emigrated from York, and is nont 
"Well settled in business here. 

^ Months 6ih> I attended Baltimore weelc«daf 
meeting. In the afternoon I eet out for Wadiing- 
ton city, in company with E. W« and slept this 
liigfat at his house near Elkridge, where he has a 
valuable estate, and a large well constructed flour 
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mill. During the contuiuance of the war car-* 
ried on by. Great J3ritaui> in this country, he 
was. tried with the loss of all his property, and a 
long confinement in prison ; but his integrity and 
perseverance rose above all his difficulties; and h« 
is now placed in a sijtuation of life far above most 

of his persecutors* 

9d Month, Ith, I left E. W/s hospitable roof> 
and, in die evening, came to Bladensburg, where 
I had the Company of a young surgeon to supper^ 
of the name of John Bell,, india had accompanied 
the American squadron in- the late expeditioi^ 
against the Dey of Tripoly, and was at the storm^* 
ing of the fort and town of Deane, on the coast 
of Africa. In hearing narratives of this kind, &e 
mind is often lost in iuHonishment in the consi* 
deration that a man, endowed with reason, can 
firing himself to belieye there Is any thing meri^ 
'torioHS in thus eKposbg bis IKe and limbs to de<- 
Jtruction, and pftentimes when he is a total 
stranger to the causes of the quarrel which he has 
ffspou^^ed. . How lamentable is it that the noblest 
faculties of man should be debased; and. the fundar 
mental principles of the christian religion trodden 
underfoot, through the indulgence of ferocious and 
warlike dispositions. 

. 9d Month, Qth. In travelling this djcy^ I passed 
by a company of black slaves,, chained together^ 
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with a wTiite man of a ravage countenance, holding 
a lai^e piatol in his hand, driving them before him^ 
Sehind was a cart,' itt Which \vere some Ne^ro 
^ children, who had been toni froin their parents by 
this member of civil ieed and polished society ^ who 
<wai now taking them tlown into Georgia, there 
to renudn in abject slavery for life* -In viewing 
this painftil sc^e as it passed before' me, it was 
almost impossible, to avoid noticing how different 
^erie the countSenances of th^ infant company in 
the cart, compaFed wiAi that of their unfeeling 
conductor. : Oh the former .were, seen the smiled 
of innocence^ wliil&t .on the latter, aat brooding a 
inixture of cruelty and avarice, whioh.<no^6n or 
pencil fan desenbeu 

• In the afternoon I came to Washington city; 
«nd on the Qth I attended the meeting at Wash- 
uigton. jAfter meeting I was k.indly invited, by 
M. P. to her son-i&Jaw's iiouse, who is Secretary 
of State; but, having engaged to spend the after^ 
noon elsewheve, I was obliged to decline the offer* 
In the arenbg I had the company of a native of Fal- 
mouth ; but, of late years, he has been employed in 
the national dbck'^yatd at Washington city, as naval 
architetct. I understood that he had^ early in'life, 
heen invited over to diis country by Doctor 
Franklin, as one skilful in ship-building. Having 
had his education in our society, it appeared in-^ 
consistent" that; he should be employed in con- 



•tmctiay fll^^tf wv; but I foundhe hod fbrfeitefl 
bia memlberahip* How«v«r, I am mistaken, i£ tfa^ 
builcliiig of AifikoS war ia not a burdeo greater 
AaB be will be able long la bear. A friend of 
(he nane of J^ A. aupiied with ua tius eventag; 
He waa fboan Pmivideiice m Rhadie Island^ and 
gaVe ua an interesting narrative o£ a journey be 
took dirough the wildentess parta of thia continent, 
to New Orleans in Lowsiana. A ceoaiderable 
part of the wa5F he went by water in canoes, hav- 
ing InoKan coilidnctors, and passed through many 
Indian setdements, by the. chiefe of. which he 
waS; in general, kindly and hospitably entertained:^ 
At oite Indian village ia particular, the dbief^ 
calling together the inhabitants ta a place where 
they held their public meetings, and placing 
Jonathan by his side, made a long harangue. The 
substance of it was, his approbation of the pnns* 
cipies and practices of friendly concerning which 
he had obtained information at some former pe» 
riod^ and whidi he then endieavouned to explaia 
to the Indians about him. Amongst other thkiga 
he remarked^ it was a aslfevident truth, that the 
Pow^ which gaive li£a and breath to man, alone 
had the right to take it At anodier settlement 
of Indians, he was agreeably suspidsed to find ' 
what great progress was made in agriculture and 
manufiictures. He was told^ that in thia district 
there were 200 looms employed by Indiana; and 
at die taUe of the chief at whidb he vms enter* 
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titined, there was eveiy kind of vegetables aftd 
fruit common in the cities of America; such 
as peascy beans^ cabbages^, asparagus^ melons, 
peaches^ 8cc. At dinner, amongst other things, a 
quarter of roasted lamb was served up; a thing 
nardly to have been expected at an Indian table. 

^i Month, \Oth. This morning I visited S. B. 
at his office in the Treasury, of which he is the 
head clerk. From the Treasury I was kindly 
conducted by J. P. to his . mother's, who was 
then resident with her son-in-law, J. M. the pre- 
sent Secretary of State to the United States, t 
spent a little time pleasantly with the See retary^ 
who was confined to his house, by a hurt he hact 
received' upon his knee; and although pretty much 
a stranger in the family, t received a kind invita- 
tion to call at his house, whenever business might 
lead me to Washington city. 

« 

As I had never seen Itliomas Jefferson, the 
J^resident of the United States, this hospitable 
family. off(dr«d to introduce me to him, and the 
Secretary's brbther^in-law accompanied me to th^ 
President's house, where I was, received by him 
-with a shake by the hand, as though we had been 
old acquaintance; and immediately he entered into 
conversation with as much freedom as if >ve ha4 
been long kaowR to each other. After sittios. a. 

It 
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short time in this friendly way, I informed iim, 
that as my object in calling upon him, deserved 
scarcely a better name than curiosity, I should T>e 
very sorry to detain Him ; especially as his time 
must be fully occupied wiQi the important con- 
cerns df Government; Congress tieing then sitting. 
After fliis, rising from my chair, lie came fprward^ 
and again taking me by the hand, bade me farewell. 
From his disregard to all useless forms and cere- 
monies, not excepting fhose of religion, his ene- 
mies accuse him of being deficient both in religion 
«nd politeness. Sut there are men, that have 
fiieen a great deal of the world, who believe, on 
good grounds, that where true religion and true 
politeness most abound, there we see least of 
forms and ceremonies, and that true religion and 
true politeness generally go hand in hand. 

Having received an invitafion from one of Aie 
Members of Congress, to attend their sitting, I 
this day went to the Capitol and heard their de- 
l&ates. X also visited the Hall where the Senate 
was sitting; but as there was nothing very interest- 
ing before them^ .1 had not an opportunity of 
hearing their principal orators^ 

After vbiting the Senate and House of Bepre- 
sentatives, I spent a short time in the Supreme 
Federal Court; where the Chief Justice was then 
fittings Although a great part of the Capitol is 
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aTready finished, in a convenient, and indeed, in w 
superb style, yet a great deal remains to be done 
before the whole will be completed. 

After dining at Washington, I set out for Balti- 
more; and arrived there the 2d of l<2th Month, 
accompanied by £!. W. and his wife, from their 
jown habitation, where I lodged last night. E^ W. 
gave me an. affecting aocount of a black slave, 
residing near his house^ who i» a pattern of inte* 
grity and industi^. Such is the confidence re- 
posed in him by his master, that for many years 
past it has been his practice to send tUs slave to 
Baltimore, with his waggon laden with various 
Kinds of produce, the sale of which he intrusts to. 
this black man; alsa the care- of receiving and 
bringing home the money; by which means it fre- 
quently happens that large sums of money pa36' 
through his hand^.- This service he has performed 
so much to the satisfaction of his master, that he 
scarcely ever ventures to employ any other person 
for these purposes.- 

This faithful slave has a wife and a large family 
of children, who reside in a hut close by his mas^ 
t^r's house. He is allowed a small portion of time 
weekly to do something for himself and family; 
and being frequently employed by the neighbours 
to d6 little errands for tUemin Baltimore, .he hasj, 

» a 
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during many years of care, and frequently 1)y hard 
labour \vhen others were at rest, scraped together 
about 2001. He lately made an offer of all thia 
to his master for the freedom of his family ; but 
the master absolutely refused to give him his liberty 
on any condition^ alleging that he could not meet 
wak sttst witli another in whom he could so confide* 

Hie poor man had greatly flattered himself wi& 
hopes, that considering his time of life, being now 
about 50 years old, a much smaller sum would have 
procured his liberty; and it would indeed have pur- 
chased that of almost any odier slave in the neigh- 
bourhood. On finding his master inexorable, his 
disappointment and distress were extreme, and, in 
the anguish of bis heart, he determined to leave 
his wife and children, and take the first opportiH 
nity of quitting the country for ever. However 
he concluded first to call on E. W. who had 
always been his friend and adviser, to inform him 
of his resolution. E. W. sympathized with him 
in his afBiction, but did not let that suffice; for he 
went immediately to the master, and used every 
endeavour to prevail upon him to accept the 
money offered, and, to grant the man wi bis 
family their freedom. In order to induce the ina»* 
ter's compliance, E. W. represented to kim tbp 
exceedingly ungenerous return he WA3 making to 
the poor man for his fidelity and industry ; as th^ 
only pica urged by tliis unfeeling master, for his 
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cruel conduct; was the uprightneas and integrity 
of the Slave!! But, alas! avarice is deaf to all 
^arguments except those of self-interest; it vvas 
therefore in vain that E. W. thus pleaded the 
cause of suffering virtue ; for the hardened task- 
master v^as inexorable to all his reasonings ; and 
the poor black man^and his family remain in bon« 
dage, living witnesses to what a pitch of obduracy, 
avarice and self-interest can harden the heart of 
man. As nothing that E. W. could say had any 
effect vpoa^the master, he thought it his duty to 
endeavour to reconcile the poor slave to his hard 
lot, and to persuade him not to leave his M'ife and 
family,, as it appeared his foil determination to 
have done. In this he was more successful ; fo« 
the poor man concluded to remain with them, andi 
tndeavouff to bear his burden with patience^ 
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CHAPTER XH- 

Thltimore-^Gunpffivder Fvils-^Mary ISirmd^CiviUzkgt 
the Indians-^Negro Boy Sado — Battle ofBrandy-xdnef 

' and events in the netghb&arhood-^WestgrofQe^Another 
Negro Boy'^Merion'^ Occurrences there, SfC^^tjenerai 
Moreau-^A Kegro Slave nAo had ieen Hberated^^Dr^ 
TrankHn* 

^d Month, \St%, 1606. I; altefiddl BalttmortB 
monthly meeting, and afterwards dmed at J. M.'s, 
a friend who after many years successful applica- 
tion to business^ had retired from it, and was em- 
ploying a part of his leisure hoars, in promoting 
an extensive work for supplying flie town with 
water, in which he has embarked considerable pto- 
perty conjointly with mai^ others. I to<^ a walk 
with him to view the work as it was in progress^ 
and, from what I could judge, it will be attended 
widi very great expense; but no doubt it will provo 
highly beneficial to the inhabitants of Baltimore. 

9d Month, 1 4th. This day I dined with G. M. 
an ancient friend, who filled the office of inspector 
of beef and pork, exported from the Port of Bal- 
timore. The United States not requiring any 
oaths from those appointed to offices under go- 
vernment, it frequently happens that frieods accept 
«f dwm. 



9d Month, Wh. I xvsiieA Q. P. poe f>f ^ 
irieiids lately come from Amster4^ni to ft^ttle wl 
JBaltimpr^f They hod opened a shop h«re ¥fbi^ 
they bad Kumiihed mi^ the manufactares ik( 
JFrance imd Germany; and, ^^i" ^ short twe ^i^ 
had beeo in buaioa^s, had 9&et mth good encpn- 
ragement I wafi rather $urpriA^d ,to aee rtbat m 
some of the shofks in thif place^ aa wdUl as in Phi- 
ladelpMai .although nearly Ac ¥ih(4e lito^ <m* 
sisted of the mauufaclurea of oihffr cowrtrif 8^ yet 
but little of it wa? fcom ^Es^hn/if 

Qd Month, l6th. I attended BaltHiivfferf(9ffei9w 
.meeting, and in the .aftemooii^tteiv]^,by,J.X 
and 6. M« left that city- In tbeteve^;\iQg Vf^,caaa^ 
to H. J.'^^ a minister who is v^ell r^^pected w <Ws 
ne^hbourhopd. His hoiw^e aqd.pjaiifatiqn.lifi.;|^^wr 
the Gunpowder Falls, and not far from the Aleest*^ 
ing which bears that name. I, was, tpJd .pf A im- 
- markable preservation which tfi^ friepdft of .this 
meeting experienced during the ^evQlul;io»^rjr w^ 
in America. As o\ir society g^n^aJly had shenfii 
an atta^hm^ent to the governmeiLt .of^J^nglaad, At 
the breaking out of the irevc|lution, apd.kad^ a&va 
body, adhered to their peficeable ipiinc^le i« i^ 
fusing to take any active part iothe*«ivttggle, ,theiie 
-were many amongst the most violent of .the vevolt- 
ing colonists, who ii^eie greatly ex^^iperatetJ against 
iriends. However a few indivJd^ialA in tbe.sodetjj 
Kvere not so careful as ia ^/OfomW pf»d€ince thq^ 

s 
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ought to havtebe^; and 'several of them were 
'accordingly tried^ convicted^ and executed^ aa 
traitors to their country. The conduct of these 
imprudent individuals, increased the disgust of 
those violent partizans, and k/sometimes happened 
'that innocent friends were dragged from their 
meeting-houses to prison. At that period, a part, 
of the American army lay near the Gunpowder 
Falls meeting-house, which, however, did not-Jpre- 
'v<nt friends from holding their meetings for wor- 
ship. Amongst the troops of which this part of. 
the army was composed, there was a Colonel of a^ 
regiment of dragoons, whose resentment against 
•friends was raised to such a pitch of malice, that 
one day, when traversing the country, he came to 
the most extraordinary' and cruel resjoliition . of- 
ptttting to the sword, the friends who were then 
collected at their pliace of worship; considering 
Aem as no better' than a company of traitors. 
Drawing up his men near the spot, he ordered- 
them to halt, in order to make arrangements for 
the execution of Ins dreadful purpose. At this 
moment an awful silent pause took place, in 
which he felt his mind so powerfully smitten 
with conviction, that he not only di^ew off his 
men, but conceived very favourable sentiments of 
the society ; and continuing to yield to his convic- 
tions, he afterwards joined in communion with 
friends, and continued fiiithful to the principle of 
truth as profeieed by tbeili, 



9d Month, 18rA. This -mornkg we passed by 
Kottingham naeetii^-bousp, in tke veighbourhood 
€f which John Churchman formerly resided. 
About noon we came to S. C.'s to dinner^ where 
we had the company of Mary Stroud, one of the 
fifteen children of Joseph Gilpin, ovientioned by 
lliomas Chalkly in his Journal, p^ge SlSj Edit* 
1766. This friend was in very low circumstances 
at the time Thomas Chalkly first visited him, and 
his habitation was a caye by the side of a moun- 
tain ; although many of his descendantSj at this 
time, are people of opulence in America. The 
cave is now in the possession of one of them, at 
"whose house I was once hospitably entertained, 
and who considers it as reflecting honour upon tb^ 
lamiiy, rather than as being any disparagement to 
it. Mary Stroud, although about lOo years 0I4, 
Btill ret£iined her faculties in an extraordinary 
manner, and her observations were often shrewd 
and pointed. 

9d Month, 19th. I attended the quarterly meet- 
ing at Loudpn Grove, the closing sitting of whicli^ 
Mras one of the largest I ever was at. W. J. an4 
R. M. two valuf^ble American ministers, weri^ 
here ; the latter of whom appeared in an extraor- 
.dipary manner, and being a youiig juao of an 
.amiable disposition, ^ipud losing deUveiry, he yfUl^ 
I tru3t, continue a useful ondam^^tiin the church. 
Yet how frexjueniUy do we see the faure^t \iOf^ 
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and prospects^cfouded; sometimes by the unwise 
attentions and adulations of the admiring crowd. 
It is greatly to be lamented, that even those who 
in an especial manner are plkced as guardians and. 
overseers of the shepherds, are not altogether clear 
of fanning that little spark of vanity, vi hich the 
grand enemy contrives, in one form or other^ tOf 
light in almost every human breast. 

On coming out of the. house after the bfeakin|^ 
up of the meeting, I \vas surprised 'at: the greats 
number of horses and . carriages standing on the 
ground before the meeting-house. The space 
they occupied consisted of several acres; and, from . 
the best judgment I was able to form, there were- 
nearly 200 carriages' of difierent^ descriptions,- . 
mostly on springs, and more than double that 
number of horses, exclusive of" those used in the 
^^arriages: The triffing expense at which hors^ 
and carriages are kept in the country parts of Ame- 
rica, enables even those in slender circumstances 
to keep them, vrfiich certainly is a great privilege 
in warm climates. After this meeting I took my 
leave of several of my friends, never expecting tt> 
see them again^on this side of the grave. 

I spent part of diis afternoon with J. P. an agree- 
able friend, who had devoted some years to the in^ 
struction of the Indians in letters and agriculture, 
&c. and had been long amongst them^ in their settle-* 



^^-- 
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ment$% He related a varied of Ihtla anecdotes 
concerning these untutored sons of the forest^.cfaa--. 
racteristic of their habits and manners, from which 
it jeemed/ that the restraints and coDfupfeHieHf of 
mechanics andJabourers in civilized life, are con- 
sidered by them as the greatest of hui|ian miseries; 
and diat one nation should even wish to spread 
their manufactures amongst other nations, and thus 
become labourers to those for whom theyhave no 
knpwledge or regard, wa^^in their eyes, the height 
vof human folly. 

As (he plan in which J. P. was engaged did 
^ot profess to interfere with the religious concerns 
•f the Indians, th^ were not often a subject of 
conversation with; yet the Indians would some-- 
tinies observe, lhat they &ould have no objec- 
tion to attending Friends' meetings, if it were n^t 
too long 'to sit doing nothing, without the privilege 
rf a pipe. ' Instances, liowever, have occurred, 
amongst such ntitutored individuals, wherein they 
have evinced conviction that the Great Spirit may 
ihe known -and 'worshipped in silence* 

'On my arrival at S. P.'s, I found his wife in a 
ipoor state of health; and although considerably 
:reduced by sickness, yet her natural lively and 
cheerful disposition seemed to rise superior to her 
l>odiIy alBiction. She made respectful mention of 
a number of European friends, who had visited 
tier habitation; particularly M. R. and J. W.{ 
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the maimer^ of the latter, andf ber dialect, in broad 
Irisb, hftd entertflhied her very much. 

- Whilfe m Iht9 femily, I could not avoid noticing 
the imidccnce and simplicity of a fittle Negro 
bc^y named Sado; and on my makmg some in- 
quiry, Martha Painter gave an acccouiit to the 
foUoifiring efiect-:-*-lmporting Negro slaves from 
the coast of Africa, is contrary to die laws of the 
United' States, notwidistanding some of the 
Southern States allow the keeping of slaves, and:' 
it sometimes happens that an American ship is 
detected transgressing, the law, in which case both, 
ship and cargo are confiscated. Not long since,, 
two American ships with cargoes of slaves were 
seized by a frigate belonging to the United Stateil,* 
and brought to the Port of Philadelphia,- where 
they were both condemned; but the poor black 
people on board were put under the care of the. 
Society instituted for the AboUtioa of the Slave. 
Trade, and were alt provided with places as ser* 
vants or apprentices. Am<Migst the latter Watf 
little Sado, who was put out to S. P. Although 
he was treated with die greatest tenderness, yet he 
was often seen weeping at the recollection of his 
near conne^ons. He isaid, that himself and sister 
Svere on a visit at a relation's, and that, after the 
family had retired to rest, they were suddenly 

* 

alarmed, in the dead of the night, by a company 
of Mati*$tealers breaking into their habitation. 
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lliey were all cfn-ried off towarcb the sfea^ where 
thqr arrived at tibe ond o# three days, and were 
coiiiiped ^nt\l tho vtsael sailed. Sadio's sister was 
placed m a sitrntioD; aear S* ¥.\ wbich ft#)rded 
ti»em frequepi opfnortunitiedf of s®en% each other. 
Not long af(^ this Negro boy had been hrougbt 
intp &. P/6 famtty, he was taken ill cf a bad ferer ; 
atidi for n tin^, th^re ^q^pe^red but little hopes of. 
\m tecQV^ipy,, al^ottgh the. best medkal help i^as 
oblained> and evciry-kipdbess and attenltion was 
shewn to tittM While he laid in this stale^ M. P* 
tnqoired of him^ if di^re w|b» any th^ng he wished 
to have;, or if tibiae was. an/ thing shi^ coiild doi 
for him^ as they desirod tq do errary Uiing in thds 
power to relieve him. In reply, he expressed his 
tbankAilness tor their good intentions, but said, 
^^ There was nothing thc^ coiiU do that would 
cnre bin ; yet if he was at home with hie nsotbeiv 
$$he would sooiinnike biin well; adding that ^* ikara 
vi9S a pfai^ grew in his ooimtiy, the leaves c^ 
ivhidi she gadfened^ ttkd pouring hot water upon 
tboBi, dovsred his body ali over \dth theiA, and it 
slwiiyt soon made him well;^ Martfan desirod him. 
to desGff]i»e the plant, asKl tb^ woiild endeavotn- 1» > 
procure k. He repiisd, ^^ It iras mc to be had in 
this cmratry, fpr he had ^tm looked for k in . 
vain. 

There being now scarcely any prospect of his 
recovery, his mistress was desirous 9f . akdmijusler- 

s 
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ing some religious consolation^ and observed to 
hiin> as be had always been a very good boy^ she 
had no doubt that if he (Ued at this time> his 
spirit would be admitted into a -place of everlast- 
ipg rest and peace. ^On hearing Ais, »he quickly 
rjepliedy ^' J know that if J die Ishall'be happy ; 
for .as soon as my Jbody is^dead^ my spirit will fly 
away «to tmy father and -mother, -and sisters and 
brothers, in Africa/' The* boy recovered. His 
^ood conduct ^ad gained him Ae favour and re- 
spect of the whole family, and I have no doubt 
that the care bestowed upon his education, will^ 
in due time, afford him a brighter prospect of it 
ittttire stsi^te^ ths^n that of returning to Africa. 

I have sometimes turned my attention to the 
orderly conduct, and pleasing dispositions of some 
of these Black ^children, whom I Jiave seen in 
friends families. On considering that they have 
becin violently torn from their n^ar relatives and 
friends, .aod.escposed to all the horrors and sick- 
ness of .transportation in a slave ship; I have 
xpmpaced tibem with the kidnappers, and with the 
owQ^s, (Ciqptains, andcxews of slave ships, who 
assume the name .of Christians, and, .with the 
,g£eatest selfMromplacency, make pretensions to 
be'mg governed by the precepts and example of 
Christ ; whilst they give the appellation of Hea-* 
ihens andli^dels to these poor unoffending Negro 
children; as a eover to their cruelty. In such a 
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eonteniplation and comparison^ the mind is ovei*. 
M-helmed with sorrow, at the idea of the atrocity 
and darkness in which human' nature may be in*- 
volved, by the unbounded thirst: of gold.. 

2rf Month; 20r/i; X left S. P.'s hospitable roof" 
accompanied* by his brother-in-law J. T. Thd 
ground I trwelled over thiS' day* was the scene of 
much bloodshed during the revolutionary ^ar ; it 
being that pai t oT tKe country where the bat- 
tle of Brandywine was fought. My companion 
was present at the time, with Sfevwrf othef 
friends, who were ledrfortt by th^ diotate*^ of hu- 
manity, in oi d^r to lend scmie assistattctf to the 
poor wounded and dying sofdJets, that lajf scat-i- 
tered over the fields, through am extfent of several 
miles. On dib occasion friends 'meeting-house of 
Birmingham . was converted into an hospital, in 
whichmany of the poor mangled creatures breathed 
their last, and where many more suffered the am- 
putation of their limbs, with many other pain- 
ftd operations^ concomitant* with the carnage of 
war. Amongst those, who ended theip earthly 
course in this meeting-house, were several officers, 
# who wfere buried in friends burying ground. One 
of them, a near connexion of the Duke of North-^ 
vunberland, was a young man of the name of 
Percy, whose amiable and exemplary conduct 
under his severe sufferings, had [procured him the 

3 % 
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particular regard and esteem of die friends tboiat 
him. The shocking situation of tome they foand 
in the fields^ would not bear description; in othera 
>vho lay lifeless on the ground, it was some time 
before any wound could be discovered, ^ single 
bullet having passed through some vital part; 
others had the fleshy part of a leg or m thigh torn 
to pieces by larger ballsi and had sunk under ^n^ 
loss of blood. 

These scenes of horror were followed by others^ 
if possible, still more reveltie^ to hunum nature.. 
Those who. have travelled much in America must 
have observed the deep channels that are in many 
places worn in the declivities of their fields, owinf 
to the great depth of soil and the heavy showers 
to which they are Subject in that coimtry. It 9a 
happened that the dead bodies of maayof thoae who 
wpre slain in this battle^ were interred in diesechai»i> 
nels, and remained so for some lame undisturbed; 
b\xtf afterwards, some heavy rains fallings the earth 
was washed away, and maay of the dead bodiei 
were again exposed to view in a putrid state. . 

t 
After spending an hour or two at West Chester 

we came to S. J/s, where we dined and spent the 

rest of . the day. At this friends house^ Genernl 

L'Agneau madefais head-<][uarters for some time 

before the battle of Germantown, where he lost 

his life. That part of the English army under his 
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eommand was encamped in S. J.'s fidds and 
orchard, round about the^kouse, 

Qd Monthy 2lst, This morning I came to J. K/s ' 
habitation and spent a few hours with him in con- 
irersation respecting my friends in England, he 
having lately returned from a visit to that nation. 

2d Month, Q2d. I slept last night at W. T\ 
and this day went over J. T/s estate, where I vi-> 
nted the old family mansion, which was erected 
<m the first settlement of this country. In many 
parts of America, and particularly in this neigh* 
bourhood, it is the practice of many farmers to 
reserve about 15 or 20 acres of land for hay, 
which they continue to mow from one generation 
to another, many of them laying on but little or 
no manure; but taking the advantage of situation, 
where the land may easily be irrigated or over'* . 
spread with water from time to time. By this 
means they obtain heavy crops of grass without 
the aid of manure, and thus supply themselves 
vyith winter fadder at an easy expense. On in-> 
quiry of W. T. and P. P. two very respectable 

• 

farmers and laud-own^s, they informed me that, 
upon an average, they got about 2^ tons per acr^ 
esLch year, upon this plan. The land usually 
chosen for this purpose is not a dead flat or 
marshy land^^ but commonly the two sides of> 

s 2 



uarfow valley of easy aacent on eack hand; hacmig 
a small stream riinmng tfiroagh tb« iKyttofii. When 
the land is to be watered, the stream at the upper 
end of the vidiey is divefted from its nataral iMd, 
land is cosdiicted in namyv channels dciig tsudt 
side of the valley, on as hi^ gF««ad as the htad 
of the stream wili admit; and, hy phkciog obstnie* 
tions to the current of the streams, in different 
parts of the artificial channels^ the Water coBtinite» 
to trickk down the sides of the valh^, so ae ple»« 
tifttlly and reguthrly to water the soots of the 
grassy but not in such qnantitka as. to eoYer ib» 
herbage^ 

In the course of the day we paid A. S. a visitj^ 
and in the evening came to A. H*S another 
brother-in-law to J. T. Here I met with one of 
the oldest copies of the English Biblp I had ever 
seen ; it was translated by Coverley, at a period 
when the sacred volume was not divided into chap-^ 
ters and verses, and both the language and the* 
type bpre evident marks of great antiquity. The 
word shoes i noticed was always spelled shoon,. 
and righteousness was always spelled cightwiseness, 
and in many other respects the langjiiage was so 
very different from what it is at this day, a;s scarcely^ 
in many places^ to be like the same tongue. 

During part of the revolutionary contest this; 
friend's house was the head^tuo'.ters of Genend 
Stirling, and^ sometimes; consultations were held 
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here, by tbr American Genertl OJSeert^ at n^ich 
Geaeral Wasfaiagton attcikckd. WUIe the armiM 
by in this neighbourhood) Ibe fiiritier» Miflfered 
sc!verely in Aev property ; one HMtaoce of which 
ftds friend inentfeoned to oie, a» descriptit^ ^f llM 
Mtoation of dni^ amongst theiii:««-A H^ar ndgh^ 
bottv, who had a coMder able atoek ol <Ae^M on 
hand^ wbicb it was Ibund needful Id hide to pte^ 
▼ent being piandered of it^ M^S'in bope^l an op« 
portmnty might occur yi/hen il might be sold at tt 
fair price, and to a regular customer; bat if #9 
happened, that some officers who were encamped 
iH' the vicimty, had got s^me information respecting 
this stock of cheese. One of them sent a servant 
lb the mistreiss of the house, who staged, that hii^ 
masti&r was extremely anxious to taste one of her 
theeie9, havii^ been tafai that she inade a better 
article than any of her ndghbours, and that not 
baving tasted any of a kxng time diat was fit to 
oat, he wontd freely ghe her a guinea ibr a smalt 
•ne. However the sertamt was not able to ascer^ 
tain dke i^ct, and bf course returned widrout 
aecom^ishiag hw erraanl^ Upon' this the officer 
W«nt himself ta die ho«se, aac^ dflter a deal eft 
persoasiov, preinanled upon the midtfess Co farmsb* 
hk» with two or three, for which he tiery frcefy 
gave her a gumea each. 



had wajtehed the nristress so cfesefy, that !te^ 

• • * 

^scovered^hefe the stod of chefse v^aa hid xspy 
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without appearing to have observed whence die" 
brought the cheeses for him. After many expres* 
sions of thankfulness, that he had been supplied 
with such an excellent article, he returned to the 
camp; biit the result was^that, next day, a party of 
arttied soldiers came to the house, and, after ford* 
bly taking the money which the oiBcer had pud the 
day before, they went to the room where the 
cheese was kept, and carried the whole off, with^ 
out paying any thmg for it. Such is the morality 
ofwarl 

^ Month, 9Sd. We rode to W. J.'s house^ 
at West Grove, to breakfast ; and aftes attending^ 
their meeting, spent the afternoon at his house, ia 
pleasant conversation with himself and his wife^ 
who is an agreeable cheerful woms^i. W. J. gave 
me a little history of the emigration of his family 
into this country, from Ireland:— rBeing in very 
low circumstances, they were glad to put up with 
what was then considered the worst lot of land in 
that part; and on their first coming here they were 
visited by a friend who was already, settled, and 
had got his house built, and his land in a state of 
cultivation. This friend being touched with con^ 
passion, went home and told his own family how 
deeply he felt for the poor Irish family, who, he 
feared, would never be able to get bread to sup« 
port themselves, the land was so very indifferent; 
«Qd taking out abushel of malt^ sent it to them to 



KOmTH ASIBRICA. ^l3 

ftiale a little beer to support their fpttiti und^ 
tbeir disconraging prospect, dnth is the altem^ 
tion that has taken place^ that, at this timei flie land 
nvhich was then thought insufHcient for the support 
bf OBe ii}mi)y/ isnow divided into enteral planta- 
tions or farms, each of which is Considered a^ 
gmply sufficient for the support of a family v/i 
«ase, and even in afiuence. One of these plati^ 
tations is that now belonging to W. J. and on 

Which he resides* 

> 

This night I lodged at P. P/s. Here also I 
met with a smart little Negro boy, who had been 
stolen from bis parents in Africa,, and was placed 
in this fkmily by the Abolition Society. He had 
the character of being a boy of a bright capacity ^ 
mud although not very commiinicative to his 
master and mistress, he was open and free with 
the children of the family, and would often, by 
the fireside in the winter evenings, recite to them 
die mournful story of his being made captive; with 
ibany sfaoekmg circumstances that attended his 
transportation in the slave ship ; from which he 
waa liberated by an American ship of war. 

» 

. After break&st I set out for Merion, in com- 
patiy wttfi I. J. and in my way passed by the front 
o# Westown sdiooi. This school is managed Upon 
a plan, somewhait similar to diat at Ackworth, but 
trith this diff^eace, tlsat the ohildrcn of friends ia 
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affluent ciroiunstances ate not excluded. The 
namber of schobrs. in the house is geueraUf 
alxnit 200^ includipg boys and girls. 

In the evenii^ I came to Merion ivhere I found 
letters from my, family and friends^ as late as the 
£7th of 12th; Montli which contained the pleasii^j; 
account of their being .all welL. 

Sd Month, 9d. Being the first of the meek % 
attended meeting in the forenoon, and spent the 
evening at H. B/s, where I had' the company of 
his ikther and mother, and R. J. ; the latter being 
far advanced in years, of an adtive lively disposi* 
tion, and having a retentive memory, would fre» 
quently favour me With little anecdotes of the first 
settlers in this neighbourhood; which he hnd're« 
ceived from the parties themselves, in^ the early 
part of his life. Amongst the rest he related a 
little story which he had heard from an ancient 
friend at whose house he had lodged, of the name 
of Rebecca Wood. When a little girl she useii 
sometimes to walk from Derby, where she resided^ 
to Haverford meeting, the distance of a few miles. 
One day as she was walking along, she was over- 
taken by a friend on horseback, who proved to be 
WUliam Penn. On coming up with her he in- 
quired where she was going ; and on her inform- 
ing him, he, with his usual good nature^ desired 
her to get up behind him ; and, bringing his horse 
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toa^xonyenient place, she mounted, and so rode 

away upon the bare back. Being without shoes 

or stockii^Sy-her bare legs and feet hung dangling 

b^ the side of thegoyemof's horse. Although 

William Benn was at .tUs time both governor 

and propiietor, he did not dunk it beneadi him 

thus to help along a poor bare footed. >girl on her 

way to meeting ; and notwithstanding the maxims 

and customs of the world, these little icind offices 

to those, in low stations in life, were so far from 

ilpweriog him in the estimation of thpse he was 

: appointed togo^vem^.that ther^ perhaps never was 

zSL governor, who stood. higher in the opinion of 

tthose .governed by hinv than William Penn did* 

In repeating this anecdote, the old friend ge« 
merally concluded her story with the observation, 
Antf ^' thece were nb such governors nawra-days." 

. Bd Manih, 5ih I had Ae compai^ of O. and 
.7. J. the latter of whom related to me a tran« 
: saction of his, 'When but about 14 years of 21%^ 
whidi manifested a considerable degree of firm-, 
ness in one so. young* At the time of tlie revohi*. 
<tion, a neighbour was condemned to death for his 
.attachment to the English government. Under 
-these juelancholy circumstances, the near connex* 
ions of the sufferer, were anxious that the body of 
their unhappy relative, rshould be decently interred 
in the family buying ground a( Merion \ but con* 
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sideriog to whait a jfiuk of ip(%Datim iht Quods 
Qf tbe pf»cy4e were raised «gaiii»l him, it appeared 
to beta vei7 batardous task to take tbe bp(fy f«cna tbe 
place of execubcMi, twrouiKfed by the great erowd 
of spectator! ^hp wefe there assembled^ to be 
mtnesses of die last straggles of dieir demoted 
ccmArymm- However, J.J, altSioiigh but a boy, 
undertook the Uaky and proeeeding through the 
multitode, without any ^tendaat, went up to die- 
oxecatkmer, and demaiuMiig ^ bodj, brought it 
off m a hearse, himself being the driver ; and eon« 
dHCted it saftlj to the relatives of the deceased; 
His jotttk and the singularity of die circumstanee, 
seemed to cemrnand the reelect of fte mahitude. 

- 9d Menthy ^th. I eame from TUlade^ia to 
Merion* 1^ sun now having considerable power, 
I was struek widi the loud ^pping noise, iiu^ 
issued from every little pond or pool of water, as 
I passed rioog, which, I was informed^ proceeded 
from a species of liaard that inhabits these places, 
and is connonly the first of Aie animal eniatioa 
to usher in the ^iag. l%e chivpmg of Aese 
lfcatd» in die spring, md of ^ tree-frog h> sum* 
mer, form «o incoBBiderable part of ^ rwal 
sounds we wn acco^tomed to hear in America ; 
to wbidi might be added the notes of vaiious^ other 
Itods o£ frogs; pafticularly of tfae deep toned bull 
frogf wbich in a sraSL summer's evening, when the 
wind has been £Rvotti:aUe^ I |iave spometimes heard 
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at die distance of more than a mile. Although 
these sounds are strange to an English ear^.yet 
there is< something in them which is far from be- 
iag unpleasant. 

Sd Moniky l6ih. In the forenoon I attended 
Merion meeting/and spent the afternoon at R. 3.\ 
who entertained me with aii account of the man- 
ner in which Phineas Pemberton and his wife^ 
iirst became acquainted with each other; and they 
being the iSrst of that iamilj who came to America, 
flie story was interesting :—IHiineas, when a boy, 
was an apprentice to a grocer in Manchester, and 
I believe the house in which he lived is still stand- 
iDg, as J. P. one of his descendants, on his latd visit 
to England, had the* curiosity to take a look at it, 
when in thut nei^bourhood. It happened, on a 
nmrket^lay, that whilst Phineas was serving the 
customers, there came in a country friend And his 
daughter, of the name of Harrison; to nurchase 
groceries for the family; and as they waited to be 
served, the daugkter^^ho was but a little girl, 
< employed henself in ^lig cherries oht of a ehiall 
basket she had brought with her. As soon as 
Phineas wa&at liberty, he fumisbed tlie friend and 
his daughter with'tbe^^grot^e^icfs they wanted; and - 
the little; girl having some of her cherries to' 
spare> gave them to Phineas. Pleased witL her-: 
generosity, he insisted upon her taking a paper of 

T 
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raisins ia return. From this trifling circumstance, 
an attachment originated which ended but with 
dieir lives. They were united in marriage when 
of a suitable age; soon after which they emigrated 
to America, and afterwards became the heads of 
one of die most respectable families-in Philadel- 
phia. The young woman's father also went over 
to America with them* 

In recurring to the little story of Phineas Pern* 
berton, we have an example of the instability of 
things in this changing scene. It is but a very 
few years past that Several branches of this family, 
seemed to stand foremost in rank both- in the so-, 
ciety, and in the American world in general ; and 
there was every probability tliat the name and 
family might continue numerous and respectable 
for many generations. But, if I recollect right, at 
the time I am writing, James P^mberton, who is 
now ab^liit 84 years of age, is the only remaining 
branch of the family who bears the name; and if 
he should hp the last, it may be truly said, that die 
Sim of the family has gone down in brightness.* 

3d Monthf ^5thi Jcanieto Philadelphia, where 
%I supped and spent the ^veni^i^ at John Elliott's, 
an ancient valuable friend, a native of Leicester*' 

■*" • '. 



* See Note; page 4& 
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He left England in early life, along witt his pa- 
rents, Mrho, having imbibed favourable sentiments 
of America, had bidden a fina( farewell to their 
native land* In the recollection of this friend, I 
have often thought that the general tenor of his 
life and conversation, possessed as much of \ifaat 
I should call sterling Christianity,, sfi I hate ever 
observed in any other man. In him were seen the 
inmocence and simplicity of a child, although h« 
was a man of considerable literary attainments and 
reputation in the World. Through life he had 
been an active and able advocate of the enslaved 
Afrieans; and, though not backward in' giving a 
aentimeni on the passing public transactions of the 
day, he was fbr from being a busy-body in matters 
of this kind ; and sucb was the reli^ous subjection 
into which his mind Was bfought, that, in lamenting 
er approving the measures of those in authority, 
k was done with a meekness and calmness, which 
evinced that he was biassed, by no narrow, party 
spirit in the observations he made ; but that they 
were the effusion^ of a heart ** which felt and 
cared for all." Being sm industrious man^ and suc- 
cessful in business, he had the means, as well as 
the inclination, of serving his friends and strangers. 
Frequent opportunities of the latter offered in this 
city, where emigrants from almost every natioa 
in Europe; are oftec^ arriving* 

T 2 
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Sd Month, QGthj I was acccMnpanied by John 
Parish to A. W.\ at whose house we supped and 
spent the evening. A. W. some years since, ac- 
companied J. p. on a religious visit to friends at 

Pynnont^ and was with him in that pkce'wben he 
departed this life^ in the assurance of a happy 
eternity. On A. W.'s return, he had to pass 
through a part of the country occupied by the 
allied army> then engaged in its operations against 
France. He was seized and taken before the 
commanding officer, who took great offence at his 
plain language, and not taking off his bait; aa€^ 
after a good deal of abusive language, struck him , 
to the ground. Afterwards, when A. W. had time 
given him to explain who and what he was, the 
General appeared extremely ashamed of his con- 
duct, and extorted a promise from him, that hf 
would not expose him on account of this cruel 
and unworthy beha\iour towards a peaceable 
stranger. For this reason, in repeating the story, 
he always avoided giving the name of the GeneraL 

After passing the limits of the German lines^ 
he soon came within those of the French army, 
commanded by General Moreau, smd was taken 
before him by some of the soldiers on the (wt- 
posts ; but here he was treated with great kind- 
ncss, and a passport was given him, which enabled 
'him to pursue his journey without fardier molesta- 
tion. About the time that I am writing, General 
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Moreau being exiled to America by the French 
Emperor^ A. W- has had an opportunity of ac- 
knowledging, and of returning his kindness. The 
General has taken up his^ residence about ^Qmilesr 
from Philadelphia, having his wife and fsmiily 
yi/jiik himv Several friends paid a good deal of 
attention to them, on account of his humane and 
generous conduct. Thus this Httle act of genero- 
sity to an unprotected stranger, proved the cause of 
many kind attentions to himself and family, when ' 
the scene was changed, and when he, froih being a 
victorious (General, commanding a powerful army, 
was become an exile in a foreign land. This little 
history affords a useful lesson to men. in power» 

Sd Month, 27 tk,, was employed in writing to my 
iamily smd friends in England; and, with my let* 
ters, I forwarded a number of John Parish'? 
pamphlets on the Slave Trade, at the author's 
lequest. 

Sd Month, QQth. I supped and spent the evetv- 
ing at R. B/is, at Merion, and observed in his^ 
yard a Negro of an interesting countenance. On 
inquiring who he was, H» B. informed me, that a 
few days ago the poor man came up from Dela- 
ware State, and, at the recommendation of his 
brother, H. B. had taken him into his family for 
protection. At the same time he related to me 
the following narrative : — Some time sinqe the 

T 3 
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the f (blowing narrative:.— Some time since Ae 
master of this black slave died^ lea^ng behmd him 
a widow, and one son> a profligate young mm. 
As the master lay on his death-bed^ he called 
this faithful slave to him, and takii^ him by ^ 
hand, told him that he felt fass cad wa^ ftst ap- 
proaching, and that his mistress would have litde 
to depend upon foF her support, e^fcept what she 
might be able to make of his laboui:; and there* 
fore he begged that he would continue to be fiulfc* 
flit to her, after the master should be laid ia the 
silent grave. In a very short time the naastet 
died, and the slave coirtiaued his services 46 his 
mistress, and much to her satis&etion; enaUiBg 
her, for several years, to live comfortably, and also 
to administer to the wants of her profl^ate son; 
so that, under a grateful sense of his worthy Ae 
determined to make diis black man free. And also 
his family, consisting of a wife and three children. 
A writing was accordingly drawn up, and duly 
executed, whereby they were all liberated; and 
the happiness of this family, under these circum- 
stances, may be more easily, conceived than de- 
scribed. Their industry and sobriety, manifested 
whilst in bondage, now had its full effect; and all 
went on happily and comfortably, until the profli- 
gate son, before mentioned, who had by idleness 
and drunkenness reduced himself to extreme ne- 
cessity, conceived the cruel plan of invalidating 
the inuenture which bis spiother had executed^ to 



give ihtf i^ovtky N€g>:o femily .didc Ui^rtjr; woA 
actuaHy" 8old the fatber^ mothei;^ and tiw^ dnaa 
diiUrea^ tef a compaay <^ Gtoifift dave dealers^ 
who were then ia the nei^Uboitfftood They being 
conscious that the young. .i»M had no ri^ thus 
to sell the fam3y,t had detenauned to take them 
away ia the dead of Ihe nighty to preclude tjiie pee* 
sibility of applying Ifo aiq; magistrafls for pfot 
tection. However, the Negso had goit some 
intimation of what was going forwacii^ and, in 
consequence, kept loaded fire arms in hia house, 
being detnrlniBed to shoot any person mbo should 
attempt to bseak into his habiitttion. These pre* 
oaiHionS' being known to ^ slave dfealers^ thefr, 
for some time, did not venture to merest, him ; 
but he and his wife being soon wearied with Uv« 
ing in this state of amxious suspence, consulted a 
fellow Negro, in whom they placed confidence, as 
to their best method of proceeding ; and it waa 
concluded that die whole family ^should leave that 
part of the country,, and settle in Pemsylvania, as 
soon as possible; where they would be out of the 
seach of the slave dealers. No sooner was this 
determination come to, than their perfidious 
friend, for the sake of a trifling reward, went to 
the Georgia slave traders, to betray die whole 
femily into their hands ; and, in the middle of the 
night, they were seized, bound, and forcibly taken 
from their comfortable habitation, in order to be 
put on board a small sloop which lay in the mts^ 
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met, Bear at hand. On comii^ near Ae river^ the 
poor black man, who had been placed on' horse-* 
back| behind one of these Geoi^a nien> soddeuly 
broke loose, and leaping firom die horse, plonged 
headlong into the river, which he quickly swanr 
across, and, getting into the woodsj escaped from- 
hb inhuman pursuers; On* lim occasion, the agi- 
tation of the poor wife and children was- beyond^ 
expression; and lo silence the -shrieks and cries of 
-diis miserable funily,. these unprineipled men beat? 
them unmercifully; and the last which the poor 
Negro man saw of this scene, as he fled into the* 
woods, was their beating his wife upon the head)* 
in the aiost brutal manner. To a- person who has' 
not been an eye-witness to- such scenes, it may ap* 
pear incredible that transactions of so attrocious* 
nature, could occur under a form of government' 
like that of the United States; butP the slavery of 
the Negroes having long^ since been- introducec^ 
the evil consequences resulting from it have not* 
yet been rooted out of the Southern Slates; where 
a warm climate seems to have enervated both the 
bodies and the minds of the white inbabitarits. It 
is, however, to the credit of the people of Pennsyl- 
vania, and the States to the eastward and north*' 
ward of them, that almost every thing in their 
power has been done, to induce their southern' 
neighbours to relinquish the infsunous,. and de* 
basing system of personal slavery ; and there canr 
be scarcely 9 doubt^ if they persevere in their. 
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honourable endeavours^ that tb^ wiU^ in the end, 
be crowned with success. 

In conversation dus evening with Samuel Bryant, 
' a SOD of the Judge of that name, he mentioned 
that Dbctor Franklin was an intimate friend of his 
fiither's, and that in consequence there was a fre- 
quent mtercowse between the two families. 
Amongst a number of anecdotea relating to iht 
Poctor, he recited one, respeetiag his religioul 
opinions, which appeared to me worth. preserving: 
It is as follows:— -At the tiine the Doctor lay 
upon his death-bed, he was visited by a youi^ man 
who had a great respect for his judgment in, all 
things ; and having entertained doubts in his own 
mind, as to the truth of the scriptures, he thought 
that this awful period, afforded a suitable oppor^r 
tunity of consulting the Doctor on diis important 
subject. Accordingly he introduced it in a solemn 

weighty manner, inquiring of the Doctor what 
>vere his sentiments as to the truth of the scrips 
tures. On the question bcang put, although he was 
in a very weak state and near his close, he replied, 
** Young man! my advice to you is, that you culti* 
vate an acquaintance with, and a firm belief in the 
Holy Scriptures; this is your certain interest." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



PToodside^-^Account of Captain H.-^A Substitute far 
Soaip.^^ Yearly Meeting at Philadelphia, ^^ Metiint 
Meeting'Htme, — Violent Tett^e^, — Dna^ul Mi^ 
taere if theOmtitoga IntHans* 

^ of 4th'Monih, 1806. I spent this evening at 
O. J.'s country hou^ne^ in Jhe vicinity of Marion; 
It is a large handsome building, beautifully situ*^ 
ated, and cpmmanding a fine prospect of the 
Delavmre for many miles below Philadelphia; 
The hrmia under the direotioiyof Vkftiet Negro; 
and appears to be well managed. 

^h of 4th Month. I attended Merion meeting; 
asd spent the afternoon at ^¥oodside. This b a 
beautiful spot, commanding a fine view of Phila^ 
delphia and of the country round it> although 
about 5 or & miles distant from ihat city. This 
was formerly the residenee of Governor Mifflin; 
It has since been much improved and beautified) 
at considerable expense by the. present proprietor 
G». A. Yet one of the greatest ornaments about 
the house, is his ^^orthy father-in-law, John Parish; 
Thoi^h far advanced in life, and. grown old in liis 
'' services to the Negroes and Indians, whose steady 
advocate he has been, a long series of years, yet his 
Conversation is still as lively and interesting as that 
of any young person. In the course of the after- 
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fiooii he read over several communicatioiiis he Jiad 
received Irom both Blacks and Indians; some of 
which were iii^ly interesting. 

lOth of 4lh Month. Amongst those of my ac- 
quamtance in Philadelphia^ at whose booses I 
have been generously entertained, was Captain H, 
whom I had seen at Lwerpool. I mention his 
name in this place, to» introduce an account of a 
remarkable preservation which he experienced not 
long ago, attended with some circumstances ge- 
nerally known in Philadelphia :— He bad been for 

r 

some time commander of ,a ship.in the East India 
trade, and .had acquitted himself so much to the 
^satisfaction of his employers, that he was engaged 
to go out again in that trade, as commander of the 
Hindostan, in which tiery large property was em- 
barked. The whole management of the outfit 
had been committed to his care, and every thing 
being liikde ready for th(B voyage, the vessel was 
on the point of sailing. At this period he found 
his mind so oppressed at the prospect of the 
voyage, that he felt himself under the necessity of 
Kequesting the owners of Ae ship, to liberate him 
from his engagement of taking the command; but 
•could assign no other reason than the oppression 
on his mind at the prospect of the voyage before 
him; observing, that he had no apprehension the 
ship would not prosecute her voyage in safety. 
He further stated^ that as far as concerned himself 
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be coifldiiot.fieel'aitttfieJl to take ike^omnaaiistl 
her; tat ceandenng his e^jagemetttB, he ifiras de- 
tennmed to fulfil them asfior as lay ia his power, 
if it was insUted upon. 

The owners, at firsts seemed disposed to enforce 
his compliance ; yet, after a little time of reflection, 
iiftj gave up the point, tiiere being several well- 
qualified Captains ready to supply his place. The 
command of an Indiaman is a situation eagerly 
sought after, being considered the most profitable 
of any in the commercial line, as it afibrds many 
opportunities of malting larger profits than any 
other trade. Another Captain was accordingly 
appointed in the place of Captkin H. and Ae Hin^ 
dostah left Philadelphia, in appearance as fine a 
ship as had of late sailed from that port ; but she 
was never heard of after tkke left the Delaware. 

Thus was Captain H. preserved to his family 
and fiiends, by duly attending to those .urgent, 
tfiough incomprehensible impressions upon his 
mind. Some years afterwards he brought over 
M. R. to Ei^land, on her return from her last 
visit to America. 

4th Monthy 14th, I went to Philadelphia, vrfience 
I transmitted some letters to my friends in Eng« 
land by way of New-York; and, in the aftemoon, 
in company with R. E. we rode over to J. H.% and 
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Sloped and spent the evening at fab house on the 
bank* of the Schuylkil ; where he has a productive , 
farm, which appears to be well managed. The 
road up to the house was planted on each side 
with English quicksets, which appeared to thrive 
better than any I had seen in this country. I un- 
derstand that the winters here are generally too 
sharp for them, so that they rarely answer as a fence. 
However, the native American thorn makes a good 
hedge ; and, in some parts^ of the Delaware State^ 
I have seen it used to considerable advantage. It 
is a much greater ornament to a plantation, than 
either the common worm fence, or that of the posts 
dud rails which generally prevails throughout the 
United States. The farmers object to hedges in 
general, alleging that they harbour birds and ver^* 
min of different kinds^ which injure the crops. 

Ath Month, 1 5th, iQth, and 17 th, were spent at 
Menon and in its neighbourhood. In the economy 
of a family in this countiy, I frequently observed 
^ practice well worthy of imitation, where soap is 
3n expensive article. In maiiy families it is the 
custom to preserve the bones that ar^ collected in ' 
the kitchen after a meal. When a sufficient quan- 
tity is obtained, diey are put into a pan provided 
for the purpose, and some lie, made from wood 
ashes, is poured upon them. The pan being placed 
near the fire; if the lie is of sufficient strength toi 
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"jBoat an egg, it soon e>ctracts all the fat ; and dis- 
solves the gristly parts in the course of a day or two^ 
The bones are then taken out, and the liquor is 
left near the fire, and kept to a gentle boiling heat, 
or near it, another day or two; or until the liquor 
has attained a xopy consistence. It will then 
answer all the purposes of soap ;' and, if a proper 
quantity of -conimon salt be added, it hardens and 
becomes ^real soap. Many families in America 
never use any other kind. 

4th Month, ^Ist. I came to Philadelphia, and 
attended the first sitting of the yearly meeting, 
which began at ten o'clock this morning. The 
number of friends attending was great; but it 
-would be difficult to form a correct estimate of the 
whole ; yet I suppose thet-e were not less than two 
thousand men friends present. One of the door- 

* 

keepers at Arch-street meeting-chouse, where the 
women friends assembled to transact their busi- 
ness^ had the curiosity to count them as they came 
out ; and found that upwards of nineteen hundred 
females had been assembled the^. After open- 
ing the meeting, friends proceeded to answer the 
queries, and went through seven, of tfhem. It 
was pleasant to observe that a large proportion of 
those who attended were young persons; to whom 
many instructive observations were made. After 
an agreeable sitting of about two hours, the meet- 
ing adjourned until the afternoon. Between meet-* 
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iflgs I dined and spent an hour or two very plea* 
santly at John Elliot's^ where I had the company 
of many friend^s from different parts of the Con<^ 
tinent of America* 

In the afternoon I attended the second sitting 
©f the* yearly meeting; when the answerer to the' 
pemauiing queries were read; and several reports 
respecting the establishment of schools^ and the 
instruction of the native Indians^ were brought in^ 
and taken into consideration.^ 

Ath Months Q2d. At nine o'clock T attended^ 
die third sitting of the yearly meeting; After ap- 
pointing a committee to hear and judge of an 
appeal^ the general epistle from the yearly meeting 
in London was read ; and six thousand copies of 
it, were ordered to be piinted and distributed 
through the inferior meetings; Epistles from the 
different yearly meetings- on this* continent were 
also iead« 

After meeting I dined at David Bacon's, in 
company with H. J. a friend who had devoted 
some years to the instruction of the Indians/ in the 
useful arts of civilized life, during which time he 
dwelt amongst them on the banks of the Allegany 
river. From the conversation I had with tlii« 
friend; as well as with others who had given up 
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much of their time to the same purpose, it wiH 

probably be a vrork of dme, requiring a long 

exercise of patience and perseverance^ before the 

Indians can be brought into a state of compTete 

civilization. It has often appeared to me that 

there is a natural wildness and quickness in them, 

'which all the pains or labour of Ae Well-<iisposed 

Vhile inhabitants^ will find it difficult to subdue.. 

However^ there are different degrees of stability 

and'4>rudential care amongst these people, in their 

natural state ; many amongst them paying some 

attention to agricultural pursuits^, and^t ^ summer^ 

providing for the wants of winter; whilst others 

disclrim all thought or care for the future; and 

hold in contempt all their neighbours, who depend 

on any other means for support than hunting.. 

Although friends reside amongst them, they are 

still, at certain times, in the practice of sacrificing 

to idols of their own carving, some of which were 

in the form of an Indian warrior of a gigantic 

stature ; to whom they sacrificed dogs^ &c. 

Notwithstanding this, they hold a tradition diat 

the universe was created, and is supported, by an 

all-powerfiil Being, whom they call the Great 

Spirit; whose influence is felt in every human 

breast, approving for good, and reproving for evil. 

2SJ of4tk Month. At three o\;lock in the after- 
noon of this day we met again, when the minutes 
of the meeting for sufferings were read; the consi*^ 
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deration of which occupied the renuuuuDg part o£ 
this fourth sitting. 

4tk Month, 2Sd. We met again- this morninj^ 
at nine o'clock, it being the fifth sitting; whea^ 
the state of ' the society, as set forth in the 
^uiswers to the queries, was taken into considera- 

tion, and much advice was given QP the subject or 
the deficiencea that appeared.. 

We met ^ain at three o'clock, it being the^ 

• ♦ 

sixth sitting ; when, the report of the state o£ 
West-Town school was read, and several subjects^ 
^relating to that institution were considered. 

4th Month, ^Athi This forenoon, meetings fbr 
worship were held at the three different meeting* 
houses in the city. In. the afternoon, at three 
o'clock, the yearly meeting resumed its business^ 
^is being the seventh sitting. The Committee of 
Appesds brought in their report in the case of 
H. J. who had appealed to the yearly meeting 
against the decision of her monthly and quarterly 
meetings. In the opening of this business, when« 
the appellant was introduced into Ae menV 
yearly meeting, and inquired of by the clerk, if: 
she ccmtinued in the mind to prosecute her ap- 
peal, she, in a beconung manner, replied that she 
came Uiere for that puipose. After a- fais and 
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candid hearing by the committee of the yearly 
meetings appointed from the most impartial part 
of ity this poor woman, vrho had stood as it were 
singte and alone, was Restored to her right of 
membership in the society. 

I believe that meetings for discipline sometimes 
lose their proper weight and authority, by active 
members getting into a cold^ unfeeling manner of 
treating those who may have been brought under 
dealing. Hie habit of constantly speaikihg to 
cases which occur, endangers our getting into a 
customary form ; and the nund, by thb means, 
runs considerable risk of becoming less sensibFe 
of the tendering impressions of the divine influ- 
ence. It is well frequently to remember this great 
truth, that the more closely we attend to this sea- 
soning virtue, the more will our minds be clothed 
v^ith meekness and charity, and we shall tfiereby 
Ibe preserved from doing or saying any thing that 
may have a tendency to irritate Or wound, even 
the smallest delmquent,." 

The business of the appeal bemg- disposed of^ 
tiie propriety of continuing the second day morn- 
ing meeting was enter€d into; on which it was 
agreed, that the meeting should be discontinued^ 
and a minute to that purpose was accordingly made. 
A report from the Committee on Indian Afiuirs^ was 
|>rought in and read^ vntfa a statement of the re-^ 
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ceipts and expeiwiiture of the committee, by wMch 
It appeared that there remained a balance in the 
hands of the treasurer, of about £000l. currency ; a 
part of which sum was ordered to be handed to the 
Delaware tribe of Indians, whose forefathers had 
shown great kindness to Friends, on their first 
landing in this country; the recollection of which 
had great weight on Friends' nands at this time, in 
the distribution of this money. Thus the good 
deeds of the forefathers of this tribe of Indians, 
were visited upon their children's children, some 
of whom stood in great need of the assistance now 
afFonfed, and to whom it would be very usefid in 
providing husbandry utensils, 8ic. &g. I observed 
that friends were generally careful not to hand 
their presents in money; but preferred sending 
them various kinds of tools both for husbandry 
and carpenters' work; and they would also, oft 
some occasions, hire a workmaa to pu.t them in 9 
way of using their tools. 

After the close of this sitting, a firiend informed 
me that he had a prospect of removing to the 
Ohio, and shewed me two certificates of lands he 
had purchased in that State, said to be of excel- 
lent quality, for which he engaged to give 1 Is- Sd. 
per acre, to be paid by instalments at two, three, 
md four years. TTie number of friends who have 
emigrated into that State, in the course of the last 
few years, is said to exceed 800 families; and their 
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increase still contiiiued to be so great/ that &e 
establishment of a neW yearly meeting in those 
partSi began to be s^iously thought of. 

4th Month, 25th. I attended the eighth sittiag 
of the yearly meeting, which began at ten o'clock 
this momingy and the whole of it was employed 
in die consideration of the report brought in b> 
file committee Appointed to rf^vise the discipline... 

« 

In the afCeileK)On we met ligM]% at three o'clocki^ 
fceii^ the ninth siting, and proqefeded in the con-^ 
Ai^mtioii x>f tke report ot* the ciooafenittee on the 
tmmw of the disciplme> 

4th Sfdnthf 9&h. We met 9gsm at nine o^clock^ 
being die t$nih silting. Friends were occupied^ 
dttring the whole ^e on die revision of th^ difrr 
^ipliive, but chiefly on the subject of using and 
dealing in spiritous liquoss, and of friends keeping 
inns. Much was said to discourage the practice, 
on account of Ihe exposed ntaaitioa of the families 
of thotie engaged in this line of busisfiess. On the 
Other hand, it appeared to so^e, Aat were 'all 
ifms in the hands of steady, ccinsistent friends, it 
i^ould be a gr^at blessing to any country, and 
would have a tendency Considerably to check thai, 
torrent of profligacy and dissipation, whi<di toQk 
generally prevaUs in inns And ta^vcicns. 
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We met again at three o^clock in the afternoon^ 
it being the eleventh sitting; "when the meeting 
proceeded in its deliberations on the revision of 
the discipline. 

Ath Morah, Q,7th. The first day of the week I 
attended the North Meeting in the forenoon ; and 
in the a^emoon, that held in Market-street. At 
the latter, R. M^ a friend from the neighbour- 
hood of New-York, in the course of his testimonji 
explained the difference between the terms wis- 
dom and knowledge; the former embracing not 
only the knowledgie of what is right, but also the 
practice of it ; for this only, he said,, was true 
wisdom* On the odier hand, how 4fnany, alas ! 
are possessed of the knowledge of what is right 
and good, but fall short in firmness and iptegrify 
to uphold and practice it. This, he said^ was 
knowledge, but not wisdom* 

4th' Month, 9Sth. This morning, at nine o'clock^ 
I attended the twelifth sitting of the yearly meet- 
ing ; the fore part of which was occupied in the 
further discussion of die report of the committee 
on the revision of the discipline ; and some altera- 
tions were finally agreed upon, and others were 
left for further consideration next year. 

The meetmg then proceeded to the reading 
and consideration of several epistles addressed to- 
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differei^t yearly meetings on this continent; and*aIso» 
of one to the yearly meeting in London ; which^ with 
some small alterations^ were approved and adopted. 
After a solemn pause, and a prayer to the Divine 
Being, the meeting concluded its twelfth sitting, 
and the last for this year. 

5th Montkj 2rf. I attended Merion week-day 
meeting, and spent the afternoon pleasantly in- 
company with R. J. and H. B. whom I assisted 
in planting several paper-anulberry trees, on thc> 
vacant ground near the meeting-house, which wer^*^ 
intended to be a shade for friends'^ fiorSes in 
Ihe summer season. Tliere is generally a plot of 
ground 'round the country meeting-houses xik^ 
America, sometimes of several acre9> planted with 
shady trees, under whictt the horses and carriage 
of friends stand, during meeting time, and whiclb 
forms a most interesting piece of scenery^ 

5th Monthj Sd. At Merion I this day received' 
letters from Qiy wife and children dated the l4th 
of 2d Month, giving accounts of their welfare- 
Persons who have never removed from their 
native country, can hardly conceive the pleasure 
that ig derived from the correspondence of near 
connexv>us when separated from them in a distant 
land. 

5th Month, 4th, I attended Merion meeting it 
being 1st day, and afterwards had the company of 
JI..S. and A. K. of Philadelphia to dinner. Thes^ 
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^o Toung men were both of them descendants of 
Crerman parents who had left their native country, 
in order to enjoy the blessings of religious liberty 
in this land ; a privilege which neither the Em- 
vperor, nor the petty Princes of Germany^ had 
^he good sense or the policy to allow. 

5ih Month, Qth, T%b day was . remarkably 
^mpestuous ; and in the evening there was so 
great a light over the cities of Philadelphia and 
West Chester^ that they appeared to be on fire ; 
and next morning we r-eceived accounts, that in 
Philadelphia SO good houses had been burnt down 
in. a central part of the city, and that in West 
Chester two large ships were burnt. Within about 
two miles of -my lodgings, the same evening/ a 
powder mill was blown up, and one person* who 
'had the management of it, lost his life by the ex- 
plosion. Not many days before the accident, 
Ibeing well acquainted with the man, I had som^ 
conversation with him* on the danger of his oc- 
cupation ; but the great wages he received out- 
weighed all apprehensions of his clanger, and he 
seemed to have made up his mind to continue the 
^employment, notwithstanding he had before iieen 
Mown up, and narrowly escaped destruction, with 
ihe loss of one eye, and the use of several of his 
Angers. So many dreadful accidents happening 
nround us at the same time called forth serious 
luid awful reflections. 
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• 5th Month, lOth. Being invited by one of the 
proprietors^ J accompanied him to the ruina of the 
powder mill which was yesterday destroyed; when 
I saw the remains of the poor man, who had lost 
his life by the explosion. His whole appearaace 
was too shocking to be described; The afflicted 
widow, who was a young woman, and several 
«maU chUdria,, Stood weeping round him. 

6th Month, nth. This afternoon I spent at 
R. J.'s. Whilst here, a drove of cpws passed by on 
their way to Philadelphisr maricet; one of them a 
' handsome looking heifer, with a fine calf by her 
side, attracting R, J«'s attention, he bought them 
bodifor^L 12s. 

&th Month, 9/7th. I had the company of R. J. 
to tea this afternoon, who presented me with an 
account of a most extraordinary persecution that 
was carried on in the year 1763, against the last re- 
inaining part of a particular tribe of Inndians. 
This tribe, from their residing at Conestoga, were 
' called the Conestoga Indians. On the first arrival 
of the English in Pennsylvania, they sent messengers 
to welcome them, with presents of venison, com, 
and skins ; and entered into a treaty of friendship 
with William Penn. Hus treaty had been since 
frequently confirmed, and had never been violated^ 
either on the part of the Indians or the Eii^Iish, 
until the time tiiat these cruel transactions took 
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iplttce. 'Itlias alimys been observed diat Indians^ 
•settled 'in tbe neighbourhood of -white people, coin 
'tinually rdtminish ; and this tribe had dwindled 
irway till there remained in the village nq more 
«tban ^cven men, five women, and eight children. 
*Of these, Shebeas, who was a very old man, had 
assisted at the treaty with William Penn in the 
•year ITOl, had ever ainqe continued a iaidiful 
*iend of the English, and bore the character of 
-an exceedingly good man; for, considering his 
extraetion, he ^as naturally of a most kind and 
^benevolent temper. This lijttle remnant of Indians 
were in the constant practice of addressing ievery 
•new Grovernor of the Province, and they ac- 
cordingly presented an address to John Penn, a 
-new^Govemor, on his arrival ; assuring him of their 
'fiddity, and praying 'for a continuance of that 
'favour and protection they had hitherto experienced* 



'address was scarcely presented, when the 

'fcorrible catastrophe occurred, vi'hich I am about to 

"relate. 'In the townships of Paxton and Done* 

gal, in the county of Lancaster, a number of peo- 

:^e, 4K:Utated by ^ wildest religious enthusiasm, 

in ifrhf<th Ihey • were encouraged by some fiirious 

^seal6ts 'amongst, their preachers, conceived the 

notion 'that they ought to extirpate the heathen 

'from tlie- earth, as Joshua did some nations of old; 

' that Aey themselves, as Saints, might possess the 

fend. -Fired with this dreadful kind of zeal, on 

X 
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ihe 14th of die 12th Month, 1763, ,37 men weU 
mounted, and armed with firelockSji hatchets, and 
hangers, came down from the two before^mentionejl 
townships^ and, surrounduig the little Indian vil- 
lage at dawn .of dsLy, broke in upon the inhabitants 
;all at ouce, and fired upon, stabbed, and hewed in 
pieces .the poor defenceless creatures who hap- 
pened to he, in their huts ; among them the good 
pld Shebeas was hewed in pieoes in bis bed. The 
daughter of the yenemble Shebeas, who for several 
years pasjt had devoted her time to waiting upon 
her beloved father, was also slain. After taking 
oflF the scalps of those that were thus murdered, and 
setting fire to the village, the n^urderers mount^ 
their horses sind rode aw^y; disappointed in npt 
having found all the Indians at home, 14 out of the 
20 being absent. It is not, perhaps, in the power of 
Jan^age to express the feelings of the remaining 
14 Indians, some of whom were little children, on 
their return to the village, when they beheld the 
mangled remains of their nfi.ftr and dear connexions, 
and saw their habitatio^s a heap of smpjting ruins. 

• 

The Magistrates of Lancaster, hearing pf what 
had past, came over and took the. survivors under 
their protection, doing all in their power to coo- 
aole them; and, taking them by the hand, led thepi 
to J^ncaster; where, for their greater security, 
they lodged them in a strong stoue building in t^ie 
towtt; in which they were supposed to be in pear- 
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feet safety. The Governor, John Penn, iriime-^ 
diately issued a proclamation^ enjoining all officers 
both civil and military, to assist in bringing to 
justice the perpetratoris of this horrid outrage. 

The remaining 1 4 Indians continued in the housd^ 
provided for them in Lancaster,^ in the centre of 
the city, unconscious of danger, till the 27th of 
Ae 12th Month, being 13 days from the time their 
village had been destroyed. On that day a com-^ 
pany of men, 50 in number, welt* mounted ancT 
tinned, f ode hastily into Lancaster) ndade the best 
of their way to the hous^ where the poor Indians' 
were lodged; with violence broke open the door/ 
and with fury in their countenances rushed in upon 
Aese unarmed and defenceless creatures.- The In- 
dians seeing no protection nigh^ nor any possibility 
of escape, immediately divided into their little 
families ; the affrighted x^hildren clinging to their 
distressed parents% In unutterable anguish they 
fell upon their kuees> protesting their love to the^. 
'English people, and that^.in their whole lives, they 
had never done them any injury. While thus im* 
ploring mercy of these hard-hearted men, they 
wiere, without distinction, hewn down with hatchets, 
and, in a few moments, were all laid lifeless on the 
floor; a deplorable mstance amongst many others^ 
of what a pitch of wickedness the mind of mai^ 
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may be brou^t to, when actiDg under wrcttig bik- 
pressions of imagined religious zeaK This cruel 
massacre vras completed in one of die largest, in-* 
land towns in America, vst Ae broad fiice o£ day, 
and in so public a manner, that after the commission 
c^' thb s^ocious murder, the miscreants air came 
out and stood at the door of the house, besnteared 
trith blood; gave three loud hnaszas, mounted dieiir 
horses, and rode away. Notwilhstaiiding this pub- 
licity, and a prooiamatiDa by> John P^n&y the Go* 
vernor, offering a reward of 200 h for the discovery; 
of any of them, yet such was the dread in wludt 
they were held^ that aooie of tibem were brongllfe 
to Justice. 



CHAPTER XIV, 

Dtmkers -^A Barn-^ Piazzas '^Management of Sheep"^ 
Merion-^EcHpse of the Snn'-^Sutnmer IDress^-'James 
Simpson^Shad Fishery^ Bte-eater — Wild Grapes —- 
Crab Cyder — Hogs — Fire Flies, — Taper-Mills — ^ 
Chesnut Trees^^Harvest-^Ancknt Deed'^J, Rowlands 
'Wood Fdling. •^Indian Corn, 

Gih Month, Qthy 1^06. f attended" the Valley 
meeting, at \ytuch.I noticed some of the Dunkersv 
They are a religious society >vho make a point of 
never taking off the beard. I observed a comely 
looking young man, whose beard had so luxuriant 
a. growth, that it spread a considerable way over 
kis breast, and., gave him a very patriarchal ap* 
pearance. At the close of the meeting several 
friends invited me to their houses, but. being pre- 
viously engaged, I accompanied M. R'. and dined 
with him< After dinner he shewed me his barn, 
stables, &c. which are the most complete I have 
Sieen either in England or* America*. The bam is 
of stone and stands on descending ground, having. 
a south aspect. It is about 40 yards in length by 
IX) in breadth, and 9 yards high in front. Along 
Ae north side of the barn is a range of vaults 
-wbich communicate with it, and are on the same 
level with the barn. The centre vault, which comr 
i^uaicates with the cow-house, is fitted up as a 

X 3 



t 

4 



# 

dairy; and th^ other vaults are made use of fo 
preserve roots, 8cc. for t!ie cattle, such as beets, 
carrots, turnips, potatoes, pumpkins, &c. As the 
carriage-road into the barn runs over the vaults, 
as high as the topmost floor of the bam, the vaults 
are preserved cool in the summer, and free from 
the frost in whiter. The vrh<rfe of the gromid 
floor of the bam being set apart for stables and 
cow-houses, as is commonly the case with bams 
in PerniB^lvanifl, there k accdmmodatioQ for a 
great number of horsed aiid cows. Along the 
front of the bam, about 8 feet from the ground, a 
wooden staged projects about six feet from the 
wall, inclosed ovefhetid tva or #eveti feet faigli, and 
also at the ends and side, formhig a gallery the 
length of the bnilding ; having teveral communi- 
cations or 4oor-\^ys out of the baiii in^o it. In 
the floor of this gallery are several trap doors, 
through lA^hich they throw fodder for the catde into 
the yard during the winter months. It 1$ obvious 
that an appendage of this sort must be very useful 
in a farm-yard, as it also affords ^ comfortably 
shelter to the cattle from rain and snow. 

In the afternoon M. R. accompanied me to my 
cousin W. B.'s, and, in our way, we passed over 
the ground occupied by the American /.rmy under 
General Washington, as an entrenched camp, 
during the war. Tlie remains of the entrench- 
meqts/ are still visible, although the scite is again 
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beewf» u tikiek \food; so i^ftpid ui regetaitiovt in 
dab psurt o£ the worUL 

After fording Ae Scfaii^Ikill^ ii«btdi ier liere hroacl 
Mild shallow^ baviat^ sevc<^ idanob ia it aorctei 
untb'lofty trees, we C9s»i «pon W. B/s pIsmMioiiy 
«nd SOCHI alberw»rd» nnidied his babiMioM. We 
found Ae family sittittg in die shade of the piasza, 
in the front of the houst^ where we jonied them 

in fakii^ tea, wad eojojed the fireshnes* of the 
breeze, and a beantifol poi^ect of a gr^at pait 
f>f the couatry betweeii hia house and Philadelphia^ 
a distance ef about 20 nilea ^ and in the plea^ 
tantest part of Penn^iraaia. The pririlege of 
sitting under the diade of these piazzas, enjoying 
the fresh air in the afternoons and evenings, fully 
tompensates for any inconveni^ice that is suffered 
iirom the heat, in the wannest part of the day. 
These piazzas are oommonly six feet wide with 
boarded floors. On seeing families seated in them 
in their tranquil summer evenings, it constantly 

4 

reminded of the patriarchs of old, sitting at the 
4oonB of their tents in the cool of the day. 

dth Month, 1 UA, was pleasantly spent at the house 
of a relation; and it was gratiifying to find that he 
was pa^^ing considerable attention to his flock of 
dieep, also that his labours were in a fair way oif be- 
ing crowned with success. Hitherto the farmers 'm 



S48 TRAVELS nr ^ 

this part of the world, have paid but little attentiou, 
to their sheep, suffering the butchers to select 
the best formed for the market, leaving the most 
ordinary for stock. The natural consequence of 
such a plan was that the breed continually dege^ 
aerated. Against this mode of proceeding n^ 
relation had the good sense to remonstrate, md to 
reserve for stock the be9t part of his flock. . The 
beneficial effects of this plan are so manifest, that 
I have no doubt the neighbouiing: farmers will be 
induced to follow his example. I think,! have 
before noticed how fond the cattle ^re ^f salt in 
these parts. At the fixuat of the house is a beai>* 
tiful lawn of maay aeres, gently descending tiv 
wards the Schuylkill, in which nearly 100 sheep 
were feeding; and so partial were they to sal^ 
that I have seen the girls go amongst them with a 
handful of it, and by scattering a little amongst 
ifaem, entice the whole flock up to.the house., 

6th Month, 12/Ai la coming- down to Philar 
delpbia, I noticed that the turnpike-road crosseff 
a fine vein of marble, which> at a> little distance, is 
worked to great advantage. 

6th Month, l4tK. i attended a meeting at 
Merion, of which public notice had been given, 
en account of James Simpson, a Minister,^ M'ho 
intended being there. In» consequence the house 
was well filled; chiefly by persons of other persns;* 



aibiis;. stmoogwt tfa^n^ weoe one Senator, four 
Judge9> and four Magistrates,, who air behaved in; 
a becoming maimer. This friend is far advanced 
in years, and much esteemed by friends in Phila- 
delphia afid the neighboiiirhood ^ yet he fellowa' 
the occupation of a bvoom-^maker, and frequently 
comes doyvn to that city in a handsome little car- 
riage, loaded with his manufiictures. Aithougb^ 
9 broom-maker mi^ be accounted a mean occu- 
pfttioawith some men, yet few pastors stand' highei^- 
in the estimation of their flocks than he does. 

6ih Utonih, l6^h. This day was remarkable for 
Hn almosit total eclipse of die smr. About eleven' 
o'clocfe in the forenoon,. I passed along die road 
from my lodgings to H. B.'s, when all seemed ar 
quiet as at midnight ; some stars appearing, and 
the birds being gone to roost. Although not so 
dark as it commonly is in the night, yet there was 
something awful in the stillness and appearance of. 
the scene, there being scarcely a breath of air 
stirring. The portioa of the sun that was visible, 
was only about a 24th part, and it cast a faint 
glimmering light through the leaves of the trees, 
the shadows of which appeared like shell-work 
upon the ground. 

Oili Month, Q6ih. The weather now befcoming 
warm, I had noticed several little boys and girls 
come to the meeting at Merioii, without shoes and 
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Stockings^ although in other respects \ireU dressed ; 
a number of men friends also, in ike upper seats, 
sat without coats and stockings, having long cot- 
ton trowsers which came down to their shoe tops. 
One young man who sometimes appears in the* 
ministry acceptably, had on a striped, cotton jackelt 
and trowsers, and a drab hat. Although these 
sippearances in dress are not familiar to an English^ 
man, yet habit soon.reconcilesus to them. And a. 
person who has not experienced it, can. hardly con- 
ceive how pleasant a light dress is in these warm« 
climates, as, at every motion, the limbs are so free 
froHv obstructions. After a long warm summer, 
when die cold weather first comes on, the incum?^ 
brance of heavy clothing is much greater than, 
might be expected.. 

6tk MoTiih, QStR. Tliis evening I was fn com- 
pany with James Simpson, he still continuing his 
religious visits in this neighbourhood. I have aF- 
ready meutioned this friend with respect, but to 
describe him completely would be a difficult task ; 
as it may be truly said that ia person and dress, as 
well as in the manner and subject of his ministry, 
he is truly an original.* In his external appear- 
ance, Itke is thin and upwards of six feet high, his 
visage is very long, and his face of an Indian com- 
plexion, with small, quick eyes corresponding, 
and, to appearance, he may be about 80 years 



f. Heis since' deceased^ 
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^ age- In the gallery he commonly wears a daiic 
coloured cotton cap, fitting closely to his head, 
and over his shoulders a long dark coloured cloak. 
Notwithstanding his singular appearance, be is not 

less remarkable in his manner when exercised in 
die gallery. He uses considerable action and 
gesticulation, and his testimonies, in general, are 
almost a continual exposition of the Mosaic 
Law, with references to the counterpait in the 
Oospel dispensation, which he explains in a way. 
•that I never heard equalled, and with a voltibility 
6{ expression, and quickness of recollection, that 
are astonishing to a stranger* 

# 

'6th Month, QQth. I this morning paid a visit 
to J. J. and his wife, at their habitation. Thb 
family, with many others I liave met with, contra- 
•dict a notion which prevails in England, " That 
^e Americans are generally short lived/^ The 
liusband is in his 95th year, and his wife in ber 
'SQth year. One of her sisters is of the same age, 
■and another sister is in Tier B5th year ; and all of 
them may, from every appearance, live some years 
ionger. J. J. told me, that he had often heard his 
father speak of his having seen the foundation laid 
x>{ the first house that was built in Philadelphia ; 
iuid I underwood that he was one of William . 
Penn's most intimate friends. 

I spent this evening at B. J.'s country residence. 
This house; which id substantial and well built^ 



and Mulshed in an e:iy>£nsive Tmanner^ - stands -^m 
a rimng ground just above the Falls .of the Schuyl- 
lilly oo^nmanding a fine prospect of Philadelphia 
and the river Delaware, both above .and below 
that city, being only about four miles distant. 
The ,proiy>ect embraces many beautifid counti|y 
I'esidences on«very hand. B. J. had Jately made 
a purchase of the house and 3& acres of land 
adjoining. In this ^purchase was -also f included a 
good farm-house, ^vf'uh ran orchard, garden, out- 
houses, and a cottiige cor twoi Jn one .of these 
jcatt^ges, close by the falls, a rfami^y. resides, Miho 
are employed by B. J. in the bookbinding busi' 
ness. The situation is as pleasant as can well be 
•Conceived. 

. At this ,part of the rlyei;, the Shad Fisheipr 
is prosecuted with great ispirit in -the .early 
part of summer. Almost every farmer who h^p- 
. ,peus to have. a field on the .banks -of tiie river, 
keeps a net for this .purpose; and, \vith a little 
industry, m^y, in the course of two or three weeks, 
lay up a supply for the whole jear. The fish aie 
salted, and are brought out, throygh the winter, as 

a; relish at breakfast aud supper. 

« 

I have sometimes stood by in the evening- watch- 
ing the peo^lctaking titesefish. Tbenet* useH-are 
about 50 or 60 yards in length, and abotrtBfeerin 
width ; the lower side being weighted- with Jead^ and 
the, upper side supported with .pieces ofcoxk. Gac 



4ad d the net ia fixed firm to a stake on the edge 
of the river, whilst tlie other end is takea out in z 
small boat towards die other side. After getting 
to the extent el tt^ the bout is rowed down the 
river, bringing the end of the net with it, and 
at length k cbmes to land, at littfe below the stake 
to whidi the other end of the net ia festened; 
fesming a circttlar indosur^ Wtdua which die fish 
are seciMed*: As the net approadies the bank of 
the rifer, the fishes are seen stintgglmgiB all di« 
reetieMs ; tiH at last they are brought dose to the 
shore, ^^ben they are quickly gathered np, and- 
dirowti iikto die boat. Several hundreds are, at 
times, taken at one draught; but asjhe fishing is 
continued through the night, during the season, the 
ftriAien often think themselves well pkiA wi^ £Q 
or iO, as tbty wei^ aU>ottt 5 {lOundB eaeh. 

< 

In die early fBMt of the siNisoo, I think the shad 
is nearly equal to tponf. Although the praetice 
of eating it at breakfast and supper, is not com* 
mon in England, I soon found myself very par- 
tial to ditt shad at breakfast, with oofibe and toast^ 
it being first nkely broiled over the hot embers of 
a-woodfire* 

7th MojOh, tst. In walking this day, I db- 
serred die people tk> be geReraUy engaged in reap- 
ing Imdeyt ^'riieat^ and rye* The farmers here 
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get in Uieir*harVest widi little difficulty^ in conBe* 
quence of the clear settled weather which generally 
prevails during their long summers. -Unsound 
grain is a thiiig scarcely .evtoJieard^f* 

7(A Monihf iQd. I spent the afternoon and 
drank tea at H. B/s. H» bee^hives Jutviiq^ been 
considerably annoyed by a bird, called the Bee^ 
eater, he took^ut bis fowling-fiieee, and shot one 
of them^ and on opening the craw, we found 
many . bees "which it had devoured. So destructive 
are.these birds, that a nest of them would destrc^ 
several hives in thexourse of .a summer^ if left 
undisturbed. 

Sth MohA, Sd. I attended die Preparative 
Meeting at Merion, and in the evening had a 
pleasant v^k to Dr. H.'s. A considerable part 
of the road leading to his house, is lined v^fth 
cedar, sasafras, shumack, sweet xhesnut, &c. &C 
but what has aonost sii^ular and pleasing effect 
is, that most of ifae higher tsees ave entirely oyer- 
gro^wn with vines, wdiich spread over them with 
gl^at luxuriance ,; and, when the grapes are ripe^ 
present a very inviting appearance, lliey are of a 
small black kind, and very pleasant to the palate, 
particularly in pies and tarts ; in which, according 
to my taste, they exceed almost every odier kind 
of fruit. They are often preserved in Jars, fwr 
t}iis purpose; to be used in winter. Some of the 
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best Mrme I ever tasteci^ was made from this kiad 
of grape. , 

Tlh Months 5th\ was employed in business at 
Philadelphia^ where I dined with my hospitabfe 
fiiends J, and A* W. In the; evening I'paid the 
bride*s vbit to S. N. She was the relict' of tile 
late W« S. and is a worthy friend. T* N. her 
hnsKand,' having been a kind iwd "intimate friend of 
W. S/s, had been appointed' by .him as his exe- 
cutor. Being of an open generous (tispositioni 
and possessing amply Ai^ means to indulge such 
an inclination^ after waitmg a suitable time^ he 
made the widow an offer of marriage; which was 
in due- season accepted. Thus hie may at once, 
fill tlfe character of Eusband/ and fulfil the trust re- 
posed in him by his deceased friend. I have heard 
T. N. mention^ that he left England intbhis parents, 
when about four years -old, and that he- had no 
recollection of any thing in* that country, except, 
the skylai'k, which he well remembered to havo 
beard singing in tfi^e air; This friend iar one amongst 
many I have known in this country who have 
emigrated from' England, and have been success- 
ful in business ; but who are seldom heard of in 
tbeir native land. 

^th Month f Gih. After attending meeting, I 
accompanied R. J, to his brother J. J.'s where 

Y 3. 
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y^e drank tea. Before yve left hb boiise^ lie gave 
us a taste of his cyder, made from a species of 
apple, called the V irgiaia crab, the produce of hb 
own jorchard. It was superior to any liquor I have 
ever tasted of the kind: indeed I have seldom drank 
a glass of wine equal to it, either iis to body or 
'flavour* 

Afterward* we called upon D« J. an ancient 
friend, whose parents were amongst the first set- 
tlers of this province. In the evening we called 
upon J. Z. a friend whose progenitors came froni 
Germany. On my noticing a number of fine ho^ 
in his orchaid, which appeared very attentive to 
the fall of the fruit, he told me that he annually 
^brought up about 20 of them, which derived a 
great part of their support from peaches, s^ples, 
&c. during the day ; and, in the evenings and 
mornuigs, they were supplied with milk from his 
dairy. As he made a considerable quantity of 
butter for the Philadelphia market, the old milk 
and butter milk went in ^d of the fruit in the 
orchard, to bring forward the hogs, which are 
flitted with Indian core, at die dose of die year, 
to a large size. 

7th Month, 7 th. In the evening we called upon 
II. B. who was engaged amongst his reapers in 
the wheat field. He calculated that his produce 
this year would be 30 bushels of wheat per acre i 
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n increase which must pay the farmer welly 
where the land, generally speaking, is rented at 
lOs. an acre per annum; there being no tithes,., 
and the taxes ^imoundng. to scarcely 1 s. pier acre* . 

ythMoHthf 9ih. . Therevemng beii^ serene and 
{pleasant,. . I took a., walk . in company with ous 
neigbbouTMR. B. and visited, soma of the neighs 
bowing families. Although this may be deemed 
the. hottest season .of . thejear^ .Lfound no incon* 
venience fromt the ^Eerctse -of walkuig, but it 
must ibe remembered that our clothing was very 
hght In passing jdong we were entertained with 
the appearanccof great quantities of 6re flies, in. 
the fields> and woods aroundtua.- They had th« 
appearance of immense quantities of bright sparks 
of fire, .flying in all directions amongst the grass 
and com, as well as the leaves and boughs x>f tbt 
loftiest trees. 

7th Month, I5th. Having been several times 
Undly invited, I dined with P. W. a respectable 
paper-maker in. the n^ghbouiiiood of Merion^ 
where I ; spent the^ afternoon, pleasantly. Tho 
situation is beautifully romantic, being in a deep 
narrow valley, the steep hills on each side of which 
are covered with wood.. The mill which would 
be considered as an extensive one'cven. in Ei^Iand, 
is almost wholly employed ia. making writing and 
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printing paper^ with lar^ fpiantkies of ^wfaidi h% 
imppiies the prinlen imd stalaofiUrs m Vishddfkasi. 
Paring the, visit he gave ine a litde bistorj of bis 
life. About 20 yetas agOj being diea 1£ pears of 
age^ he left MeatZy his native place in Germany, 
accoRipamed by his fether, Mrho died on the pas- 
sage Co Ais country. Being of that ckuss «€ emi- 
grants called redemptioners already mentioned, 
P. W. on die arrival of the ship in the Delaware,, 
was hired by Henry Drinker, aid was employed 
about the house as a waiting b«y, and assistant to 
the girls in the kitchen. Afker i^endii^ nearly 
four years in this family, dnd having ac^ired the 
English language, he had Ibe good sense to dn^ 
cem, that it would be more to his interest to be 
taught some manufacture ; and requested I9^ty 
of his master to be put appi>entice to a paper*^ 
maker, which was readily gmnted, akhongh hia 
first indenture was not yet expired. After having 
obtained a knowledge of the manufacture of paper^ 
he, by industry and care, acquired siiffici^it pro- 
perty and credit to enable him to begin business ; 
\i hich he h^ now, for several years, carried on to 
advautagel I never was in a paper -miH whei« 
the business was managed with more neatness and 
ord^r. As I sat in the house it was pleasant to 
reflect on such an instance of successful industry. 
He has a rising family of healthy looking children 

about him^ with an amiable . wife 9nd seveial 
sisters. \ 
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In petarning to ny lodgings, I had die 
to take (he dinensions of a chesDnt tree, of At 
sweet kind, vAidi «(ood by ike amy side ; aai 
found it more dian 07 feet in circumference;, aid 
its thickneBS continiied in a regular proportion to 
the height 6f about seven yavds, which ..was the 
fengib of the bole^ ijear of )hrandies. 

7e& iUoR^ 16th. I have noticed for aday or 
two past, that the harvest for wheats rye, and 
barley, is entirely over, not having continued more 
than two weeka. The aerene and settled weather 
generally prevalent here, with ^e practice of work 
people of all descf^tions turning into the harvest 
fieki, makes short work of it. It is not ^cuatomary 
here, as » Eaglaady for the wome^ to worit 
in t^ harvest field «t all. In this neighbouihiood 
the blacksmiths^ wfaeetwrigbis, weavers, tv^lors, 
&c. 2(c. aU shut np Ibeir shops Id assist the iai^ 
mers. 

7th Month, QOth. I attended M erion meeting, 
and in the afternoon visited an ancient friend of 
the nfame of. Mary Price, who, although upwards 
dpf 80 years of age, generally wdks about a mile to 
meeting; and, considering her years^ continues to 
be an active^ lively woman. At her house I was 
shewn a d^ of conveyance, of five thousand acres 
of land, the purchase-money for wiiich was one 
bnndred pounds, reserving a qutHreat ta WiHiam 
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Penn and his heirs, of 1 s. per acre. The same 
land, where inclosed, now sells for 12 1. per acre> 
being a six hun<bed fold advance in the course of 
IdO years, on the intrinsic value of the land.' Tlie 
above-mentioneil deed* yim$ a conveyance from 
CSiarles Uoyd, and a female of the name of 
Davies, to a person of the name of Humphreys^ 
TThis deed is in the hands of M. P.'s daughter- 
in-law, wto is a descendant, of tbo^ Lloyds^, of 
SoUehran. 

9th Month, filsf, was employed in writing t<» 
my wife and finnily, when I informed them of mj 
intention of sailii^; for England, in Ae John 
Morgan, Captain Bunker, with whom I. was MreU 
acquainted, and whom * I knew to be a skilful} 
careful seaman ; but notwithstanding my intentions^ 
1 was prevented, by unforeseen circumstances^ 
from sailii^ in> this ship;- for which I have reason 
to be thankful, as in her voyage to England sfab 
•truck upon a rock in the night, on &e coast of 
die Isle of Man, and was lost; 

7th Month, 9,2d. I had a pleasant walk to tite 
Falls of the Schuylkill, having business to transact 
with a person there. On my way diitber, I was 
informed of the decease of Joshua Rowland, an 
amiable young man^ of Lewis-Town, near the 
mouth of the Delaware. Although not more 
than 25 years old, his hsa will be severely fdt by 
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the black people in that neighbourhood. He had 
been an ardent and steady friend to that oppressed 
jrace^ and the nieans of rescuing many of them 
from a state of slavery, who had been cruelly 
forced into bondage, by a set of unprincipled 
men, from the Oeorgias, who sometimes hover 
about this part of the Delaware State and Mary- 
land, and carry off whole families of free Negroes 
in the night. They take ihem on board smaH 
vessels, in tbe^ neighbouring creieks, and so ship 
them off to &e Georgias and Carolinas, where 
^ey are isold to the plsuiters. 

I have seen several of the black people whom 
he had rescued and sent up to his brother-in-law, 
Henry Bowman. The latter had procured them 
situations in the interior of Pennsylvania, out of 
- the reach of these barbarous men. Not long ago, 
a mother, with seven children, was thus carried - 
off, in the dead of the night, from his neighbour- ' 
hood. This flagrant act deeply excited J. Row- 
land's attention; and, after ridbg nearly one thou- 
sand miles, he was enabled to rescue the whofe 
family, and bring them safe home to their native 
place, although they had been dispersed and sold 
into vsu-bus hands, by the kidnappers, in different 
paits of Geoi^ia. 

A very shori time back, Ikis excellent yomig 

man was taken ill of a fever, wUch, notwith- 

• standing every help was afforded him, made Jtt^ 
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regular jet rapid a progress, that, in a fewd&ys 
ail hopes of his recovery were at an end. Through 
the whole, his mind vras preserved 'calm and se- 
rene, and, when sensible that the closing period 
of time was at hand, he requested that his, 
domestics might be called into th» room. These 
consisted' of two white servants, two Negro 
boys, and a little orphan girf, whose mother had 
been many years a nurse in the family, out of 
respect to- whom, he supported and educated the 
child. Tiie mind* may conceive the situation 
and feelings of this little group,- yet I ami*eady (o 
believe it -is impossible- for the gen to describe it,. 
After a, short but awful pause, he. addressed eac}i 
of them in the language and accents of . a fathec; 
for indeed as a parent he bad always conducted 
himself towards them*. Having communicated to 
them counsel and advice, suited ta their several 
states and conditions, he gQntly turned his face 
from them, and quietly resigned himself, and left tfa^ 
world without a sigh or struggle; a bright example • 
of faithfulness to his Divine Mastec, and a more 
intelligible exposition of this Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, than whole volumes of controver^. 

7th Month, 2Sd and 24th. I continued at mgr 
lodgings at Merion, making some^ arrangements 
for my return to England; 

I have sometimes noticed how expert the people 
of America are with the saw and the axe^ and aa 
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«n inststlice of their dexteriQ:, I may mention what 
a very respectable millwright^ whose veracity may 
b^' relied on, diis* day told me. He ^aid that him* 
self and one assisl^t had cut down, inooeday^ 
S5 forest trees, of which a considerable ^art were 
oak, and which* averaged 8 feet in circumference. 
He adSed, diat on using extraordinary exertion, 
they ^eut down one tree of ftis bulk in Tl^ninutes. 

"^(h Month, 27th, 2^th, and QQCh. I was em- 
*ployed in preparations for my return home, the 
prospect of which was more pleasing to me &an 
I can eiq>ress« In walkiog out into the fields 
-about &i8 time, I noticed die crops of Indian com 
in the neighbourhood, which, in the line of hus- 
bandry, are truly grand and beautiful at this season 
'of the. year, far exceeding any thing of the kind 
^o be met with in England. Many of the plantst 
rise to the height of 10-or 12 feet, terminating at 
the top with an elegant kind of flower somewhat 
resembling a tuft of feathers. The leaves or blades 
which Aoot from the stalk, and branch from it 
all the way up^ are about the breadth of four 
inches, and from two to three feet in length. The 
whole gives afield of Indian com a most luxuri* 
«ant appearance. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Snetat Mrf Karratumt^^Oecurrefice rtlaiice to tie 

Antku^s Voifttge Home, ^c.<-«/rM> JVorki^^Two Oer* 

man FamUkt'^MarbU Qitarrt^A FrniUf^Emigrant^ 

. •mmTdcmg kaoe §f ku Trknds dbaat Meri&n^ mttndkig 

, for NeohYarkh^'Ocemrtnoes on the Joumey^^Embark^ 

,Jm Enghmd-^CaMn Company ^^OcciHTenees en tkn 

Voyage, 

" Bth Month, 1st and id, 1806, were mostly spent 
at B. J/s pleasant residence on the Schuylitill falls. 
Whilst here we visited the works of 4 calico plin* 
ter, who resides and carries on his business in the 
neighbourhood. We were informed diat his prin- 
cipal business was printing India caficoes, which 
are brought in great quantities to Fliladelphia, in 
American ships trading to the East Indies. 

< 

Bth Month, 4th. In the course of ftis day, 
O. J. and hiis mother-iu-law called ixpon us. This 
venerable female, who is now fttr advanced in 
years, has survived a numerous flock of lovely 
daughters, I think 10 in number, who have, in 
succession, been taken away from the troubles of 
time, just as die affections of a mother would be 
likely to feel most keenly the privation. 

I had often remarked a settled grief upon her 
countenance, notivithstanding the affluence that 
was manifest in every thing around her; but had 
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not lieard ^e mournful story till I had it from her 
own mouA. 

Bf A Month, 6ih* I had received several kind 
4iivitations from both J. and C. S. to pay them ft 
visit at their habitations^ at Shoiemakers Town, 
liefore I left this country. They are a family ^ 
for whom I have entertsuned a great esteem, evei( 
since I have known ffaem ; and the quarterly 
meeting at Abington flailing at this time, I proposed 
embracing bodi objects; and, setting out after 
'dinner, came to C. S.'s this evening., Here I was 
•hospitably entertained, and had the agreeable com- • 
|>any of several friends from Philaddphia and th^/ 
^neighbourhood* 

Bth Month, 7th. I accompanied this party of 
friends to Abington quarterly meeting, which waa^ 
very large. The meeting-house is a regular, well- 
-built, brick building, and capable «f holding at great ' 
tiumber of people. It is- situated on a piece of ' 
ground containing several acres, and which is co- 
"vered with a great nuniber ef large forest trees. 

%th Month, Sth. After breakfast we returned 
^. J. S.'s, where we spent an hour or two plea- 
santly, with a number of vahiable friends resident 
*n* this quarter. The weadier was veiy warm^ 
^ut the house Iras spacious, with wide passages 

z 
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through it, and no want of windows ; and they with 
the doors being thrown open, it gave a free and 
lively circulation to the sur, which is very reviving 
ip this-cUmate* 

After sitting a little time in 'the parlour,, a dir- 
j^umstance occurred which I think I shall not soon 
forget. .We entered into general conversation, 
after which a siilent pause ensned ; and as*I sat 
9iusing on,the prospect of my voyage home, with 
some little anxiety respecting the j>erils of it, a 
friend of Philadelphia, who sometimed appears in 
the nHnistry, broke the silence that prevailed,, by 
remarking that his mind had been occupied in 
the consideration of my voyage, and that for, my 
encouragement be might say, he had a belief that 
I should be iavoured to arrive safe in myr native 
land, in two months from that time. No observo- 
lion was now made on this intimation, but, on 
reaching my lodgings, I virrote to my wife inform- 
ing her of the circumstance,, and that I trusted the 
A-iend would prove a true prophet. My letter 
rea^Jied her hands two or three weeks previgusly 
to my landing. 

After spending the morning as above related, 
most of us attended a public meeting at German- 
town, about six or seven miles distant, and being 
requested by T. F. I accompanied, him with seve- 
X^ other friends to his country house, which he 
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efills Wakefield. There we dined in a room on a; 
level with the ceHar, which' I found very pleasant^ 
the weather being very wstrm, and the situation 
admitting plen^ of light. A dining-room so sitii- 
ated/is a great privilege at this season of the year, - 
iii'ii climate like thisl - 

After spending a pleasant hour or fivo here X"^ 
came to Philadelphia, where I found letters from 
ray wife of as late-a4ate as towards tiie end of the 
5th months.- friJ riding, along the' street, I passed 
by J 4 G.'s house, and his wife, a native of XaiF- 
caster, kindly inviting me to take tea, I spent a 
little time with them, and in the evening returned^ 
to my iodgings at Merlon*-- 

In recurring to the intimation respecting the' 
time of my return to England, the^e are several- 
cirfcumstances attending it, -which' I think are 
worthy of remembrance) though they are a little 
oat of the regular course of my 9arrative. It has' 
been already mentioned, that it was my full inten- 
tfon to sail in the John Morgan, but that I waj^- 
disappointed by the owners making an alteration in 
the time for her departure. After this T. W. and 
I had concluded to sail for Greenock, in the 
Frances, she being a fine, new vessel with good 
accommodation ; but in this design I was again dis- 
appointed, the ship sailing before I could be quite 
leadj^, Iij; her passage she encountered a violent 
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Storm, which nearly reduced her to a wreck ; anc^ 
such were the difficulties the ship's company had 
to encounter, that several gf the passengers and 
seamen lost their lives. Notwithstanding I was fa- 
voured to escape these imminent perils, there was 
considerable probability of my not reaching Eng* 
land by the time mentioned; as I still remained at 
New-York, when it wanted only about four weeks 
lo the completion of diat period; and after we got 
on board, we were detained on the American coast 
nearly two weeks, by calms and light winds*. Vet 
we crossed the Atlantic ocean from thence in the 
(Bhort period of 9 days. On the lOth day, and 
fiSd of our voyage, we made soundings off Cape 
Clear, and on the 26th day landed safely at Liver<^ 
pool, where I wa3 affectionately received by my 
near relations in that town, within the time which 
the friend had predicted* I should return^ I for- 
bear making any farther comments on these cir- 
cumstances. But in the course of the events I felt 
in my heart the sentiment of humble thankfulness 
to the great Preserver of Men.. 

Sth Monthy llM. 1 spent this day at J. H.V 
in company with M. £. from Elklands. She was 
then on a visit to her father, who had been seized 
with a paralytic affection, which had entirely de- 
prived higi of the use of speech ; yet I have seldom 
seen a man preserved in such innocent cheerful- 
ness as he was. It is wonderful to observe what 
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A degree of happiness the mind is capable of en-^ 
joyipg, under privations like these^ Avhen it has 
been preserved in a good degree of innocency. 

Sth Month, IStk, A friend ^in- the neighhour- 
hood gave me an account of^an acquaintance of 
his^ a native of Ireland, but vvho now resides 
near Laiicasti^r, in the State of Peimsylvania, 
which I think worth preserving. Hthis person 
left Ireland when he was nearly 16 years old, and 
his wht^le' property when he landed amounted only 
ta> about 'V2i ^guineas. He has now established 
eVtensive iron works where he resides, in which 
he employs upwards of 50 waggon teams; and the 
profits of which, last year, amounted to twenty-five 
thousand pounds^ What makes it the more re^^ 
markable is> that two persons possessing .a large 
capitaFTiad been ruined some time before, in an « 
attempt to establish the same concern^ 

Bth Month f 1 4th. In walking out this evening, 
I met with two German families on their way to 
the Ohio. On entering, into conversation with 
them, they informed me, that they were ye.t 500 
miles distant from the place of their destination. 
They were a company of fine, healthy looking 
people, and travelled aloog with apparent chear*- 
fuliless. The older females and the little ones were 
upon^ beds in their covered waggons, whilst the<- 
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young wQBien^ with their husband^ fathers, and 
brothers went on foot. Parties of this sort I have 
often seen travelling along, in the old Patriar- 
chal stile, seeking a country where they hoped to 
meet with m^ore tranquillity and repose^ than diey 
Jiad witnessed in the old principalities of Germany,. 

Considering the stability and industry, which so^ 
eminently characterize most of the German emi-^ 
grants, I am inclined to believe that things must be- 
very much out of order, in their native land, before 
m^n like them, would come to the rissolution of 
taking a final farewell of their near connexions: 
and friends; with the perils and incmiveniencies ot: 
so long a voyage before them* 

•» 

8^A Mixnihy Vtih. I paid a visit to oar neigh-- 
bour Doctor H. After tea we*lalled upon a family 
of the name of Crow, where I saw a little esta- 
blisbment just as it stood in: the first settlement of 
the country. It consisted of a iimall workshop, 
confining a set of tools proper for blacksmiths- 
and cai'penters> ^hich, at that period, must have 
been an almost invaluable appendage to a farm* 
house. The Doctor complained to us that he had. 
lately lost nearly the whole of his ducks and geese;. 
, which had been devoured by a large species of 
tortoise. This animal creeping on the bottom of 
the pond, seizes the unsuspecting fowls by the 
£bet, and dragging theoi under water, eats them. 



at its leisure. The Doctor had a respectable esta- 
blishment for the education of Us children; baiviag 
. an extensive library^ with a pair of large globes, 
and an amiable young woman from England as 
•tutoress, who was well qualified for her office^ lisa 
children being mipstly girls^ , 

^thMontk, Wh* I went over to Phiradelphia^ 
and having had several pressing ip^tations from 
Doetor 6. who bad been a fettoav-studeut >iiritk. 
Buy brother William, at Ediabuk^y. I dined with 
Urn. The Doijtor 197 cine vmofigf^ the few of that 
.profesMOQ,^ wba w^staifk their iaiegirity by eonthm- 
mg to be eonaisteioht n)^mb«r$ of our society^ and 
lie is a very imfvi mcrodiier of the' qauoothly meeting 
to vfhich he belongs. In; the afternoon I spent a 
little time at John Elliott's and Samuel Fisher's: 
and took my farewell of then^ all, with sentiments 
^of esteem, and of gratitude for the many iastaxces 
43^ their kind attentions to me. While in this city, I 
j^eceived letters from my wife and family do^n lo 
.the 6tb Month }fyih, witb satis&ctory accounts o£ ' 
thdr wcilfiire* 

9ih MofUh, 90ik, O. J, having kindly offered 
ine a seat in bis tarrii^ei I accompimied him to 
the aimual' general meeting in the Valley; at whicb 
m grea^ manber of friends and others attended ; 
ifidee^, a great mauy more tltaa Ae housei thouf^ 
hrgd,^ wa^ able lo contaku 
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After meetihg^ we accepted an invitation frbsr 
J. C. and dined at his faouse^ where we sat down 
to table with him and liis wife, their aged father 
andmothBT, ten dan^hters, and one son; being a 
fair ssunple of'an Amencan farmer's family. I 
was informed that his neighbour D. G. a respec- 
table farmer, with whom I have often been ia« 
coQ^any,, has ten sons and one daughten . 

4 

Considering the acconnts I had read/ of ttib 
homely fare* and accommodations of the plantera 
in America, I was struck 'with' ^the ^number and 
elegance of the carriages we saw on thd road>' in 
gping from meeting to the house where we dined; 
part of the way lying through the forest, and some 
part through a country in a high state of cultivsF-^. 
lion, the prospects were Jbeautifully diversified. '. 

In ow way home, we took'tcia* -at the pro- 
prietor's of an extensive marble quarry, who 
Hindly conducted us into it^ where we had an op^ 
j^ortunity of seeing the people -^ at work, in-sepa*- 
rating large blocks from the ^olid rock. Thk 
vein of marble, which appeared to be from 15 to 
SO yards in widA;r runs in» the direction of south- 
east, and north-west, through' a stratum of lime* 
stOne, a few feet below the surface of the ground ; 
smd it has the appearance of there having been 
a^cleft in thei limestone rock, into which the mar- 
l(le had been poured iiMi4iq[uid state* Col. H/at 
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whose house we were generously entertained^ and 
who is owner of the quarry, informed us that he 
had sold thirteen thousand cubic feet from it in 
toe year, at 4 s. 6d. per foot. The weather being 
fine, and our little party consisting of several 
agreeable men and women friends, the day was. 
spent very pleasantly* 

8^ MoMhy 22^- A. B. i friend from England, 
paid me a visit, having some prospect of taking a 
4afm in Ais neighbouAooA Hi» pi'edecessors 
for several generations, had lived upon a farm ott 
Delamere Forest in Cheshire ; but the steward to 
•the pr^ient proppietoF, having turned him off the 
farm, he, with his widowed mother, and several 
Asters arid a brodier, had lately come over to 
America, wiA the view of taking and managing a 
cheese farm, upon the Cheshire pb»iV 

8/A Month, QSd. I accompanied A. B. t9 
,G. A.'s, in order to have some conversation with 
him ^-especting a farm he had to let, and to view it. 
This farm was in a good state of cultivation, with 
an excellent house, a very large barn, and stablmg 
for many horses,, with other conveniences on an 
extensive scale. The spring house, or dairy, in 
particular, struck my attention, having a trench of 
spring water, about 2 feet wide and 4 or 5 inchea 
deep, running all round the rocwn, paved at the 
bottom, and inclosed at the sides with slabs of 
white marble. 
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I have before observed, th&t'iii the spring iva«- 
ter^hich' surrounds the floor of the dairies in diis- 
country, are placed th^ vessels which contain th^ 
milk, 8cc. and iill is thus preserved sweet and coof, 
in the^ hottest part of ' the summer; Another 
^ conveniency I noticed in this farm-yard, was aft 
' appendage to the hog-sty, being a vault, near 
which, wasu a stream of water, aH within the tnelo- 
sure wherein the hogs werecenfined. The advaur 
tages and comiort thus resulting to these-^nimals, in 
hot weather, must be obvious. On this farsi, was 
also an excellent orchard of sevesal acres, the trees 
of which were at this time in their prime, and 
now in full bearing, and having been planted by . 
delate Governor Mifflin, > whose iesid«;ice«wai ' 
>ere, .they were well selected. - Sueh> abundance 
of fine fruiti never before beheld^ in-the sam^ 
compass of ground; two or three of the- best trees - 
were literaHy- broken down with" ihe weight of "the ' 
fruit. The rent G.'A. proposed for this fano, 
with all these appendages^ ..was about 20s. per' 
acre ; and, the quantity being short of 100 acres, 
the rent would' amount to little more than legal 
interest for thfe money which' had been expended 
.in buildings.' A^ it was not more* than an hour's 
ride from Philadelphia, and the land of good qua^ 
Iky, I thought the price very reasonable/ 

Sth Month, Q,4fh. I attended Merion meeting 
in tUe.for^oon; and in the. afternoon: visited Md- 
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4rdnk tea . with John Pansb, in company -widi 
B, J. .Most of the afternoon we sat in the piazza 
in front «of the house^ at Woodside, where we had 
a fine view of Philadelphia, the Jerseys, and the 

' intervening countr}\ We were much entertained 
with die little Humming Bird?, flying about the 

> lowers near «our seals. 

: Qth Month, 27th. . My business requiring that 
I should see a person who was at the Yellow 
. Springs, I this day took a ride thither. At the 
inn where I breakfasted, which. was the General 
Paoli Tavern, I met with a. family who had landed 
a few days before in Philadelphia, and were now 
on their way to the Ohio. As they spoke neither 
English nor French, I was uns^ble to make out 
from what part of the continent of Europe they 
camet; but, from their dress, I supposed from 
'Switzerland. The. men .wore a plain jacket and 
" trowsers, with very large 6haIlo.w crowned hats ; 
: and the women had their, hair plaited in long braids, 
which 'hun^ down their backs^ .with Jackets and 
petticoats just the reverse of the fashions of the pre- 
sent day . Altogether thc^ had the appearance of a 
atout, hardy race, and, in diis company^ I understood 
there were. four generations. The master of the 
inn informed me that he had reason to believe they 
;bad.a very large property with them, in the wag- 
•gons in which they travelled. On my arrival at 
the Yellow Springs, I bathed and drank the waters^ 
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trhich ure I beliere, a dhalybeate. In die evening 
I returned to Merion, where I lodged, .but was 
kept awake for a while in reflecting on the wide 
wasting effects of war, probably in consequence of 
meeting with the £uni]y of strangers at die Paoli 
Tavern. "Tliat spot was rendered famous by the de- 
struction, as is said, of some hundred Americans, 
vHkO lay encamped there, and were surprized, in the 
dead of the night by a detachment of the English 
army, and put to the sword. The*coBsequence of 

which was, I have been informed, that a party of 
English met vnth the same fate in a similar way, from 
tbe swords of the Americans, on the Banks of Hud- 
son River. In addition to that event, I understood, 
from flie master of the inn, that the famQy of 
strangers I had mentioned, all of whom appeared 
tol)e persons of respectability, had been compelled 
to seek shelter in a foreign land, to avoid the 
scourge of the sword, which had recently over* 
whelmed their country* 

How little do the potentates of the world and 
their ministers, calculate on the miseries^ they pro- 
duce. And ah ! how little do they consider What 
responsibility, in the nature of things, they must 
inevitably -entail upon themselves in a future state 
of being. 

Bth Mojithy 9,^th, was spent in Philadelphia, 
where I dined with T. S. and paid a faiewell visk 
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to his family, whose kindness aoid hospitality I 
have frequently experienced. 

Sth Month, 29th. The afternoon of fliis day 
mras agreeably spent in the company of O. J. his 
mother, and sisters, at their country residence ; 
«nd, after passing a pleasant evening in their so* 
^ety, I took my final farewell of them, with 
sentiments of gratitude for their attention andhos« 
pitality to me, who was a stranger amongst thenK 

* Bth Month, SOth and 31st, were employed in 
taking leave of a number of friends in the neighr 
•bourhood of Merion, to whom I feel under great 
obligation, for their kindness and attention to me^ 
•during my residence in this quarter. The after- 
noon of die latter day I drank tea at R. J.'s, ia 
company with him and several other friends. In 
the evening we took, in all probability, a final fare- 
well of. each. other, with many expressions of af- 
fection on their part, which were equally felt on 
my own ; having contracted a sincere regard for 
^e little company of friends resident at Merion. 

IQth Month, Ut. Tliis morning I left Merion 
on my way to New-York, in oider to take my 
passage for England^ being accompanied by A. B. 
In my way I passed through Philadelphia, but 
being limited for time; I had opportunity of calling 
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upon only a few friends ; some of whom thwDy 
attended me to the Burlington packet, which lay 
at Arch-street wharf. I. and J. P. two generous 
he.arted young men, remained with me until we 
put off into the Delaware, and spread our sails to 
the wind, which in about one. hour and a half 
wafted us safe to.Burlingtoa; a distance jyf near 
20 miles. Here I called upon G. jand S. D. J. 
H. and several other friends, who felt dear to 
me in the prospect of parting with them, perhaps 
Beyer Uo see , them more, in this state of being. 
After-tafcing.an.affectionate farewell of Ihen?, A.B. 
and mysdf jset out in the stage for Amboy, and 
passed through Crosswicks. Here friends have a 
large well-built meeting-house, with a school and 
other conveniences on a large scale. We lodged 
that night at Cranbui^. >One of our ,conipanions 
in the stage, was a person of the name of Reckless, 
who informed roe that he was a descendant of the 
Sheriff of that name, formerly of Nottingham, and 
mentioned by George Tox in his Journal. This 
family have! increased in number and consequence 
since coming into America, and have founded ^ 
town which bears their name. 

9th Month, 9d. We came safe to Aniboy, and, 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, set sail for 
New- York ^ yet, having but little wind, we did 
not reach the Narrows till after dark. The wind 
beginning to blow veiy strong, th^ Captain of the 



v.'.i 



^ . 



NORTH AM£RK;A1 d?9 

Packet thought it unsafe to attempt passing them; 
he therefore put the ship, about/ with an intention 
to run into Princes Bay, and there lie at anchor 
till next mornings being a- distance of near 20 
miles. As we were running before the wind, at 
the rate of 6 'miles an hour, in the dead of the 
night, with a vei7 rough sea^ the vessel sud- 
denly struck against something which immediately 
stopped hfer' progress'; and sKe s^viing round with 
great violence and noise: At the first alann I ran 
upon deck, when I found that our vessel had rim 
foul of Rnother^ which was lying at anchor; and 
our bowsprit was entangled in the rigging of the 
dher ship. This so broke the force of the shock, 
that we sustained, but little damage, and in a shorty 
time got clear of each other. W% hkd gfeat caus^ 
t^'be thankful for so signal a preservation, many 
vessels fakving' been lost, with the people in them, 
when in^much less apparent danger than we were- 
on this- occasion.' 

Qih Month, Sd. After lying at anchor several 
Hours, at day-light we again made sail for New- 
York, where we were met by some of our friends^ 
at' the wharf, and I again took up my quarter^ at' 
my kind friend S. P.'s. 

9th Month, 5th. Yesterday I called upon se^ 
veral of my friends to take leave of them, and this 
day, accompanied by J. W. and T. W. I went on * 
hoard the Oliver £lsworth, with a view of taking 

A a 3. 
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ny passage for Liverpool; and beii^ satisfiecF^ 
both with the Captain and the ship, I concluded* 
to go in her^ and paid mj passage accordingly. 
In the afternoon, J. M. having kindly offered me 
a seat in his carriage, I rode with him to hi» 
country house, and was generously entertained 
under his hospitable rooL 

9th Month, 6th. This morning I went out with 
J. M. to attend upon a black man, who had come 
from New-York, to treat for the purchase of » 
^haise which J. M. wished to sell, having lately 
purchased a new one upon a different construction. 
In conversation, I gathered a little^ of the history 
^of this black man, who, by his industry and ma* 
nagement, had acquired a considerable freehold 
.property in houses in the city, and. could now,« 
with propriety, indulge his family with the conve- 
niency of a chaise«, 

A few years past he was in very low circum- 
stances, but coming under the notice of J. M.. 
who has been, I believe, amongst the foremost in 
befriending the poor blacks, he was put for- 
ward and assisted in business, and with so mucli 
success, that he is now become a very respectable 
tradesman. Indeed he ranks much higher than many 
of those, who have so strenuously contended that 
the poor blacks are little or nothing removed from, 
the brute creation ; and that they may be bought, 
«old,. and degraded, as having neither the feelings> 
nor faculties of men; So erroneous is this idea^ 
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^t I have met ^vith slave merchants/ who were 
far inferior to this black person^ in the faculties 
of the mind. 

After ^ pleasant morning thus spent at J. M.V, 
he brought me to New- York, and shewed me 
through die cellars of his * extensive brewery inr 
that city. The remaining part . ol die day^ wa» 
spent in preparations foe my voyage. to England. 

^th Month, 7th. This morning I attended New-- 
York meeting, and afterwards dined at my cousin 
B. B.*s ; and drank tea and spent ihe evening witlTx 
some other of my friends^ . 

The afternoon meeting was disturbed this iay^ 
by a singular character^ who, , I understood, was^ 
often very troublesome. . After the meeting had 
sat some time in silence, he got up, and, with a 
loud voice and violent gesticulation, declared that 
he came th^re that day, in order to bear bis. solemn 
testimony against silent meetings. 

9th Month, Sth, This day was mostly employed 
in packing up my luggage> and putting it on board 
the jship^ . 

9th Month, 9th- This morning, between six 
and seven o'clock, I went on board the. Oliver 
EWorth^ attended by several friends of New- York, 
who kindly accompanied us, and remained until 
the ship: w«i{^ed ^chor about eight o'clockr I^ 
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then took a final farewell of " this deligfitfi^ 
land," in which, although I have met with many 
things to try my faith and patience, I have 
nevertheless met widi kind-hearted, affectionate, 
firiends; many of whom feel nearer and dearer to 
me than I have langnage to express; and whose 
kindness and hospitality, I trusty will never be 
e&ced horn my memory*. 

Although a voyage to America may be consi-- 
dered as a laborious and perilous undertaking, yet 
I have tliought myself well repaid, in the pleasing. 

• 

event of many amiable and worthy friends having 
tiiereby been added to the list of my acquaintance; 
whom, in all probability, I should oUlerwise never 
have known; and who, as to myself, would have 
been as though they had never been. 

As the loss of friends by death or otherwise, . 
may be considered as one of the severest of priva-- 
tions to a sensible mind; so, on the other hand,, 
any addition to the number maybe truly consi- 
dered as one of the most valuable acquisitions.. 
Yet such are our various propensities, that many,, 
no doubt, look upetn- the satisfaction arising from 
sources of this kind, as Uttle better than the phan- 
toms of the imagination; and not to -Ji^e cpmpaored. 
with the pleasures arising from wealth or worldly, 
honours. 

Having weighed anchor, and got all saib^. 
spread, wc glided gently along, having but little.- 
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\nhJ. The weather being fine and dear, we had 
a beautiful autumnal prospect of the country 
around us, all the way down to Sandyhook; and 
there being no sickness among the passengers, we 
enjoyed the scene. Our company consisted of a 
remarkable diversity as to the countries whence 
they came.. One came frofn Delhi in Persia; 
two were Hindoos, a man and womati ; one came 
Irom Berbice in South America^ one from Jamaica ^ . 
one from Ireland; one from Scotland ; four frond 
England; and one was a military officer from- 
Bengal. Besides these,* the Captain and Mate 
of the ship were North Americans, and the ship's 
Steward was a native of Germany. 

Notwithsfandmg this great national variety, la 
©ur cabin's company, and a great diversity in reli- 
gious profession, yet considerable harmony pre- 
"Vailed ; which in a great measure arose from the 
constitution of our little republic, the government 
of which was formed, at the request of the Cap- 
tain, in the outset of the voyage. The plan 
adopted was to divide tlie company in the cabin, 
into three committees, who took the government 
into their hands by turns';' each having the direction 
of affairs for a certain number of daysin rotation; 
during which the Steward and Cook applied to the 
acting committee for instructions, in all affairs 
telative to eating and drinking ; 'these being mat-- 
tersia. which the judjgment of passengers iaverj 
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likely to difibr; especially M^hen consistiag of. na-^ 
tives of so many different parts of the world. The 
Captain foreseeing this, had wisely proposed to us 
this mode of arrangement, apd thus removed all 
responsibility from himself^ whilst it left him mora 
fijly at liberty to managje the ship. 

A little, before we left New-r York, there had 
beeoL some very boisterous weather, the effects 
of which we. h^d an opportunity of noticing, as 
we passed by Sandyhook; where we saw several 
vessels which had suffered jseverely. One in par- 
ticular had lost all her masts, and jiv^as endeavour- 
ing to ms^e her^way to New- York, by means of a 
Kttle canvas spreSd upon^ some temporary poles, , 
wihich they had set up. Another had her top-mast 
broken off, and ^till hanging by the,rigging; how? 
ever the weather was then clear and tralm^ and for 
several days no sickness appes^red » amongst us« 
For -twelve days we made but very slow progress i 
but on the, thirteenth day we got upon the Banks 
of Newfoundland} where the vessel was stopped 
a. few hours, during. which we took some fishj 
after which we hoisted our sails and cleared the 
Banks early the next day. . 

A little biefore we.reaohed the Banks> the wea* 
tiher being very fine and calm, we discovered a sail 
lo the eastward, which, like- ourselves, made but 
yery little progress j yet; in the course of the foi:e^ 
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lioon, we came within five or six miles of each 
other, when the wind nearly died away, and the 
sea became as smooth as a fish-pond. As the ship 
in sight was deemed likely to be coming from 
England, some of our people had a great desire to. 
get along-side of her, in order to inquire what news 
she brought. The boat was in consequence let 
down into the sea, and the mate and several pas« 
sengers got in and rowed away, until they had aa 
opportunity of getting on board ; when they found 
that she was a ship l^ound to' Philadelphia froot 
Rotterdam. 

After leaving this vesseF, a young man fi'oor 
Manchester ha^ng a desire to bathe in the sea, 
all being smooth and calm, stripped himself for 
diat purpose. The Captain of the Philadelphia 
ship observing this, took his speaking trumpet^, 
und warned him against going into the sea; as they 
had observed a large shark hovering about them 
all the morning ; but the young man supposing he 
was only in jest, paid no regard to him, and leaped 
into the sea, where he swam about a little time^, 
and then got safely into the boat again. How- 
ever, on the boat's approaching our vessel, the 
shark was discovered in company with her, watch- 
ing for his prey, and he continued hovering round' 
our ship for some time. Looking at all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, it may be considered a. 
singular and wonderful preservation; that this^ 
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young^ man- was not devoured; for had be coi^ 
tinued one minute longer in the water, in all pro-- 
bility he would have been destroyed. By this 
little excursion of the boat> I saw the extreme 
folly and danger of leaving a ship at sea, even in 
the finest weather; except in cases of absolute 
necessity^ for this boat had not got above half 
way to the other ship, when a squall came on with 
a tliick haze, by which we lost sight of .them, and 

they of us. Had this state of the weather con-r 
tinued but for a few hours, they, ia all likelihood, . 
would have been lost. When this alteration in the * 
weather took place, and the boat disappeared, I^ 
confess I was extremely alarmed; although, .on the * 
company's leaving th»ship^ Tgnveone^of them a. ^ 
smaQ pocket compass, fearing that by some acci-> 
dent, they might be separated from us. On m^c 
expressing my fears to the Captain, he said that 
he scarcely knew a. boat leave the ship in a caUn^. 
like tliis, but a squall of wind came on*. 

On the 14th day of our^voyage, being the 2Sd of 

r 

the 9th month, after taking soundings on the BankS| 
the wind, freshened) and being in our favour, we 
sailed about 220 mile^ and on the L5th day, the 
wind still increasing, we sailed about 230 miles in 
our direct course. On the evening, between sevea 
^and eight o'clock, we descried a shi^ going right 
before the wind, like ourselves^ with all sails set ; 
imd by tea o'clock^ being, about two hours and. a 
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liaTF, we came up with* her, and passing close 'hjf 
we found ' her to ♦ be the British Packet from 
Halifax. In passing, we oliserved the men were 
Ml at their guns, with lighted matches, supposing 
our ship was an enemy in pursuit of them. We 
soon lost sight of tlienpi^ oui* vessel being. mucli 
the better sailer. 

# 

On the Iffth day we sailed near 2^0 miles, an3 

on the 17th day about 140 miles; on the ISQi 

; about 220 mSes; on the 19th about 120 miles; 

and on the 20th day about .240 miles. 'Sailing in 

this rapid manner, the m6tion of the ship, through 

'the waves caused a foam as white as milk ; a long 

train of which might 'be seen' to a great distance 

behind the vessel; and the hissing 'noise the ship 

produced, excited die idea of a huge mass of red 

liot iron, passing through the water. On the 2 l^t 

'day of our voyage, yre sailed about 120 miles ; on 

the 22d day about 120, and on the 23d about 250; 

tmdthis day -we made soundings off Oape Clear. 

'Thus, from the 14di to the 23d, being the space 

.of '9 days, .we sailed from soundings to soundings 

« on .the two sides of the Atlantic Ocean; a very 

-short space df ^ime, to traverse so vast a sea. 

'On the 24th day we entered the Channel, and 

early in the morning passed in sight of Waterford 

'Light-house. In the course of the day we also 

pojssed the Tusco Rocks; having sailed nearly 120 

miles. 
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On the £5tli day, about midnight, m% came 
close in with the point of Holyhead ; and, about 
one in the morning, came in sight of the Skerries 
Light-house. This was the last night we were out 
at sea, and to me it appeared by far the most 
dangerous ; for the wind being very high, and the 
tide running very strong along this rocky cOasI^ 
made so much noise, that the seamen were unable 
to hear the Captain give his commands; and being 
close in with the Isle of Anglesey we appeared to 
be completely land-locked. 

Ais I stood by the Captain, lie requested me to 
reach the speaking trumpet, which was the only 
'time he had occasion to make use of it for this 
purpose during the voyage. All was agitatioa 
and bustle for a time; tUske loud roaring of the 
winds and waves was ^uch, tliat, even aided by 
the speaking trumpet, it was widi difficulty the 
Captain could make himself heard by the poor 
seamen, who were aloft in the rigging, u^ing every 
exertion to keep the ship from driving ppon the 
rocks; with the wind blowing right upon them,. 

w 

I had now crossed the Atlantic four times^ but 
had not before heard so loud an uproar of winds 
and waves as at this period; which, I suppose, wa^ 
in part owing to the tide at tliis time running out 
with violence round the point of Holyhead, and 
adding to the loud howling of the winds in the 
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neighbouring mountains, ^vhich then appeared 
nearly to surround us. These \vere to me the 
most awful moments, I had experienced, in all my 
travels, and, by those who know any thing of the 
coast, our situation may be more easily conceived 
than I can describe it. As the ship was thus with 
difficulty working her way through the discordant 
elements) every moment in danger of striking upon 
the rocks, we happily came in sight of the Skerries 
Lights, which removed all our fears. To be re- 
lieved from a situation of such great anxiety and 
danger, was indeed cause of thankfulness^ and I 
trust will not soon be forgotten. 

Although there were neither moon nor stars 
visible, yet the bleak mountains around us were 
distinctly seen, and at times did not appear to be 
more than a stone's cast from the ship ; but this 
appearance was in all probability deceptive, as it 
was scarcely possible we could have escaped ship- 
wreck, had we really been so near the rocks. 

Immediately after coming in sight of the Lights^ 
a signal gun was fired from our ship; and in a few 
minutes a pilot-boat came alongside us, and we 
took a Pilot on board. The wind about this titne 
subsiding, we gently made our w ay up the Channel ; 
and early in the morning, cast anchor off the 
Cheshire coast, where we remained till day-light 
of the 26th day of our voyage, being the 5th of the 
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10th Month. On arising and going upon dect, 

I found we were surrounded by a fleet of near 20 

sail of ships, several of them, like ourselves, being 

from America, and all waiting the return of the 
tide. 

« 

The morning being warm and fine, after so 
tempestuous a nighv we enjoyed tbe prospect 
' around us; and, about eleTcn o'clock, we and the 
rest of the vessels in company, weighed anchor. 
Having but little wind, most of our sails were 
spread to it, and we gently made our way to the 
Mersey. In this interval, our cabin company all 
sat down to dinner together. Notwithstanding 
we were so diversified, both with respect to 
country and to habits, and manners; yet, having 
been so closely confined withm the narrow limits 
of the ship ; daily eating and drinking together, 
and being sharers in every danger, an attachment 
was produced, so that I could not avoid feeling a 
sensation of seriousness in the reflection, that this 
was, in all likelihood, the last time we should meet 
together again m this world. 

I have sometimes thought it a little remarkable, 
that of all the variety of people we had on board. 
If I except a near relation, I received more kind- 
ness and attention from the poor Hindoo man. 
though he was m the station of a servant, than 
from any other person. Although he did not 
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bear the name of a Christian, yet in Christian 
virtuejs he -far excelled many who bear the 
4iajiie.; and I sometimes was ready to wish I 
could have entered into his thoughts when be 
heard, ixs was jsometitnes the case, some of our 
Christian passengers, advocating the justice and 
jpr^priety of Negro slavery. He liimself was of a 
dacker iiue'than many slaves. 

* On tny kaving the ship, there were divers 
ajlides which it was not iiecessaiy should pass the 
CuBtom-liouse; and which I wished to take with 
me .to my relation's in Linrerpaol. On getting 
these matters together, and being about to have 
them taken wwsLy^ wilh the permission oi the officer 
von boasd, I -was fiurpmsed 9t ihts kind Hindoo 
•atepfung forw&trd, and insi^iiig upon taking them 
.to iny quarters ia the town^ ivfaei'e he delivered 
them safely -at the house of my relation, a distance 
of more than a mile from the ship, without accept- 
ing •smy othtfr riewaid, ikkn the «a&factian of 
..doii;^ a kind office 4o one he believed to be his 
^end. Ihe articles he took, were mostly natural 
curiositiea, with some specimens k>f Indian inge- 
. iiuity ; and I was^oiAertainedy with the interest which, 
9eemed to be excited in the .people who stood 
gazmg at this friendly Indian, as he traversed the 
streets with his burden; both himself and his load 
.beuBg equally objects of attention to the curious. . 

3b 2 
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It is ever a matter of deep regl-et to see mefi, 
who profess to be believers in the .Gospel of 
Christ; and who have had the privilege of read* 
ing ii, and judging of its excellence, debasing 
themselves by the practice of every mean and 
sordid vice, allowed by the selfish policy of the 
.world: on the other hand, it is exceedingly pleas- 
ing to behold those, whom, because they have ndt 
had the same privileges, we are ready to designate 
by the names of Heathens and Infidels; but who, 
by regarding the law in themselves, become exann- 
ples of many excellent Christian virtues: Thus 
manifesting thftt God is ho respected of per^ons.^ 

Being favoured once more to -set foot on my 
native land, for which I have great cause to be 
thankful, J. W. and myself walked up to my 
relation's at Mile -end, where M-e met with a 
hospitable and affectionate reception. 

After spending this night and the fere part of 
the following day with them, we set out in the. 
long coach for Manchester. In observing tlie 
extreme oppression exercised upon the poor horses, 
in these heavy carriages, I found a great draw* 
back from the pleasure which otherwise wo}iId 
have been derived from travelling by Iand« 

. We got safe to Manchester the same evening, 
where we lodged^ and early the next morning, we 
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tEigain took coacb> and set x>tl for Sheffield^ uhere 
we were favoured to arrive safe and well wa iHe 
evening; and I had the heartfelt satisfaction or 
once more joining my family and friends^ after an 
absence of more than two years. 

In this period I had travelled upwards of ten 
thousand miles, without meeting with any unplea- 
sant accident. When I consider that in this 
space I twice crossed the Atlantic Ocean, and 
that sometimes my way lay through the uucleared 
forests of America, where I often met with va- 
rious tribes of what are called Savage Indians, I 
want language to express the feelings of gratitude 
which often arise in ray breast, for my numerous 
preservations and unmerited favours* 
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